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PREFACE. 


Placed in an amphitheatre of boandless 
extent^ and surrounded by an immense 
variety of objects^ young persons are natu- 
rally inquisitive^ and delighted with every 
new accession of knowledge; and as truth 

■ 

is no longer deemed incompatible with 
amusement^ the most pleasing mode of 
conveying the former appears to be to 
blend it with the latter. 
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VI PREFA.CK. 

Influenced by such a motive, the com- 
piler of this little volume is induced to 
place it in the Juvenile Library ; and she 
is happy in having an opportunity of ac- 
knowledging her thanks to the enterpriz- 
ing traveller, who has politely given her 
his permission to do «o. 
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CHAP. I. 

^* T^K lasfr— die very last pjrramid ! dear 
liaura/' exclaimed the little Bernard^ as he 
climbed upon his sister's chair^ and turreyed a 
sketch that she was copying, from one in a large 
foKo volume. 

^^ And now^ when you have shaded the side4^ 
that pyramid, will you draw the wheel of my 
cart ? I am quite, quite tired of your tombs, and 
your pillars, and your ruins, and your monu<* 
ments, falling this way and that way :— I would 
much ratiber know how to draw the spokes of 
the wheels of my little cart :— it is impossible 
for me to finish my picture ; — you see I have 
made my waggon turning down a shady lane,--« 
it is evening — the lamps are lit on the posts*-*- 

the moon is peeping behind the trees, and tlie 

* 

smoke is rising from the chimnies of my carter's 
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cottage — ^but my poor cart has no wheels be^ 
cause I cannot draw spokes — and now, is that 
tiresome pyramid done, dear Laura ?'' 

^^ If you knew all that renders those pyramids 
so interesting to Laura, my love," said Bernard's 
mother, ^' you would not be in such great haste 
to see them finished ; indeed I believe you would 
willingly give up the pleasure of seeing your 
own tittle picture completed, to watch your sister 
draw hers." 

'* Indeed, mamma!" exclaimed the lively boy — 
where are they, and why do you think that the 
account of them will amuse me so much ?" 

^^ My story is a long one," replied his mother, 
^^ so I will not begin it till after tea, and then we 
can go on without interruption." 

^^ Oh, mother ! that will be delightful ! quite 
delightful ! for we can have a settled evening, 
and as to my cart, Laura may put in the spokes 
to-morrow — the wheels will not signify for one 
night, will they, mamma ?" exclaimed Bernard, 
and without waiting for an answer, he jumped 
up, fetched his little straw-hat from its hook in 
the hall, and ran across the lawn, to tell Owen 
and Emily, who were busily engaged training a 
white clematis round one of the pillars of the 
alcove. They quickly returned together. Tea 
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was dispatched^ and the cheerful group repaired 
to the library. The maps were laid open on the 
librai7 table. Laura seated herself between her 
two brothers, and Emily^ whose blue eyes spar-r 
kled with joy, placed herself by the side of 
ber mother. 

*^ And now, why did you think that Laura's 
picture would please me so much, mamma?" 
said Bernard ; *^ where are those pyramids ?" 

'* Think for a moment, my dear. Do you not 
know the name of the country so renowned for 
these famous mementos of ancient art? — ^you 
have often been told." 

Bernard paused — '^ In Egypt, mamma,— in 
Egypt, an ancient kingdom of Africa." 

*^ Can ydu give me any account of Egypt-— 
do you know any thing respecting that country ?" 

Bernard paused again, but Emily looked up 
wishfully and said, 

*^ May I tell you what I know, mamma?" Her 
mother nodded assent. 

" Egypt," said Emily, ^^ consists of a narrow 
vale on both sides of the Nile, bounded by ridges 
of mountains or hills. Nubia is on the south ; 
on the west it joins the great sandy deserts ; on 
the north it is washed by the Mediterranean ; 
and on the east by the Red Sea, except where it 
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is joined to Asia by the narrow neck of land eal- 
led the Isthmus of Suez/^ 

'^ I recollect more about Egypt, now that 
Emily mentions the^Nile/' exclaimed her little 
brother : '^ I have often heard of the rushes that 
grew on the banks of that river— the people used 
to make their paper of them, and write all their 
books upon it — all that they wrote — they placed 
the thin leaves of the stem one over the other, 
then flattened. them, and platted them as Fanny 
plats her little paper mats ; so that one leaf lay^ 
one way and another another way, and then they 
were stuck together with the mmldy water of 
the Nile, and the leaves w^e dried and pressed 
with heavy weigbts^and rubbed and pressed 
again a great many tones.'' 

^^ And,'' said Owen, ^^ papa has often tc4d «is 
that inEgypt there is very tittle rain, and that the 
Nile at certain periods overflows its banks, and 
carries with its waters a rich mud, which ren*- 
ders the soil fruitful, without that labour which 
tiie ftrmers in England are obliged to bestow, 
be&Nre the fields are fit to receive tiie grain. In 
Egypt, they have only to put the seeds into the 
ground/' 

*^ But if the Nile sfaoiiAd not overflow, just 
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when they expected it/' said Bernard^ " what 
would they do then ?" 

- "This sometimes happens/' said Laura, "but 
you will hear by and bye of the means which have 
been taken to prevent the famine which is gene- 
rally occasioned by such a calamity, and of the 
mode which is used to supply the deficiency, if 
the river do not afford its usual assistance/' 

*^ Well, mamma," said Owen, *^ now that we 
know where Egypt is — now for the pyramids : — 
whereabouts are they, and for what purpose 
were they erected ?" 

^' Not so fast, my love. Let us proceed gra- 
dually. I have not yet told you that Egypt is di- 
vided into Upper, Middle, and Lower ; and that 
it is a country renowned in history, having been 
once the seat, if not the parent of the sciences. 
It is not only remarkable for those surprising 
monuments of antiquity, the famous pyramids, 
which baffle the researches of the deepest anti- 
quary to fix upon their origin, but al^o for many 
other "glorious structures," astonishing re- 
mains of ancient temples, pompous palaces, obe- 
lisks, columns, statues, and paintings. Thus is 
Egypt rendered so interesting, and it is at the pre- 
sent time peculiarly so to us, because a gentle- 
man has lately, with indefatigable zeal, m^e 
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many researches in tbat country, and bis curious 
discoveries among the pyramids and temples 
have excited the public attention in no small de- 
gree. He has spent many years in this arduous 
employment, smd is now amply compensated 
in knowing that they have not been spent in 
vain." 

'^ Oh mamma !" exclaimed Emily> '^ tell me 
the name of this gentleman : — why did he go 
there ? Was he fond of antiquities ? How did he 
manage to enter the pyramids ? and what did be 
find in them ?" 

'^ I cannot give a reply to so many questions 
in a breath, my little girl \ however 1 will an* 
swer one of them : — the name of the gentle- 
man I mentioned is Belzoni.'^ 

^^ A native of England, mamma?'' 

*^ No : a native of Padua.'* 

" Padua^ an ancient, large^ and celebrated 
city of Italy," said Laura, as she pointed to the 
map. 

^^ Is it all true that you are going to tell us^ 
mother ?" .said Owen. 

'^ Perfectly true. The account I purpose 
giving you of Egypt and Nubia is taken from 
Belzoni's own Travels, recently puUished 5 you 
may therefore rely on its correctness* 
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^^ Unfiirtunste circumstances falling out in 
his native country, compelled Belzoni to leave 
it, and about twenty years ago he came to 
Bngland. ' Here he married, and contrived to 
live on his own industry, and the knowledge he 
had acquired in various branches whilst at 
Rome, in which city he had spent many of his 
juvenile hours. He now turned his thoughts 
to hydraulics, a science to which he had before 
paad attention, and which in the end was the 
principal cause of his goin^ to Egypt/' 

" I must interrupt you, dear mamma,"' said 
Bernard, ^' will you tell me what is meant by 
hffdrauiics, and why Belzoni should go into 
Egypt on that account ?" 

^* T**e scienc^e which has for its object the 
motion of fluids, is called hydraulics, and its 
principal object is to fiimish us with the means 
of conducting water from one situation to 
another by canals or other means. Belzoni 
imagined that a hydraulic machine would be of 
great use in Egypt to irrigate the fields, which 
want water only to make them produce at any 
time of the year/' 

^^ Then the soil is fertile, and the climate 
warm, I suppose, mamma?'' said Owen* 

" Yes : the soil of Egypt is particularly noted 
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for the fertility occasioned by its wonderful river; 
and, while thinking of this, we are led to ob- 
serve the two beautiful prospects which, owing 
to it, Egypt exhibits at two seasons of the year. 
During our summer the climate there is exces- 
sively warm, and it is impossible to describe a 
scene more delightful than that which the coun* 
try presents at the first overflowing of the Nile: 
the spectator beholds a spacious sea, spotted 
with innumerable towns and villages, some- 
times contrasted with groves of palm-trees, 
while a magnificent display of sylvan and moun- 
tainous scenery bounds the extensive prospect. 

On the contrary, if the view be taken when 
our gardens and fields are clothed in the robes 
of winter, the whole country there resembles 
one large meadow, covered with the finest ver- 
dure, and enamelled with the choicest flowers ; 
the plains embellished with flocks and herds ; 
the air, pure and salubrious, scented with orange 
and lemon blossoms, which blow in luxuriance.^' 

^^ I should like to live in Egypt, mamma !" 
exclaimed Bernard. 

^^But inconveniences are to be met with there, 
as well as every where else, my love. The heat 
is oppressive to all who are unused to it : in- 
deed, the southerly winds are sometimes so sultry 
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as to oblige the natives to immiire themselves in 
vaults or caves ; and pot uofrequently these 
winds raise such clouds of sand as to obscure 
t|ie ygbt of the suo, and^ even to those who are 
used to them, to be almost insupportable. The 
people call them poisojuous winds^ or winds of 
the Desert, soid^ during the three days that they 
generally l^st^ the streets are forsak^i ; and in 
a melancholy condition is the unfortunate tra- 
yeUer^ whom they surprise .remole from ^bel* 
ter," 

" I wonder/' exclaimed Emily, ^* whether 
Belzoni ever encountered tbeiri. Do you think 
he did, mamma ?" 

'^ I will begin my account^ and then you may 
hear a description of the various adventures he 
met with/' 

Mrs. A. then began. to relate some circum-- 
stances of BelzQm's Researches in Egypt and 
Nubia* 

' ^^ Some years after Mr. Belzoni had re- 
sided in England, he formed the resolution of 
going to the south of Europe; aud^ taking Mrs. 
Bekoni with him, he visited Portugal aud Spain, 
and afterwards the small but important isle of 
HiAalta^ which lies to the south of Sicily, and is 
Qfdebrated for its line port and for the strength 
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of its fortifications^ now belonging to Great 
Britain. Hence they embarked for Egypt, and 
arrived in safety at Alexandria/' 

Emily. — Here is Alexandria, mamma, on the 
sea^coast : I have found it marked on the map. 

Mrs. A. — On entering the harbour of this 
city, Belzoni was informed that the plague was 
there. To an European, who had never been in 
that country, this was alarming intelligence. 
Happily, however, it nearly ceased in a short 
time ; and as his principal view was to go on to 
Cairo, he hired a boat, and they embarked with 
an English gentleman, who was going up the 
Nile. 

Bbrnard.—- Here is Cairo, the capital of 
Egypt, mamma : to the south of Alexandria. 

Mrs. a.— This city is one hundred miles from 
the mouth of the Nile. Owing to contrary 
winds, it was some days before our travellers 
landed at Boolac, within a mile of it. At this place 
a bustlingscene presented itself^ and the majestic 
appearance of Turkish soldiers in various cos- 
tumes, Arabs, of many tribes, boats, camels, 
horses, and asses, all in motion, formed a strik- 
ing picture. Immediately after landing, they 
went to Cairo; but, as the holy fatibers of the 
convent of Terrasanta could not receive wom^i 
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within their walls^ they were accommodated in 
an old house at Bodlac^ belonging to a gentle* 
man, the interpreter of Mahomed Ali, and direci- 
tor of all foreign affairs. He was a man of great 
acuteness of understanding, and well disposed 
towards strangers. 

Bernard. — Who is Mahomed Ali, mamma } 
Mas. A. — ^The Turkish Viceroy, or Bashaw^ 
by whom Egypt is governed. 

OwBN. — I am glad that this interpreter was 
agreeably disposed towards strangers, as I sup- 
pose that Belzoni had to apply through his 
means to the Bashaw respecting his hydraulic 
machine, for which purpose he Went to Egypt, 
you know. 

Mrs. A.-^Travellers are frequently obliged to 
submit to inconvenience, and so were ours. The 
house they inhabited was so old and out of re- 
pair, that it appeared every moment as though 
ready to fall on their heads : all the windows 
were shut up with broken wooden rails ; the 
staircase was in so bad a condition, that scarcely 
a step was left entire; the door was merely 
fastened by a pole placed against it, having 
neither lock nor any thing else to secure the 
entrance. There were many rooms in the house^ 
but the ceiling in all of them was in a most 
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threatening state. The whole fiirnittire con^ 
sisted of a single mat in one of the best rooms,- 
which they considered as the drawing-room. 

Bernard (lamghingj .--^Ohl what a curious 
drawing-room ! supposing cfurs had only a ma# 
in it ! But go on, dear mamma. 

Mrs. a. — No chairs are to be hi^d in this coiui* 
try 5 so they sat on the ground, and a box and 
a trunk served as a table. Fortunately, they had 
a few plates, as well as knives and forks ; and 
James, an Irish lad, whom they took with tiiem, 
procured a set of culinary articles. 

Such were the accommodations our enter* 
prizing travellers met ^vith at Boolac I 

Although Belzoni's chief object was not to 
see antiquities at that tune, yet he felt desirous 
of visiting the famous pyramids. 
' Emily. — ^That was right, as he was so near 
them. I think I have heard you say^ that they 
are at the foot of those mountains which sepa- 
rate Eurc^e from Libya. 

Mrs. a. — The English gentleman who accom- 
panied Belzoni up the Nile obtained an escort 
of soldiers from the Ba^aw, and went with him 
to the pyramids one evening, intending to as- 
cend one of them the following morning to see 
the sun rise. Accordingly, they were on the top 
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long before the dawn of day. The scene they 
bdield delighted them, being grand and majes- 
tic beyond description. A mist over the wide 
«andy plains formed a veil which vanished gra- 
4lually as the ma rose, and at length opened to 
their view that beautiful land, once the site of 
Memphis. The distant view of the smaller py- 
ramids, on the south, marked the extension of 
that vast calpHal ; while the solemn spectacle of 
the immense sandy desert on the west, stretch- 
ing as far as the eye could reach, inspired sub- 
lime feelings. The fertile land on the north, with 
the winding course of the Nile descending to- 
wards the sea ; . the rich appearance of Cairo and 
its glittering minarets ; the beautiful plain, 
which extends from the pyramids to that city ; 
the thick groves of palm-trees in the midst of 
the fertile valley, altogether formed a scene Bel- 
zoni was well calculated to enjoy. 

Bbrnard. — Mamma, I do not understand how 
Belzoni mounted the pyramid. 

Mrs. a. — There are steps on the outside, and 
. by them he ascended it 

Hafing gratified his admiration, he went with 
his friend round the next pyramid, examined 
.several «of the mausoleums, and returned to 
Cairo, highly delighted with having seen a won- 
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der they had long desired^ but never supposed 
they should have the pleasure of beholding. 

A few days after this time, a party was formed 
to go to Sacara by water. After visiting the 
pyramids at that place^ they retmned to Cairo^ 
except Mr. Twner, the English gentleman, and 
Belzoni, who went on to Dajior, and examined 
the remains of many other pyramids there. 
When they came back to the Nile, it was quite 
night, and they had to pass several villages be- 
fore they reached a place where they could 
embark for Cairo. Their road laid through a 
cluster of palm-trees, which, as the moon was 
just rising, had a solenm effect. Some of. the 
Arabs were dancing to the usual tunes of then- 
tambourines, and, Iforgetting their masters, the 
Turks, were happy for a time. At length, Bel- 
zoni and his friend took a small boat, and srrivsed 
in Cairo before morning. Two days after this 
time, the former was to be presented to 'the 
Bashaw on the sul]9cct of his hydraulic project. 

Emixt. — I hope the Bashaw was pleased with 
it, after Belzoni had taken so much pains to 
promote the comfort of his people* 

Mrs« a. — But poor Belzoni met with an un- 
fortuni^e acddent, which detained himjfur some 
time. He received a vi<dent blow on the 1^> 
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from a soldier who was passiog on horseback, 
and was obliged to be takeik to the convent of 
Terrassanta« 

Bbbnarjo. — ^It must have been very desolate 
to be laid up at such a place ; and yet the con- 
vent was, perhaps, more comfortable than that 
shabby old house at Boolac. Did he soon re* 
cover, mamma ? I think that cruel soldier had 
never heard your favourite sentence, ^^ Do as 
yon would be done by ?'* 

Mas. a. — The common feelings of humanity 
were strangers to his bosom. Belzoni, however, 
was well enough in a few days to be presented 
to the Bashaw. 

. QwsN« — I do not like to interrupt you, mam«- 
ma ; but is the Bashaw in the place of a king ? 
What sort of government is it in Egypt ? 

Mrs. a. — ^Tbe form of government in Egypt 
is caUed an aristocracy. 

Ow£K. — What is an aristocracy, mamma ? I 
know liiat detpoHsm implies the will of the 
monarch to be the law, and that a limited mo» 
nerchy^ as in England, indicates that the king 
has only a part of the supreme power in com* 
BMip with some of his sulgects; but I do not 
und^stand what you mean by an arittoerai^. 

Maa. A.— An aristocracy is a republican state^ 

c 2 
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wherein the- supreme power is consigned ta 
nobies and peers* Since Egypt has been under 
the dominion of the Turks, it has been governed 
by a Bashaw, .who resides at Cairo, and who 
has under him inferior governors in several 
parts of the country, 

£Mii.y. — I observed, mammi^ when you were 
tatking of. the Arabs enjoying the moonlight 
under the palm-trees, and playing upon their 
tambourines, that you said they were forgetting; 
their masters^ the Turks. What bave.Turk» 
to do in Egypt ? 

SIes. a. — ^The inhabitants of Egypt are com- 
posed of different races of people. The Turks^ 
who think themselves entitled to be masters of 
the country^ because the Arabs (who are another 
race) were conquered by them : then thei*e am 
the Copts,, who are descended from the first 
Egyptians ; as well as many others^ undei^ dif- 
ferent denominations. 

And now, having wandered from our subject^ 
we will pursue it.. 

. Bbrnard. — Oh, mamma! I want to hearfome 
of Belzom's adventures and escapes 1 

Mra. A.*-Adventures are delightful things^ 
provided an escape follows. But you must have 
patience^ my boy. , 
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Belzoni made an arrangement with the Ba'* 
diaw^ and und^took to erect a machine winch 
would raise as much water with one ox as th^ 
machines ci the country with four. 

BsaNARB. — ^Useful Beisoni ! Success to your 
project! 

Ovms. — How did Mahomed Ali like il^ mam* 
ma } I expected tliat he was of too indolent a 
disposition to admire any thing new : he was a 
Turk, you know^ and the Tiuks are fismed for 
tf)^ indolence. 

Mas. a. — ^You are right, my love, in supposing 
that a person of an enervated turn of mind can* 
not derive so much pleasure from a new projeet 
as one of a more active disposition. Ali, how^ 
ever, received oox Belzoni very civilly, and was 
much pleased with his proposition* 

Owen.— And weli' be might be^ When he 
could foresee that, if put in execution, it would 
apare the expense and labour of many thousands 
of oxen. 

Mas. A. — Belzoni now conmieneed his h^w 
draulic machine. It was to be erected in Soi^ 
tNra, at ihe garden of the Bashaw, on the Nile, 
^ree miles from Cairo. He bad many diffioul^ 
ties to encounter, Bernard ; for the veiy persoos 
who trere necessary to furnish him with wood, 
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iron^ carpentry^ and so on^ unfortunately re* 
collected that they should be the fir^ to sufl^ 
by it, if the machine succeeded. Holrevev 
success is secure unless energy falls^ and Bi^coak 
in time saw his water machme completed. Birt 
as he was some time at Soubra, perhaps you 
may like to^^ hear how he passed the intervals^ 
when unoccupied by his work, r 

Bhrnard. — ^YeSj dear mamrafl— I like bim 
very much I What a clever man he was ! 

Mrs. a. — You see, my dear little boy, that • 
great deal depends upon the turn which ia givea 
to our early pursuits. The science of bydraulici 
first, became familiar to Belzoni when he was ft 
boy in Rome. 

' . BBRNAiinw — I dare say he (fid not then think 
of going to Egypt. How^ mamma ? 

MrsI a. -^During his stay at Soubra, Betioni 
became acquainted with many Turks, and piow 
ticularly with the governor of the palace af 
his house wa<i' within his walls. The garddl of 
the Bashaw was tmder his care, and a gimrd 
was kept at the gates. The seraglio is so si- 
tuated^ that it overlooks the Nile; at the. baek 
of it is a beautiful garden under the care of the 
Greeks, and kept in excellent order. Itisor^ 
namented with greea bowers ovevhung- wlt^ 
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flowering shrubs^ and alcoves in the forni of 
liltle cupulas, around whidh the fragrant plants 
twine their numerous tendrils, whilst wat^ 
iJ^Kshines constantly at work^ keep up a per^ 
f»etual verdure. 

Bkiinard. — ^What a delightful place, mamma ! 
But then Belzoni's were not the first water 
machines. 

Mrs. a. — Not actually the first, my dear, hut 
the largest, the ^ best calculat^ed to answer any 
important purpose. You^ £mily, who are so 
fend of fibwers, will perhaps smile at the 
amusements which delight the Bashaw far more 
highly than watching the progress of \A% shrubs 
and plants. In the evening, when the sun is 
declining in the west, he quits his seraglio^ and 
«eats himself on the banks of the Nile^ with his 
guards to fire at an earthen pot en the opposite 

~ EitiJ^Y. — To fire at an earthen pot, when in 
micb a- place! Ah, mamma! Mahomed Ali is 
no botanist ! 

* OwBK."^If he be no botanist, Emily, he is an 

eiccellent marksman ; for I believe the river at 

Soubra is wider than the Thames at West* 

minster Bridge. 

Mrs. Av~When it is dark he retire^ into the 
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garden, and reposes in a flbady alcove^ or 
the margin of some bubbling fountain^ witb all 
bis attendants around him^ who endeavour td 
amuse him and make him feel in good humour 
with himself^ whilst the murmturing of the 
waters^ the lively tiines of the musicid instru-* 
ments, and the soft beams of tiie moon reflected 
upon the surface of the Nile^ heighten th« 
pleasures of the same. Here Belzoni was often 
admitted^ and thus he had an opportunity of 
observing the domestic life of a man^ who from 
nothing rose to be Viceroy of Egypt, and bon* 
queror of the most powerful tribes of Arabia. 

The Bashaw seemed to be well aware of the 
benefit that might be derived from his encourage 
ing the arts of Europe in his country^ and had 
fdready reaped some of the fruits of it. Tlie 
manufecture of gunpowder, the refining of sugar, 
the making of fine indigo, and the silk manu«> 
fsicture were introduced much to his advantage: 
he is constantly inquiring after something ne#; 
and is delighted with any novelty. He ^iad 
heard of electricity, and he sent to Englaikl for 
two electrical machines* 

BfiRNARD. — Oh, mamma! now he will be 
amused : — I hope he will receive a good sho^% 
Do you remember^ £mily, our having one in 


papa's study^ when you held a little cham^ and 
1 held your hand^ and Owen mine, and we all 
jumped together ; — I hepe this electrical ma- 
diine will make Mahomed Ali jump I 

Mrs. a.— One of them was broken by the 
way ; the other was dismounted. No one coukl 
be found who knew how to set it up. Belzoni 
happened to be at tiie garden one night when 
they were attempting it^ and he was requested 
to put the pieces together ; having done so, he 
desijred one of the soldiers to mount the insu-^ 
lating stool, when charging the machine, he 
gave the Turk a good shock, who being thus 
struck unawares, utt^ed a loud cry and jumped 
off extremely terrified. The Bashaw, laughed 
at the man for doing y>, supposing his alarm 
was a pretence and not the effect of the machine^ 
and wbeii told that it was actually occasioned 
by the machine, he positively affirmed that it 
CQuld not be, for the scJdier was at such a dis- 
tance, Aat it was impossible the small chain he 
held in his hand could have such power. 
^ OwSN. — ^And how did Belzoni manage to con* 
vince Ali, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — He desired the interpreter to inform 
his Highness that if he would have the goodness 
td mount the stool, he would be convinced of 
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the &et. He besitoled for a xnament whether fear 
believe it ornot; however he aioimted the 8to6L 
Belzoni charged well, put the little chaia imo 
his hand, and gave him a smart shock. He 
jumped off, like the soldier, on feeling the eflfect 
of the electricity, and threw himself on the sofi^ 
laughing immoderately, and unable to conceive 
how the machine could have such power on the 
human body. 

Bbrnai^d. — How very droll Mahomed Alt^ 
must have looked when he was standing upoa 
tbut little stool, and especially when he fou^d 
himself forced to jump off) I like your story 
much, very much, mother, and I do so because 
it id true. 

Mas. A. — The Arabs o{ Soubra display as mudi 
fie£itivity when a marriage of consequence takes 
place, as those of any of the villages in Egypt. 
One happened while Belzoni was there, and as 
the windows of his house overlooked the spot 
where it was performed, he had an opportunky 
(^witnessing the ceremony. Early in the mofOf 
wg of the grand holiday, a high pole was reared 
in the centre of the place with a banner belong* 
iog tQ).the village 

^^ A banner !"' whispered Bernard. 

^f A streamer or flag," said LfMira, and Mrs. A*: 
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continued: A large assembly of people galiiered 
under it, and preparations were made for as 
illumination with glass lamps, musie was pre- 
pared^ &c. 

JSmily«— Then I suppose the Arabs from other 
villages came to the feast also, beating their 
tambourines and waving dieir flags. 

Mrs. a.— You are right ; but they remained 
St some distance from the pole until jnyited to 
adiraace. . 

£Bfix.Y. — I &ucy, mamma, that the pole was 
13ce tfaa^ round which the village girls fasten 
their garlands on May-day. 

Mas. A. — ^Very probably- The. old people 
seated themselves around and under the pol^, 
and the strangears were placed at a little distance. 
One of them began to sjng,^ while the rest 
^fivided themselves hito two parties^, fecming two 
circles, one withiathe oAer round the pole, and 
-frcing each celher. 

JBsRNARD.— 1 understand, mamma. I suppose 
each man put bis . arms over bis neighbour's 
idiDulders, and thus formed a chaiA- 

Mas. A. — E^SBctly so. The outer circle 9tood 
still, while the people of the inn^ circle kept 
dancing and bowing in an orderly manner to 
those on the outer. Thus they contmued three 
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iiours^ and those wlio were not in the circles 
made separate rings by themselves. 

£mii.t. — So this is the mode of dancing among 
tlie Arabs, mamma. How different to ours ! 
But where were the ladies in the mean time ? 

Mrs. a. — ^All the women were at a distance 
by themselves, and among them was the bride. 
When the dancing and singing ended, th^ all 
sat down, and a great quantity of boiled rice 
was brought to them in wooden bowls, as well 
as some dishes of melokie and bamies, and three 
or four sheep roasted, which were soon torn to 
pieces and devoured. 

^Bernard. — Melokie and bumiesy mamma! 
What are they? 

Mrs. A. — Plants eaten in common by the 
Arabs as greens. A number of boys were fiiUy * 
employed during the whole ceremony in fetch- 
ing water from the Nile. At night the little 
coloured lamps were lighted, a band of tambcm- 
rines played continually, and the entertainment 
ended a6 it^ad commenced, with a dance. 

Emily. — lam sure, mamma, that I do not 
envy those (fancing Arabs. And now, let us 
turn to Belzoni. How long was it before hb 
machine was finished,, ready, however, for the 
Bashaw to see it ? 
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Mrs. a.— Belzoni completed his undertaking 
in time. It was constructed on the principle of 
a crane with a walking wheels in which a single 
oXf by its own weight alone^ could effect as 
much as four oxen employed in the machines of 
the country. 

- Owen. — ^Then Belzoni managed his machine 
in spite of the difficulties he had to encounter 
with the self-interested workmen. 

Mrs. a. — ^Yes : he was of too enterprising a 
disposition to give up a work which was the 
chief cause of his going into that country. 

Bernard. — Before you go on, mamma, will 
you tell me what you mean by a crane ?— there 
is a picture of a crane in my Bewick — but I can- 
not at all make out what is meant by a craiie 
with a walking wheel. 

Owen. — ^I'he crane of which mamma speaks, 
Bernard, is not a di>c2— but a machine used in 
building, for raising and lowering huge stones, 
heavy weights, and sometimes water, you see, 

Mrs. a.— It is a technical term in mechanics, 
my love, and I will try by and bye to explain to 
you what is meant by a crane with a walking 
wheel. 

The Bashaw came to Soubra to examine the 
hydraulic machine. . It was set to work and 
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^ceeded adiKib'libly, drawing in the. same spa<^ 
of time six or Beveu times as much water as tke 
<x>mmoii madiiiies, 

Bbrb? ABD, — Ah! Belzoni is well repaid, mam- 
l»a. And the Egyptian farmers may sow their 
seed without being afraid of a famine— even, if 
ibe Nile do not overflow, they can r«»se water, 
«nd water ^ir fields so nicely. Useful Belzom! 

Mrs. a.— Our best endeavottrs, though they 
sometimes appear at &nit to be crowiied with 
success, may afterwards defeat the purpose fi>ir 
which .they were intended. So it was with dftose 
of our ingeniqua friend. The Bashaw took it 
into bis bead to have the oxen taken out of the 
wheels in order to see, by way of frotie, what 
effect the maebine wouM have by putting fiftees 
men into it. Poor James, tbe Irii^ lad yo«i 
know, entered along wj^ them, but no soeoier 
had the wheel turned once roundi than tbey aS 
jumped out, leaving the bey aJbne in it. The 
wheel of course, overbalanced bjr the weight 
of the water, turned back with such velocity 
that the catch was unable to stop it. James was 
thrown out, and in the fitU broke one of his 
thighs. Belzoni contrived to stop the whee) 
before it did &rther ii^ury,. which imgftt have 
been j^tal to him;. 
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Owen. — How shocking^ mammal I am not 
at all pleased with those fifteen men, and I fore* 
see what is coming. The Turks are so super- 
stitious, that they would consider such an acci- 
dent happening to a new invention as a bad 
omen — and thus I fear Belzoni's ingenuity will 
be thrown away. 

Mns, A. — You are not mistaken. The Ba- 
sdiaw was persuaded to abandon the affair, and 
the project of Belzoni being thus consigned to 
oblivion, he turned his thoughts to the antiquities 
of the country, and, possessing a spirit for in« 
vestigation, determined to make some researches. 
A gentleman of the name of Burckbardt, had 
for a longtime premeditated the removal of a 
colossal bust, known by the name of young 
Memnon, to England, and had often tried to 
persuade Ali to send it as a present to his Ma* 
jesty ; however, the Turk did not suppose it 
worth sending to so great a person. But Belzoni, 
knowing how much that gentleman wished it, 
proposed to undertake its conveyance from 
Thebes to Alexandria, and, with the Bashaw's 
consenjt, to forward it from thence to England. 
He now, therefore, prepared to go up the Nile. 
Emily. — At present he is at Soubra, three 
from Cairo-*-and where is the buijt, mum^ 

i>2 


28 FRUITS OF ENT£RPRIZE. 

ma ? Had Belzoni any motive for wishing to re^ 
move it, besides that of pleasing his friend ? 
. Mrs. a. — He was directed to « search for this 
immense statue on the southern side of a ruined 
temple, in the vicinity of a village called Gour- 
nou, near Carnac, and it was intended to present 
it to the British Museum. 

Emily. — ^Here is Camac^ mamma, just by 
Thebes. I have traced the course of the Nile 
from Cairo, with my little finger, upon the map 
until it has brought me to it. Gournou is not 
marked, but I know its situation. 

Mas. A. — ^Belzoni was requested to spare 
neither expeuce nor trouble, in getting it as 
speedily conveyed to the banks of the river as 
possible. So he hired a boat, with four sailors, 
a boy, and a captain. Every thing was soon 
ready for their departure from Soubrii. The 
whde of the implements, for the operation of 
removing the bust, consisted of a few poles and 
ropes of palm leaves. Mrs. Belzoni accom-' 
panied her husband, and they agreed to stay and- 
examine any ruins they might pass on the road. 
. Bbbnaku.— But poor James, the Irish boy— 
where was he^ mamma? 

Mas. A.— He was, happily, able t6 accompany 
them. And now, you miifli fellow their course 
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on the map, from Boolac, where they embarked, 
to Thebes* In six days they arrived at Siout, 
the capital of Upper Egypt, and from thence- 
they went to Acmin, where they landed to vidit 
tfie fijcthers of a convent ; and again proceeded, 
with curiosity highly raised, towards the noted 
temple of Tentyra. This is the first Egyptiao^' 
temple the traveller sees, on ascending the Nfle, 
as well as the most magnificent. 

Bbrnard, — It is just on the banks of that 
river, mamma. 

Mas. A..-^No, my love. It is two miles fipopi 
the Nile, and Belzoni and his party having land- 
ed, set off on asses, and proceeded to the rtdns. 
Little could be seen of the temple, till they camei 
near it, as it is surrounded by high moun^ of 
rubbish. 

BBRNARD.^-Ah, Betocmi ! I should Kke to 
have rode on my own Uttle Smiler beside you t 

Mrs. a. — When iie arrived there, he was for 
some time at a loss to know in what part to be- 
gfai his examinations. The immen^us objects' 
befi>re him struck him with surprkesind as- 
tonishment — the immense ipasses of stobeea^i-* 
ployed in the. edifice— -the mqestie appearance 
of its constructipnr--ihe variety of its ornaments, 
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add the exeeHent pr^senralion in wUch he ftiiiod 
H, had such an effect upon Belzoni, thai he 
seated himself on the ground, lost in dd%hl and 
admiration. 

Laura. — I suppose^ mamma^ that this temple 
is the cabinet of the Egyptian arts, — and I drink 
I have heard papa say, that it is supposed to lu»re 
been built during the reign of the first Ptolemy. 

Mrs. A.-ylt is not improbable that he wlio 
studied to render himself beloved by his people, 
might erect such an edifice to c<»]rvince the 
Egyptians of his superiority of mind, over the an- 
cient kings of Egypt, even in religious devotion. 

It will take us too long to describe this faaions 
temple minutely ; when Mt. and Mr8.Bel2oni 
bad gratified their curiosity, they retismed to 
their, little boat, and embarked for Thebes. 
' EifitY.— They wiU soon have reached the end 
of their voyage, and then for the great colossal 
bust. 

Mas. A. — ^Bekoni says, that it is imposs^Me to 
imagine the seaie displayed by the extensire 
ruins at Thebes. It appeared to him, on enter- 
ing it, like a city of giants, who were all destroy- 
ed, leaving onl^ the remaiiw of various tepiji^ies^ 
as propfr of their fiirmer existence. The atten- 
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tion is attracted on oitesMe, by towerii^ n&m, 
that project above a noble wood of palm trees, 
and there the traveller ient^rs an endless^nuaa- 
ber of temples, columns, obelisks, and portals. 
On every side, he finds himself among wonders. 
The immense colossal figures in the plains, the 
number of tombs hollowed in the rocks, those in 
the great valley of the kings^ with their paintings, 
^ul^ptures, mummies, and figures, are all objects 
wbrAy of admiration, and one cannot foil to 
wonder bow a nation, which was. once so great 
as to erect these stupendous edifices, a>ukl so 
far iall into oblivion, that even its language and 
writing are totally unknown to us. 

' Having taken a survey of this seat of an* 
cient grandeur, Belzoni crossed theNUe, and 
bent tns way t<»vards the ruined temple, near 
Goumou. It stands elevated above the pUn ; 
he entered the groups of columns,, regarding 
the numerous tombs excavated in the high rock 
behind them, and hte first thought was io exa- 
mine the bust he had to take away. 

' He found it on thesonthern side of the tetnple^ 
near the remains of its body and chair, with the 
face upwards. It was beautifii]^ and of immeinse 
sisee. Laura, iidto has seen it in the British 
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MiuemBy will be able to give 70U a more m^ 
curate accoimt oi iu 

Bbrn ARi>«--^I camiot imagine, mamma, bow 
Belsoni could attempt to remove it ; you know 
he had only some poles, and some ropes oi pabO' 
leaves — and palm le^ ropes, made ever so strong^ 
would not be able to support such a weight I 
think he had better hare contrived a car^ some* 
what like that the African sheep has to rest k»\ 
tail upon, in ^' Church's Cabinet/'— and by thia 
means he might have brought it to the Nile, 
and then had it placed in a boat, and coaveyed 
to Cairo. 

Mrs. a. — No bad scheme, my little boy I Bel^ 
zotti's whole set of implements consisted of fp^* 
teaa poles, eight of which he did employ-iii 
making a car, similar to what you have piSfK 
posed ; four ropes of pditi leaves^ and four roK 
lers-^they were better than wheels ; and he nowi 
began to be very busy. . r. 

£mii.y«*^As the bust was some way 6tom ^lu^ 
Nile, it would have beien too faif ^ them to sotl% 
sleep in the boat every night« How dad timby 
manage abom that ? . t,: 

Mas. A.— A small hut was fonni^d far them of i 
stones^ among the ruins of the tempie. . . 
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* BsRNARD.—^They were handsomely lodged^ 
however^ mamma ! But perhaps this little hut 
might be as comfortable as the shabby old bouse 
at Boolac^ which they were always expecting to. 
fall upon their heads^ and both our travellers are 
used to put up with inoonvenient things. 

Well, mother, now for the bust ! 
. Mrs. A*«— The season at which time the Nile 
usually overflows, was fast approaching, and all 
the lands which extend from the temple to 
the water side, would have been covered in the 
course of a month — 

Bernard. — ^Then I advise Mr. Belzoni, to 
wait till that time, and then to put his head in a 
boat, and row, row it away ! 

Mrs. a.— No such easy matter. The ground 
between the bust and the river was very uneven, 
so diat unless it had been conveyed over those 
pkkces before the inundation commenced, it 
would have been impossible to have effected it 
Belzoni, tlierefore, lost no time. With some diffi- 
culty he procured a number of men, and agreed to 
give them thirty paras a day, which is equal to 
four pence halfpenny English money, if they 
would undertake to assist him. A carpenter 
made a car, somewhat like that which support^ 
the tail of your African sheep, Bernard, only so 
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very large ; and the first operatiOR, was to plice 
the bust upon this simple carriage. The peo^ 
of Gournou^ who were familiwr with Capbany^ as 
they named it, were persuaded that it could never, 
be removed from the spot where it lay> e^od 
when they saw, what to them speared so im«* 
possible, they set vp a shout, and could not be- 
lieve that it was the effect of their own efforts. 
The next thing was tjo place it on the car. Can 
you guess how Belzoni managed this business.} 

Bernard.-^I fancy, mamma, that he boimd 
the palm leaf ropes round and round Caftmay 
very fast, and very firmly, and then the men tried 
and tried, until they had lifted him up, and 
placed him upon it. ^' 

Mrs. a. — Ah, my little friend I you do Hot 
evince much knowledge of the mechanical 
powers, or you could not suppose that tMs images 
would be moved by mere personal strength. 
Now, Owen, wha^ is your opinion ? 

OwBK.— I should think, mamma, that bjs 
means of levers, the bust might be raised so m 
to leave a vacancy under it, and then the <^r 
might be introduced by some of the people, who 
were standing ready. After Caphany had been 
lodged on this, the car itself might be raised soi 
as to get one of the rollers beneatb| and if the 
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fiaiKie operadoQ were pei-formed at the back^ he 
would be ready to be puHed up : — and then, if 
yov plei^e^ Bernard, your palm leaf ropes may 
coine in use^ to tie him to the carriage^ and 
ihraw him alohg« 

Mas. A.— -Weil^ Owen, I am pleased with your 
eM^ctore. This' is the very method Belzoni 
pursued, and when be had succeeded in getting 
it removed some yards from its original place, 
lie i^ent an Arab to Cairo, with the intelligence 
tbat the bust bad begun its jomrney to £ngland. 
Out* ingenious friend reminds xne of a remark 
made by a celebrated writer^ ^' that it is by smatt 
efibrts frequently repeated^ tUat man completes 
his greatest undertaking, to have attempted 
yffimb^ at one effort, wotikl have baffled his abi- 
IHgr^" f^t be bad still many difficulties to ien- 
counter. When the Arabs found that they re- 
ceived money forr the removal of a stone^ they 
fiwuded that it was fiUed wHh gold in Ihe inside, 
and that a thing of such valu^ ought not to be 
permitted to be taken away. 
. However, the next day, and the next, and the 
next, Caphany advaiiced slowly forwards, and 
after many delays^ owing to the softness of the 
9fmA, and to the desertion of some of the work- 
i9fili^the fear of an inuitdatioQ^ &c. Belsoni had 
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the gratification of seeing his young Memnon 
arrive on the banks of the Nile. 

Emily.— It is quite true as you say, mamma 
that perseverance is generally crowned vnih 
success. But it yet remains to put the colossus in 
a boat ; it has a long, long way to go down the 
Kile before it arrives at Cairo, and I expect Bd- 
zoni intends to stop there, to show it to Ma- 
homed Ali. 

Mrs. a. — He intends doing so, but no boat is 
to be bad. We must therefore leave the bust 
where it is for the present, and accompany him, 
if you please, into one of the caves that are scat- 
tered about the mountains of Gournou, and are 
so celebrated for the quantities of mummies they 
contain ; he wished to see a famous sarcophagus 
which was in one of them, and thither he went. 
You know what mummies are. 

Owen.— Mummies are the bodies of dead per- 
sons, which have been wrapped up in a great 
many bandages to preserve them, and a sarco- 
phagus is a sort of tomb or coffin. 

Mrs. A.— Two Arabs and an interpreter ac- 
companied Belzoni. Previous to entering the 
cave, they took off the greater part of theh^ 
clothes, and each having a candle, advanced 
through a cavity in the rock, which extended a 
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considerable length in the monntain, sometimes 
high, sometimes very narrow, and sometimes so 
low that Belzoni and his attendants were obliged 
to creep on their hands and knees. Thus they 
went on till he perceived that they were at a 
great distance from the entrance, and the way 
was so intricate that he depended entirely on the 
two Arabs to conduct him out again. 

Owen. — I do not envy his situation now, 
mamma — you know Arabs are sometimes trea- 
cherous. 

Mrs. A. — At length they arrived at a large 
place into which many other holes or cavities 
opened, and after some examination by the 
Arabs, they entered one of them which was very 
narrow, and continued downward for a long 
way, through a craggy passage, till they came 
where two other apertures led to the interior in 
a horizontal direction. One of the Arabs then 
said, ^^ Thjs is the place." 

OwisN. — Oh, mamma! How I should have 
trembled ! Why did he point out that particular 
spot? Poor Belzoni! Far from the light of day — 
in a dark craggy passage in the midst of a dismal 
mummy cave, and attended only by two Arabs 
and one other man ! — 

Mrs. a. — ^Dismiss your fears^ my love. The 
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Arab pointed out this spot as being the situation 
of the sarcophagus, but Belzoni could not ton* 
ceive how any thing so large as it had been 
described to him could have been taken through 
so small an aperture. He had no doubt bot 
these recesses were burial places, as skulls ami 
bones were strewed in all directions, but the 
sarcophagus could never have entered an aper^^ 
ture which even Belzoni himself could not pene- 
trate. One of the Arabs, however, succeeded, 
as did the interpreter, and it was agi'eed that 
Belzoni and the other Arab should wait their 
return. They certainly proceeded to a great 
distance, for the light disappeared and only a 
murmuring sound from their voices couM be 
distinguished as they went on. After a few 
moments a loud noise was heard, and the inter- 
preter distinctly crying, ^^ O man Dteu ! man 
Dieu ! Je suis perdu /" — a solemn silence ensued. 

Emily. — Oh, mamma, how di*ead^l! Then 
he is really lost ! 

Mrs. A.— Belzoni asked the. Arab whether 
he had ever been in that place. He replied^ 
'' Never /" 

Emily. -I ihink, mamma, that it would have 
been his best plan to return and procure help 
from the other Arabs. 
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Mrs. a. — He wished to do so^ but when he 
desired the man to show him the way out again, 
he said he did not know the road — he then 
called — no answer was returned — all was still 
as death--he watched for a long time--- no candle 
appeared, and bis own was almost burnt out, 
^ OwsN.-^This was an adventure indeed^ mam- 
ma! I am sadly afraid the Arabs had some 
design on hts life — do you not think he had 
better have endeavoured to find his way to the 
entrance ? 

Mrs. a.-— It was a complete labyrinth^ how- 
ever, he managed to return through some of the 
passages to that place, where, as I told you just 
now, there were many cavities. Here, again 
he was puzzled ; but at last, seeing one which 
mppesixed to be right, they proceeded through it 
along way. Their candles appeared likely to 
leave tfaem in the dark, and in that case their 
«itiiation would have been yet more deplorable. 

Bbrnarb. — ^Why did not Belzoni put his own 
out, and save the other ? — the Arab had one, you 
know. 

Mrs. a.— -Belzoni had more forethought than 
my little Bernard has, — supposing that one had, 
by some accident, b^n extinguished. 

BRRirARj>,-^Right, mamma :— I forgot that. 

b2 
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Mrs. a. — At this time^ suppostng themsdves 
near the outside of the tomb, what was their 
disappointm^it on finding there was no outlet 
and that they must retrace their steps to that 
place whence they had entered this cavity. They 
strove to regain it, but were as perplexed as 
ever, and were both exhausted from the ascents 
and descents which they were obliged to passf 
The Arab seated himself, but every moment of 
delay was dangerous. 

OwBN. — I wonder Belzoni^s ingenuity did not 
make him think of putting a mark at the en* 
trance of each cavity as he examined it, and that 
plan, you know, might have iielped him a little. 

Mas. A. — He did so, but unfortunately their 
candles were not long enough to last so many 
researches. However, hope, the cheering stat 
of life, darts a ray of light through the thickest 
gloom, and encouraged by it, they began their 
operations. On the second attempt, when pas^ 
sing before a small aperture, Belzoni fancied'he 
heard something like the roaring of the sea at^a 
distance. In consequence they entered this 
opening, and as they advanced the noise in»* 
creased, till they could distinctly hear a number 
of voices all at one time. 

BsaNARD. — What joy this must have given 
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tb^Di 1 — 8S much joy as^ it gave Owen to hear 
papa's voice ia the "ci^ood^ when he was lost 
:^bili^ we were gathering nuts last summeiv* 
pertiaps more ; for I am sure I would rather be 
losi m a hlce green wood than in an Egyptian 
mummy eave ! Go on, dear mamma. 

Mas. A. — ^At last they walked out, and to their 
BO small surprise, the first person who presented 
himself was the interpretefr How he' came to 
be there seemed astonishing. He told them, 
that in proeeeding with the Arab along the 
passage below, they came to a pit'whieh they 
did not see, and that the Arab fell into it, and in 
falling put out both candles. It was then that 
he cried out, ^' Matt Dieu ! je suis perdu /" as he 
thought he also should have fallen into the pit ; 
Ismty on raising his head, he saw at a great 
distance a glimpse of daylight, towards which 
be advanced, and thus arrived at a small aper* 
tttre<i He. then scraped away some loose sand 
add stones to widen the place where he came 
euty aiid went to give the alarm to the Arabs>. 
who were at the other entrance. Being all con- 
cerned for the man who fell to the bottom of the 
pit, it was their noise Belzoni had heard in the 
cave. The place by which the interpreter had 

£3 
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eacaped was instantly widened, and in the con- 
fusion the Arabs did not regard letting BefaMmi 
see that they were acqiuiinted with that entrance, 
and that it had lately been shut up. He was 
not long in detecting their scheme. They had 
intended to show him the sarcophagus withodt 
letting him see the way by which it might be 
taken out^ and then to stipulate a price for the 
secret; as it was in reality but one hnndred 
yards from the great entrance. 

Emily.— So with this view they had tait^ 
him that roundabout way. Well, they paid 
dear for their intended deception ! But the mAn 
in the pit, mamma, — ^what became of him ? 

Mrs. A>-He was taken out of the well^ but 
so much hurt as to be liume ever after. Thus 
the Arabs defeated their own purpose, and proved 
that self-interest indeed is blind. When men 
stoop to the meanness of equivocation or dee^ 
especially in hopes of promoting their own good> 
they are artful but not wise ; for as we can only 
judge of the circullqtstances of the present mo- 
ment, aiid cannot foresee consequences^ it is 
very likely^ as it proved with the Arabs, that 
our ci;inning will bring us into still greater diffi- 
culties. It is also pertain to deprive us of confi- 
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dence in tbe protecjting care of. Providencey 
wl)icb> as I have often told you> is the greatest 
support and comfort in every trouble* 
, BsBNABj9.. — I am glad Belzoni escaped^ mam- 

:pal I would never have trusted myself with 
those deceitful Arabs again ! 
, Mrs. A. — ^WeU,Bernard, dp you regretl^ura's 

. having taken a sketch in Egypt instead of having 

drawn the spokes of the wheels of your little cart ? 

Bbrnard.— Oh, no mamma — never mind the 

spokes ! I like your account very much. But 

where is Caphany all this ,time> with bis palm 

. leaf ropes? 

Mas. A. — ^Two guards are attending him by 
Bight and by day. Belzcmi at length ^ent to 
Cairo for a boat^ but as he knew it could not 
9inve for some time, he formed an enclosure of 
earth all round, the bust, and. spent th^ niean 
time in visiting various antiquities, 
c EMitv.— Then his courage was not daunted 
l>y that alarm, mamma; many people would 
ii^t have ventured into mummy caves, at all 
c^irents, again. . How could he preserve his mind 
from fear? . 

. Mrs. a. — By not indulging it. 
. OwjBN.^ Right! right! J like Belzoni, because 
he possessed real courage — did he not, mamma? 
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r^real fortiitude ! alAiough he was a little telti- 
fied when alone with the Arab in that dismal 
place^ yet he did not let that fear prereat hiis 
undertaking other projects. When I am a man, 
mother, I mean to be a triiveller, and to possess 
as much perseverance as mi,¥ Bdzani ! 

Mrs. A.«— Experience will teaeh you, my love, 
that it is not a very easy thing for one unacete- 
tomed to an arduous life, to pass on a suddea 
from the midst of comfort and indulgence to one 
that is ^ irregular. 

Bdzoni deiermlned to go up the Nile iivto 
Nubia, and to leave the bust where it was duritfeg 
his absence. He sent James to Cairo, and dis- 
charged the carpenter, so that a small party 
only remained, and th^y set off for Esne. 

£mii.t. — Here is £sne, only a few miles from 
Thebes, I suppose: — not a very great way,* 
mamma. 

M«s. A. — There they landed just in time to 
see Khalit Bey, with whom they had becoine 
acquainted some time before in Soubra. 

BsANARD. — Who was KhalU Bey ? we hav^e 
not hea^ his name before. 

Mrs. a. — He Was appointed to the gotenv- 
ment of the Upper Provinces from Esne to 
Assouan. 
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Bernard. — He received Belzoni very politely^ 
I suppose ? 

Mrs. A. — ^Yes: he was just returned from 
an excursion into the country^ and was much 
pleased to see him. Our traveller found him 
witK his pipe and coffee^ seated on a sofa made 
of earth, and covered with a fine carpet and 
satin cushions, surrounded by a great number 
of his chiefs, Cacheffs and Santons. Khalil Bey 
was an Albanian, but his mode of life was sinnlar 
to that of the Egyptians in general. 

Bernard. — Will you tell us what that is, 
mamma ? 

Mrs. a.— The Egyptian rises with the sun to 
enjoy the* morning air: his favourite pipe and 
beverage are brought him, and he reclines at 
ease on his sofa. Slaves, with their arms crossed, 
remain silent at the far end of the chamber, 
with their eyes fixed on lkim\ seeking to antici- 
pate his smallest wants. His children, standing 
in his presence, unless he permits them to be 
seated, preserve every appearance of tenderness 
and respect : he gravely caresses them, gives 
them his blessing, and sends them back» to the 
harem. He only questions, and they reply with 
modesty : they are not allowed that free inter- 
course with their parents which you enjoy. 
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Bernard. — How strange it would appear to 
US3 mamma ! I am sure I should be miserable 
if I were obliged to be so prim! Never to talk 
to my own papa I Papa himself would not be 
happy ! 

Mrs. a. — I grant that there is a great deal of 
di£Ference between your papa and an Egyptian 
father^ my dear boy. But custom^ you know^ 
reconciles us to every thing. The little natives 
of that country having never known the plea^ 
sures of social enjoyment and tender intercourse 
with their parents, of course, cannot lament 
their loss. 

Owen.— I think, mamma, that the Egyptian 
father appears to be the chief, the jndge^ aiul 
the pontiff of his family ! But does he spend the 
rest of the day reclining on his sofa ? 

Mrs. a. — BreakfiEist ended, he transacts the 
business of his trade or office. When visitori 
come, he receives them without many compU<* 
ments, but in an endearing manner. His equfds 
are seated beside him, with their legs crossed ; 
his inferiors kneel, and sit upon their heels. 

BEitarARD. — Ah, mamma ! that is as the little 
l^aplanders do, around the fire in their com- 
fortable huts. 

Mas. A. — ^People of distinction are favoured 
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with a place on a raised sofa, whence they over* 
look the company. When every person is placed, 
the slaves bring pipes and coffee, and set the 
perfume brazier in the middle of the chamber, 
the air of which is impregnated with its odours, 
and afterwards present sweetmeats and sherbet. 

When the visit is almost ended, a slave, bear- 
ing a silver plate, on which precious essences are 
burning, goes round to the company : each, in 
turn, perfumes the beard, and then sprinkles 
rose-water on the head and hands. This being 
the last ceremony, the guests are permitted to 
retire. 

About noon the table is prepared, and the 
refreshments are brought in a large tray of 
tinned copper, and, though not great variety, 
there is great plenty. In the centre is generally 
a dish of rice, cooked with poultry, and highly 
flavoured with spice and saffron. Round this 
are hashed meats, pigeons, stuffed cucumbers, 
and delicious melons and fruits. The guests seat 
themselves on a carpet round the table : a slave 
brings water in one hand, and a basin in the 
other, to wash. This is an indispensable cere- 
mony, where each person puts his hand into the 
dish, and where the use of forks is unknown : 
it is repeated when the meal is ended. After 
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dinner they retire ta the harem^ where they 
slnmber some hours among- their wives and 

children Such is the ordinary life of the 

Egyptians.' 

Laura. — What a monotonous way of spending 
their time, mamma ! Our intellectual pleasures, 
seem unknown to them ! The days appear to be 
passed in repeating the same things in following 
the same customs, without a wish or a thought 
beyond. And^ mamma^ how do you, who are 
such an admirer of industry, tolerate their ex- 
cessive indolence ? 

Mrs. a. — We must remember, my love, that 
nine months of the year the body- is oppressed 
by heat ; and that, as inaction under a temperate 
climate is painfiil, so here repose is enjoyment. 
Effeminate indolence is born with the Egyptian, 
grows as he grows, and descends with him to 
the grave. It influences his inclinations and 
governs his actions, and, far from daily wishmg 
to obtain knowledge and enlarge the mental 
powers, he sighs only for calm tranquillity. 

Owen. — Well, mamma ! I will allow the idle, 
solemn and patient Egyptian some little excuse, 
on the strength of the sultry climate which he 
endures two- thirds of the year. I know that 
heat does make one feel languid and indolent : 
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when I had been haymaking with Frederic last 
Tuesday, and came home so warm in the even- 
ing, I was obliged to lay on the sofa in the 
breakfast-room, while my cousins were amusing 
themselves with papa's portfolio in the library, 
although I particularly wished to join them. 
Now, if you please, we will go back to Belzoni : 
we left him at Esne, with Khalil Bey, 

Mrs. a. — ^After smoking a few pipes, and 
drinking as many cups of coffee, he left the Bey 
and returned to the boat. The following day 
they continued their voyage, and arrived at 
Edfii, where a temple, which might be com- 
pared with that of Tentyra, tempted our anti- 
quary to land. Having been highly gratified 
here, they proceeded to Ombos : the ruins that 
are left at this place gave them a clear idea of 
what it has been. Our party proceeded, and,* 
before their arrival at Assouan, landed on the 
western bank of the Nile. Here the country 
presented a more pleasing aspect than any they 
had passed since the Chained Mountains. Palm- 
Urees in great abundance grow on each side of 
the river, and some cultivated spots of ground 
extend from the Nile to the mountains. The 
old town of Assouan stands on a hill, which 
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overhangs the river : on its left is a foreirt ^ of 
palm-trees, which hides the modern town ; and 
on its right is the distant view of a gi^ntte 
mountain, that forms the first of the celebrated 
cataracts. The island of Elephantine .seems to 
interfere with the barrenness of the western 
banks, and fills the ground with picturesque 
groups of various trees. Our travellers. laiKcM 
at the foot of a hill on the left of the Nile, and 
went to see the ruins of a convent on a h]f}|. 
rock, where tbey observed many grottoes, which 
had served as chapels for Christian worsh^. 
The convent is formed of several small arjched 
cells, distinct front each other, and commimda 

« 

a view of the cafuract and adjacent country, with 
the lower part of the Nile. 

BKRNARo.TWhat do you mean hy graniUy 
mamma? 

Mas, A. — A sort of stone composed of «epa* 
rate and very large concretions rudely joined 
together. 

When Belzoni returned to the boat, the sim 
was tinging the horizon with its last beams, aiMl 
ihe shades of the western mountains had readied 
across fhe Nfle and covered the town. He feund 
the Aga (a person employed by the Turlciali 
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Government) and all bis retinue seated on a 

mm, under a cluster of palm-trees, close to the 

water. 

< 0?mN. — Ha I ha 1 I guess the Aga is smoking 

fais'pipe and drinking his coffee, according to 

custom, and talking of camels, horses, asses, 

earavans, or boats ; nothing very sublime*-^ 

nothing very intellectual, Ltmra 1 

i BsRNARD.—- Had Bel^Doni any thing to do with 

(3tts Aga, mamma ? 

'- Mas. A. — ^Yes ; he made application to him 

for a boat to carry them to Nubia, and presented 

to him some tobacco, soap, and coffee, which 

Were gladly accepted : he was a sellGish sort of 

person, and asked a great price for the use of 

the boat ; engaging, however^ that one should 

be x'eady in a day or two. 

The next morning Belzoni went to «ee the 
isle of Elephantine : he crossed the Nile in a 
wee^weebark, made of the branches of palm- 
trees, fastened together with small cords, and 
covered on the outside with a mat, pitched all 
over. The principal object of attraction there 
was a temple of great antiquity, built on rocks 
^ blue granite : oh the western bank of the 
island are many trees of cassia and sycamore. 
Having gratified his curiosity, Belzoni returned; 

F 2 
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aud, as the Aga's boat was now in readiness, htf 
determined to ascend the Nile to the second 
cataract, during the interval required for the 
arrival of the boat from Cairo, which was to 
convey the colossal bust* They therefore em* 
barked, and, on the following morning, long 
before the rising of the sun, Belzoni stood at the 
stern, waiting for its first beams to unveil the 
beautiful island of Philoe; and he had much 
gratification in taking a hasty view of its ruins, 
without stopping to examine tliem minutely, as 
he hoped to return that way : he, however, ob* 
served several blocks of stones, and an obelisk, 
which he thought might be easily removed. 

Emily. — ^Here is Philoe, mamma, in the mid- 
dle of the Nile, somewhat south of Assouan. 

Mrs. A.-tAs the wind was favourable, they 
again set sail, and arrived in the course of a few 
.days at Deir. 

Emilt. — My little finger has arrived at Defar 
also, mamma ; it is the capital of Lower Nubia* 

Mas. A.— rThis town consists of several groups 
of houses, built of earth intermixed with stones, 
and covered with reeds. 

. Bbenabd.— Oh, mamma ! somewhat like the 
little bamboo huts in Peru. But how high are 
they ? . : 
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Mrs* a. — Their height is generally about 
eigbt. or ten feet : the height of the parlour we 
dre in is between eight and ten feet. At the foot 
of the sloping and rocky hill is a small temple ; 
but Belzcmi cotdd hot go to see it^ as he observed 
that they were closely watched. 

Bbrnaed. — Why were they watched^ 
mamma? 

Mrs. A.«— You shall hear. Belzoni wetit im* 
mediately to Hassan Cacheff^ who received him 
with an air of suspicion^ and wanted to know 
his business. He told him tliat he ascended the 
Mile merely to seek for antiqaities^ and that he 
wished to proceed as far as the Shellal^ or 
second cataract. This^ the Cachfeff said, was 
impossible ; for the people in the upper country 
were at war with each other. He then ordered 
jus mat to be brought to hiny^ seated himself 
elos^ before the door of his house^ and invited 
Sttkoni to sit also. The first question he asked . 
him was^ whether he had any coffee. Belzoni 
ireplied^ that they had a little on board for their 
own use^ but that he should have half Of it. He 
nest asked for soap, and received the same reply. 
Then he inquired if they had any tolmcco : Bel- 
zoni said thai he had a few pipes, and they would 
«moke together. This pleased Hassan Cacheff. 

f3 
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The next questiicm was, whether he had aajr 
powder ; and the answer he received was, that 
they had very little, and could not spare any. 
At' this, Hassan laughed, and putting his hand 
on Belzoni's shoulder, said, ^^ You are.£ngli^ 
and can make powder wherever you go." 

OwBN.-^I should think Belzoni was glad that 
he thought so; and he had better leave hnn 
under this impression, before ,the selfish, trou- 
blesome Cacheff asks any thing more. 

Mrs. a. — ^The pipes are not smoked yet, my 
dear. By this time, however, the tobacco :wa9 
brought^ and the operation began. Hassan MQt 
persisted in it that Belzoni's sailors woiikl fiot 
advance any farther ; for they, were afraid, he 
said, to go into the upper country. Our friend, 
unwilling to give up his point, used every meam 
of intreaty^ and at length frankly told him, 
that, if he would allow him to pursue his )our* 
ney, he would make him a very handsome pne^ 
sent of a fine looking-glass. Hassan repUed, 
^^ We will talk of this to-morrow ;'' and the 
indefatigable Belzoni returned to his boat. 

OwjsN. — A looking-glass was a novelty to the 
Cacheff, I sappose, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — Yes : Belzoni went again to hitt 
early in the morning, and t<^ him that it Wftt 
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ready for his nccepUixxce, provided he would 
give him a letter of recommendation to hit 
brother at Ybsambul, which at last he did« 

Bbrnarb. — ^And so Hassan thought his look* 
ing*glass a great treasure ! But how came Bel* 
zoni to take such a thing with him ? 

Mas. A, — Previous to his departure from 
Cairo^ he had- taken care to obtain all the in-» 
formation possible respecting the country of 
Nubia^ from the natives who came to that city 
with dates and charcoal; and from them he 
learned, that a looking-glass and a few beads 
would be as valuable in their eyes as gold and 
dinmonds are in ours. 

Bbbnarb. — Hqw large was the Cacheff's 
looking-glass, mamma ? I dare say he admired 
limself very much I 

Mas. A.— It was about- twelve inches square, 
and made a great impression on the people 
tkere, who had never seen so large a one before^ 
The Cttcheff was never tired of admiring his dark 
oidoured countenance, and -all the attendants 
behind him strove to get a peep at their own 
tawny beauty. 

Belzoni, entering the boat again, proceeded 
dosim the Nile til^ he arriiaed at Ybsambul, where 
^wo temples presented altractions. I must de*- 
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•cribe them^ because they were the objects of 
another voyage up the Nile. In the front of the 
minor temple were six colossal figures thirty 
feet high, and hewn out of the rock ; as was 
also the large temple, which had one figure of 
an enormous size, with the head and shoulders 
only projecting out of the sand, and most beau- 
tifully executed. On the upper part or frieze of 
tiie temple was a line of hieroglyphics, which 
covered the whole front, and above this a range 
of figures, in a sitting posture, as large as life. 
The sand on the north side, accumulated behind 
on the rock above the temple, had gradually 
descended towards its front, choked the entrance, 
imd buried two-thirds of it. When Belzoni ap ^ 
proached this temple, the hope he had formed 
of entering it vanished at once ; for the heaps of 
sand were such as to make it appear an impos- 
sibility ever to reach the door. He ascended a 
hill of sand at the upper part of the temple, and 
there found the head of a hawk projecting out of 
the sand only to its neck. From the situation of 
this figure, he concluded that it was over' the 
do<M* ; but how to get to that door was the grand 
difficulty. 

• Ovriu9.— So it was, mamma ; tar you know it 
was necessary to remove the sand in siich a 
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direction^ that it might fall off from the front of 
the door^ but in doing this, the sand from above 
would continue to fall on the place whence that 
below was removed and thus render it an almost 
endless task. 

Laura. — Besides, the natives were like wild 
people, and knew nothing of working for money; 
indeed, they were ignorant of money altogether. 

Mrs. a. — ^All these difficulties seemed such 
Insurmountable objects that they almost deterred 
Belzoni from the thought of proceeding; yet 
perseverance, stimulated by hope, suggested to 
him such means, that at last, after much exer- 
tion, and two voyages thither, he had the satis- 
faction of entering the great temple of Ybsambul. 

Bbrnard.— And now, mamma, for adven- 
tures! I wonder whether there are any mummy 
caves at Ybsambul! 

Mrs. a. — ^By calculating, Belzoni suppose^ 
the door I mentioned to be thirty-five feet below 
the sand; and having taken a proper measure- 
ment of the front of the temple, he found that 
if he could persuade the people to work with 
persevering steadiness, he might succeed in the 
undertaking. 

EMtJLT. — ^Who was the Cacheff of Ybsambul, 
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mamraa? I think our antiquary had better have 
applied to him. 

Mrs. a. — ^Yes, my love : wishing to do so, he 
did not examine the smaller temple that night, 
but followed the road between the rocks of 
which it is hewn, and aiTived on the banks of 
the Nile, where they embarked, and soon landed 
at the village. A group of people who were 
assembled under a grove of palm trees seemed 
somewhat surprised at the arrival of a stranger. 
Belzoni desired to siee Osseyn CachefF, telling 
them that he had a letter for him from his 
brother. 

Emily. — The selfish Cacheff of Deir, mamina ? 
' Mrs. a. — »Yes: he for some' time received no 
answer but at last was told that he who sat 
there was. Daoud his son. This was a man about 
fifty years of age, clad in a light blue gown, with 
a white rag on his head as a turban, seated upon 
an old mat on the ground, a loirtg sword and a 
gun by his side, with about twenty men sur- 
i-ounding him, who were well armed with swords, 
6pears and shields. 

Daoud Cacheff begged to know what business 
had brought Belzoni there. He replied that ht 
Had a letter from his uncle directed to his father. 
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and that he came into that country in search o{ 
ancient stones. Daoud laughed^ and said that n 
few months before he had s^en another man 
who came from Cairo in search of treasure^ and 
took away a great deal of gold in his boat^ and 
that Belzoni came for the same purpose^ not to 
take stones. What could he haye to do witl^ 
stones^ if it were not to prociu'e gold from 
them ? 

Bernard. — I am afraid Belzoni will he puz- 
zled to convince Daoud. How did he manage, 
mamma? 

Mrs. a. — Very cleverly. He told Daoud thai 
the stones he wished to take away were broken 
pieces belonging to the old Pharaoh people^ 
and that his motive for coming in search of them, 
was to know whether our ancestors came from 
that country. He then asked where he meant 
to go in search of these stones. Belzoni said, 
that the place in the rock had a door, and that 
by removing the sand they might enter the 
temple^ and should perhaps find many stones 
there, and accordingly proposed to have it- 
opened. After some difficulty, he managed to 
convince the people of the value of money, for 
they had never heard of such a thing, having 
been accustomed to exchange various articles, . 
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and Daoud at length consented to find work- 
men^ provided Belzoni would give them each 
two piastres a day, which he consented to do. 

Owen. — Well mamma, Daoud was rather 
more reasonable than his uncle Hassan, who 
required so many presents before he would allow 
Belzoni to continue his voyage. But there now 
remains consent to be obtained from Osseyn 
CacheflF, Daoud's father. 

' Mrs. A. — This was the greatest difficulty ; he 
lived at Eshke, a mile and a half up the Nik. 
To secure his favour (for favour in this land 
may often be procured by bribes), Belzoni sent 
forwards to him some rice, sugar, and tobacco; 
and received on board in the evening some sour 
milk and warm thin cake of dhourra bread. 

Bernard.^ What is dhourra, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — The common grain of Egypt, my 
love. The bread is baked on a flat stone raised 
at each corner so as to admit a fire under it, the 
paste, which is soft, being laid on it, spreads in a 
minute over the stone ; as soon as one cake is 
baked another is done in the same manper, and 
90 on, and this dhourra bread forms the general 
food of the countrv. 

Emijly.— It is made very much in the same 
manner as the fisherman's wife (whom we saw 
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at ^txH pretty cottage on tfae Cumberland moiun- 
taiiis)^ was making her oat-cakes. Do you xe- 
k&ember^ Bernard? 

Bernard.-— Ob, yes ! yes ! and the fishermaa^ 
rosy boys showed me how to catch shrimps in a 
little net, whilst you looked »t the woman 
making them. 

Go €mf mamma. I want to know what the 
Cacheff said to BelzonL 

M«s. A.—- They went the n^t morning to his 
residence at Eshke, and were told that he was 
from home^ but would return in a few days. 
This occasioned some disappointment; but as 
Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni did not wish to return to 
Ybsambul without having had an int^view with 
him, they went on towards the second Cataract, 
and about nine, two mornings after they had left 
Eshke, they made for the shore, as near as pos- 
sible to the last cultivated land on the left. 

Emily. — I have found the situation of the 
second Cataract, mamma, and the place of 
which you speak must be Wady Haifa. 

Mrs. Av — A few of the natives came to look at 
the strangers, and, at Belzoni's request, they wil- 
lingly brought asses for them to ride to the cata- 
ract; and now, Bernard, place yourself on your 
own little Smiler, and fancy yourself one of the 
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' party. Proceed to the Cataract and take sereral 
views in different directions. Mount the rock$, 
and take a survey of the wide sandy deserts. 
Observe the wild antelopes that are skipping* 
about on the crags of the few black cliffs which 
project here and there, and having e^njoyed the 
grand prospect affin'ded by this Cataract, and as 
the sun again is sinking beneath the horizon, 
return to the little bark. 

Bbrnard. — And from thence, mamma, where 
shall I go ? 

Mrs. a. — You may accompany Mr. and Mrs. 
Belzoui, who immediately crossed for the isle of 
Mainarty, where they arrived at dusk. They 
saw fires and people at a distance, but on land- 
ing, could not find any i)ne. The huts were 
left, with all they had, which consisted only of 
dry dates, and a kind of paste made of the 
same, which they kept in large vases of clay 
baked in the sun, and covered with baskets 
made of palm leaves ; a baking stove, and a mttt 
to sleep upon, comprized the whole of their 
^fiimiture. 

OwBN. — Ah! they little expected visitors at 
such a time! I suppose they were honest them- 
selves, as they did not suspect their neighbours : 
but pray, mamma, how large is this bland 1 
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Mrs. a.— The whole of the island is about an 
eighth of a mile in length and half as much in 
breadth. The whole settlement consisted of 
four men and seven women^ with two or three 
children. They have no communication with 
the main land, except when the water is low, 
for at any other tiipe, the current, being just 
under the Cataract, is so rapid that it is impossi- 
ble to ford it, and boats never go to this island. 
They are poor but happy^ knowing nothing of 
the enticing luxuries of the world, and resting 
content with what Providence supplies, as the 
reward of their industry. They have a few sheep 
and gpats^ which supply them with milk, . and 
the few spots of land they have are all culti- 
vated, producing a little dhourra, , which you 
k^ow is the principal food they require. The 
wool of their sheep they spin into yarn ; they 
wind the thread round little stones, and thus sus- 
(lend them to a long stick fixed in a horizontal 
position between two trees, to form a warp; 
and by passing another thread alternately be- 
tween these, fabricate a kind of coarse cloth, 
with which they make their dress. 

£iiiLY. — When we were overtaken by the 
thunder storm last summer, we went into the 
we^ver'k cottage at the end of the. park, mam- 
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ni8^ therefore I understand what you mean by 
the warp : but this plan is still more simple tbad 
our weaver's. I wonder how they pass the 
woof— you do not mention their having a sfaiit- 
tle :<^I should like to live in Mainarty, mamma \ 
But where are the inhabitants all this time ? 

Mrs. A.<-*It was quite dark when Belzoni 
found this poor and truly happy people. Tbcy 
had lighted a fire to make their breads and the 
light of this fire directed him to the spot where 
they were. I suppose they had been terrified by 
having seen him ait a distance^ for they were aU 
bid in a hole, under some rtoiis of aa old ca«d^ 
vrUeh slaaads cm the south side of the island^ afid 
when he approached them^ the womeft set up a 
loud scream. A person wha was with hii% a 
native of Nubia^ could talk their language, and 
managed to pacify them, but could not entice 
more than one man oot ol the hole. 

BsiiNjkRn.r-*'! eaanot thmk why tbey were 89 
mueb alarmed ; and to hide in that hole was verjr 
curious*— like playing at hide and seek^ mamma. 

Mrs. a.— Their fear was owii»g to some de^- 
predations committed by the robbers of Wady 
Haifa, a few years before, who at low water 
fe«ded over %&> the island, and- did att the injuiy 
tfaatcoutd be doae tjo mefa people. The strangers 
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assured them that they were not like the robbers 
of Wady Haifa, but onjy came to get some one 
to shew them the way to the Cataract. At this 
they were more alarmed than ever^ and said that 
it never happened that boats passed higher 
than Wady Haifa, — it being impossible to pro-* 
ceed farther, owing to the quantity of rocky 
islands. At last, however,* they prevailed upon 
two of the men to accompany them the following 
morning, and pilot them towards the Cataract 
as far as the boat could go. 

Bern ABD. — What a great deal of courage 
Belzoni had ! 

Mrs. a. — According to agreement, they went 
on board, and with a strong north wind advanr 
ced in their little bark until they found them- 
selves so tossed about, by the different currents 
and eddies, as to prevent a farther progress ; 
and at the same time so situated, that they could 
not return back for fear of being driven against 
some of the rocks which threatened them on each 
side. 

Emily. — TheyaYe in a deplorable situation 
again, mamma 1 Unable to go backwards or for- 
wards^— but no treacherous or deceitful Arabs 
ar^ with them now. 

Mrs. a. — They were confined to one spot for 
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•boat an hour. Sometimes tbey bad a rajdd 
start far a hmidred yards, then^ all at once^ were 
stopped add turned roimd in spite of all thev 
efibrts^ aad of the north wind which blew veiy 
Inrd. At last they were caught on a sudden in 
o«e of the eddies of water, and driven against a 
sharp rock, concealed about two feet below 
the sur&ce The shock was dreadful : it is btt^ 
possible to describe Belzoni's emotions^ for 
he thought at the moment that the boatwstt 
split in two — and the object of his tenderest soli*- 
eitnde wag oa board^^for her, he saw no mode of 
escape — had he been alone, he might have swam 
onshore.— However, bis trust in the protecting 
care of Providence did not forsake him-^they 
found that no barm was done, and that by cros* 
i^mg the rock they were on, tbey might reach 
the other side of the river. They did so as quiek- 
)yas possible, and landed^ rejoicing in the thOU|^ 
of the danger they had escaped. l%ey were 
obliged to pursue their route on foot } carrylag 
with them provisions and water, they pro^ 
ceeded on the rocks, over a plain of sand tod 
i^rtones, until they arrived at one called As)alfy 
which is the highest in the netghbourhood of Ae 
Cataract, and commands a complete view of the 
fells. 
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l&Mtt^'^And now our lovers of naUure are 
we]] repaid, I have no doubt, mamma, for the 
prospect must hare been very fine. 

Mas. a. — Belzoni says that it was a truly 
magilifieent scene. The several thousand islands, 
of various forms and sizes, with as many di£» 
ferent falls of water, running rapidly onward, 
whilst counter-currents returned with equal 
velocity ; the blackness of the stones ; the ver- 
dant foliage of the trees, scattered on the islets, 
kitermixed with the white bubbling froth of the 
numerous cascades, formed a picture neither to 
be described nor delineated. 

Havii^ been thus compensated for their ven- 
turous excursion, our travellers returned by a 
Utile route to Ybsambul. 

Bbrkabd. — ^The tempks^ are at thatplace^ 
and now we shall hear how Belzoni endeavour* 
ed to persuade the natives to open them, and 
what Ossyen Caeheff, who, I suppose, was come 
home by this time, said to him. 

Mrs. A.^— 4Ie went immediately to his «on 
Daoud, who presented to him a letter from 
Us father, and sent for the men who were se- 
lected for the work. These people were com-^ 
pletc savages, and whoily unacquakted lirith any 
kind of bbour. However, aocording to diree- 
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tion^ they began their undertaking in such a 
manner^ that the sand would fall off from the 
centre of the front of the temple^ where the 
door was supposed to be. 

Bernard. — Had they spades to dig away the 
sand; mamma ? 

Mrs. a.— No: not spades; but a long stick 
with a cross piece of wood at the end, at each ex- 
tremity of which was a rope. 

Bbrnard. — ^I understand, mamma. One man 
would draw the cross stick back, and another 
man would pull it forwards. Did this plan 
answer ? 

Mrs. A. — Yes: they found it very usefol in 
clearing away the sand^ and as this was the first 
day of their enter prize, they proceeded better 
than Belzoni had expected ; all their thoughts 
and talk were on the quaptity of gold, pearls^ 
and jewels they should find in the place. 

Laura. — That was a good thing, mamma, be- 
cause it acted as a stimulus for them to proceed. 

Mrs.' A. — ^Thus they went on for some days, 
but as they bad not before known the value of 
mcbey,^ so now their wish to obtain it knew no 
bounds : they continually wished to procure 
more than their employer allowed them; the 
other people also began to desire it, and came 
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in siich numbers^ that had he wished it he would 
have found it difficult to supply them all. Their 
desire to see the inside of the temple^ and to 
plunder what it might contain^ increased, and 
they gave Belzoni to understand^ that all that 
Was there was their own property, and that the 
treasure should he for themselves. He in vain 
endeavoured to assure them, that he expected to 
find nothing but stones^ and wanted no treasure; 
they &till persisted, that if he took away the 
stones> the treasure was in them, and that if be 
could make a drawing or likeness of them, be 
could extract the treasure from it also, without 
their perceiving it. 

OwsN. — ^They had great confidence in Bel- 
zoai's ability, however, mamma, as well as an 
uncommon degree of superstition I 

Mrs. a. — Some proposed, that if any figure 
were discovered, it should be broken before he 
carried it away, to examine the inside. 

Owen. — How provoking! Then poor Belzoni 
had no encouragement to proceed; — it was not 
of much use to take so much pains, only in the 
end to gratify the selfish curiosity of those 
savages, — and according to this, he might not 
make drawings, much less take away any statue 
or any thing else that might be found. I thinks 
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under such circumstances, mamma^ it will not 
lessen our ideas of his perseverance and patience 
if he does give up opening this temple : — I can- 
not bear the thought of his spending so many 
days to no purpose ! 

Mrs. a. — From the slow progress^ or rather 
from the immense quantity of sand accumulated 
together, Belzoni perceived that his work would 
require more time than he could spare at that 
period before its completion; still he would 
have persevered had not another and a stronger 
motive presented itself. 

Bernard. — What was that, mamma ? 

Mrs. a.— The want of that very article which 
a few days before was despised and unknown, 
and now he found that he absolutely could not 
proceed without it. — It was money which, even 
here, had shown its usual power among man- 
kind of exciting avarice and a selfish disposition, 

OwKN. — And here the sentence I repeated in 
my Latin lesson this morning is just d propos, 
mamma, ^' the love of money increases as the 
money itself increases." 

Bernard. — But perhaps, mother, Belzoni was 
nearer the door than he expected, — he could 
not see through the sand, you know. I wantecj^ 
him to have met with some adventures in this 
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temple^ and I^ for my part, do not like him to 
§^ve it up I 

Mrs. a. — I will tell you how he managed. 
He had some water brought up from the Nile^ 
and poured down close to the door. 

OwBN.— Ha! ha! a very clever plan! just 
likc^ our ingenious Belzoni 1 This would stop the 
sand from running until he had made a hole 
deep enough to perceive whether they were 
near the door. I hope they are ! — He supposed, 
in the first place, that the sand was about thirty- 
five feet in thickness, and how many feet had 
they removed it, do you think, mamma ? 

Mas. A.-^They had removed so much sand as 
to uncover twenty feet in the temple, but from 
the hole that was made, Belzoni perceived that 
it would require a longer time to reach the 
^oor than he could stay, and more money than 
he could afford, although the colossal statues 
above the door were by this time completely 
exposed. He therefore obtained a promise from 
the Cacheff that no one should touch the place 
till his return (which would probably be in a 
few months), and contenting himself with put- 
ting a mark where the sand was before his ope- 
ration had commenced^ and taking a sketch of 
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die exterior of the temple, he quitted it, with a 
firm resolution of returning some time to acoMot- 
.plish its opening. 

Emilt. — Well^ mother> he acted both pm^ 
dently and judiciously ; but I should h«re beMi 
afraid lest the selfish people who had worked 
for him should have opened it in the neaii time. 
However, where did he go next, and when did 
he return to Young Menmon, who has beea 
staying this long period at Thebes, banked vp 
with earth and palm-leaf ropes? 

Mrs. a. — They set off in the boat, and de^ 
scending the Nile rapidly, arrived in a few dsjcs 
at Shdlal. 

Emilt. — My little finger is following then 
rapidly, too, mamma; and here is Shellal, or the 
first Cataract, marked on the map ; — ^we passed 
it before, I recollect. 

Mrs. a. — When they reached the Isle of Phi- 
loe^ Belzoni took particular notice of the smnfi 
obelisk which he hoped at some fiiture time t& 
bring to England, and he sent for the Aga of 
Assouan. 

Emily.— We are got back to Assouan, are w«, 
mamma ? — I remember it, just cm the opposite 
side of the Nile to that of the Oataract-^and 
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I remelDdber the selfish Aga, too^ who asked anch 
a sum for the use of his boat : whj did Bel«Hu 
send for him ? 

Mas* A. — ^To persuade him to use his iut^^^st 
m having the obelisk taken down the Cataract | 
but this^ for want of a boat, could not be effected 
that season. I mentioned the obelisk to you before. 

OwKN. — Yes^ mamma: it was formed of 
granite, twenty*two feet in length and two in 
breadth, so that it would want a pretty large 
boat to convey it. 

Mrs. a. — Belzoni took possession of it^ giving 
the Aga four dollars to pay a guard for it till his 
return. The next day they proceeded to Assouan 
by land. On their arrival they were Informed 
there were no boats to take them to Esne^ so 
there they were obliged to wait. 

Emiut.— 1 do not expect the time was lost on 
Belzoni ; yet I am sorry for him to meet with 
this delay, for he no doubt was anxious to return 
to Thebesy and to see his young Memnon once 
more. 

Mas« A«— ^What we eannot help, we must of 
course endure. Our entorprizing friend often 
jfound it so, and be amused himself during this 
p^iod by taking another tour in j^ephantine. 

EMiLY.-^And when he returned to Assouan^ 
had the boat notadeita appearance^ 
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Mb8. a. — ^No : no boat had yet arrived. The 
delay was tedious ; however, nothing could be 
done but to submit to it. 

Belzoni was seated one evening under a grove 
of palm trees^ eating some rice soup with the 
Aga^ when an Arab came and whispered in the 
ear of the latter, as if he had something of great 
importance to communicate. 

BjBRNARD.t— I should uot havc thanked him 
for the interruption ; I do not like the Arabs at 
all, since they treated Belzoni so shabbily in the 
mummy cave. ' 

Mrs. A. — TheAga rose, though his dinner 
was not finished, and went away with the.air of 
a man of great business. 

Bernard. — ^That looked very suspicious; what 
do you think the Arab had whispered to him? : 
' Mrs. a.'— You will hear in time. Half an 
hour after he returned, accompanied* by two 
other persons of distinction and an.cdd man. 
They, all seated themselves around him, and after 
introducing the affair with some caution, asked 
Belzoni whether he should like to purchase a 
large piece of diamond. It is true he was n0 
diamond merchant : however, he told the Aga, 
that if the article were good, and they ccmld 
agree, he would buy it, but that it was necessary 
for him to see it first. The A^a said that the 
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piece had been found by one of the natives of 
that place^ and, as he was not in want of money, 
it had been preserved in the family for many 
years. The original proprietor . being now dead, 
his successor wished to dispose of it. 

Belzoni requested to see it, and .therefore 
retired with them to some distance, out of the 
way of the people; when. the old man, with 
great solemnity, took a small wooden box from 
a pocket in his leather belt. In this was a paper, 
which he unfolded ; after that, two or three 
others, till at last he opened the scmctum sane* 
ionem, Belzoni took its contents in his hands 
with no sinall degree of expectation, but alas ! 
how did he look, when he perceived that this 
great treasure, which had been so long carefully 
stored, was only part of the stopple of a commoSi 
glass cruet, of the size of a hazel-nut, with two 
or three little g^lt flowers upon it! All his hopes 
vanished : and as the others were attentively 
r£!gardUng his motions, they could not fail to 
observe the disappointment marked in his coun- 
tenance, and their hopes vanished too. . When 
they were told it was only a piec^ of glass, the 
words aflFected their minds like the unhappy 
tniings of some great misfortune ; they walked 
off in solemn silence, not without giving him an 
liiqiiiring look to learn whether be were really 
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in earnest But he also shared their disappoiiit^ 
meaty and the smile od his face could give them 
RO hopes. 

BeRRABD* — ^What ignoraucel to mistake a 
piece of glass for a diamond ! I am glad it was 
no worse 1 When you told us, mamma, that the 
AgB walked off in solemn silence, I began to be 
alarmed for Belzoni. 

Well, is the boat arrived ? 

Mrs A.*-*No : no boat is yet to be seen. ' BeL* 
aK)ni, therefore, proposed bespeaking two camels^ 
and travelling to Esne by land ; when this redo* 
lutikm was known, a boat was soon in readiness, 
and he discovered that the whole deby was a 
fraud to detain him ait Assouan, several little 
barks having been concealed in different places* 
Our travellers had a rapid and agreeable voyage 
down the Nile, and reached Luxor in safety. 

£MiLv«-^Lus:or, just by Thebes, manuna, here 
it is. 

Did they find the boat come from Cairo, to 
tAke Ci^hany thither ? 

Mrs. a. — Hie Cacheff had procured one, and 
when they arrived at Thebes, they found it 
fastened to the bank where the ootossal head was« 
Belisoni met with much opposition when he wisb^ 
ed to remove this great bust ; some thought timt 
it wbuld orertialance the boat, and<umsequentl]r 
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be lost in the Nile ; others wished to retain itj 
supposing it contained gold ; and others alleged 
that it was impossible to put it into the boat, as 
the bank was more than fifteen feet above the 
level of the water^ which had retired at least a 
hundred feet from it. His vexation was great^ 
in thinking that all his efforts and exertion in 
bringing the head to the Nile were to no pur- 
pose, and that it would probably never reach 
England, as the opposition was so powerful. 

Owen. — After having taken so much pains I. 
After having made the car, and the palm leaf 
ropes ! After having employed so many days in 
removing it !-*«Ah, Belzoni ! how little they knew 
how to appreciate your industry. 

Mrs. a. — Perseverance in laudable pursuits, 
as I have often told you, will reward all our la- 
bour, and produce effects even beyond our cal- 
culation! 

With some trouble, Belzoni collected a hun- 
dred and thirty men, and, under his superinten- 
dance, they began to make a causeway, by which 
to convey the head down to the river side. This 
was finished the next day, and the bust brought 
to the edge of the slope ready to be embarked. 

BERNARu.^And how was that managed, dear 
mamma? 

h3 
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Mm. A.-^It required some thought) for it 
no easy undertaking to put a pieoe of gnmite, of 
such btdk and weight, on board a hoat, that, if 
it received the weight on one side, wonld ioK 
aieifiately upeet. 

OwBN. — CouM the Egyptians fonmsh no ne^ 
ehanical powers, mamma, and thus reiKler the 
opemtion more practicable ? 

Mas. A.— No, my dear. It was to be doMe 
without the smallest help of that Idnd, or evcii a 
single tackle, and with poles and ropes <mly« 

IfAirnA. — ^The people there know scax-eely 
amy thing of mechanics, Owen ; their iitmoat 
sagacity reaches only to pulling a rope, or silting 
on the extremity of a lever, as a counterpoise or 
baiance. 

Bbhnard. — Will you tell me, dear Laura, 
what you mean by a lever? 

Laura. — A lever, my love, is the foundation 
of all the medianiced powers. It is nothing more 
than a strait stick, or bar of wood or inm :-*- 

OwEN« — Did you never read, in ^Sandfbrd 
and Merton,^' Bernard, about the siiQfwbaU 
which they rotted sAong with so much ease, by 
using two long sticks, which w^te called levera) 
I will read it to y(m, and explain all that you 
want to know, another time, if you will let 
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na 90 -oil without i^eiiig eo parfcieular. We are 
waAdaring from fielzoni. Now, mother^ will 
you tell us how the head was let down that 
steep bank ? 

MwLs, A, — Yes : provided you will allow little 
Bernard to have his questions aaswered another 
time, without expressing impatience. 

The causeway was made gradually sloping to 
the edge of the w»ter^ close to the boat^ and with 
the four poles a bridge was formed from the 
bank into the centre of the boat. 

£itijLv.-^I under^taofl, mamma ; and so when 
the weight bore oA the bridge, it pressed only on 
tlie middle of the boat, 

OwBN.— 'And this slender bridge rested partly 
on the causeway, partly on the side of the bout, 
and partly on the centre of it. 

Mas* A| — On the opposite side of the boat 
Bdzoni put soi^ mats, weU filled with straw. 
A few Arabs were i^ti^M^ in it, and some at 
each side, with a lever ifrv^^^ wood, as there 
was nothing else. A%.th^ middle of the bridge 
he plac^ a sack filled with sand, that in case 
die colossus should rua too4Pat into the boat, it 
might foe stopped. 

Ow&N« — How did he contrive to make it de- 
scend gradually ? You know tf they had given it 
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a push, and it had gone ai once, it woold have 
overbalanced the boat, and perhaps drowned the 

Arabs. 

Mb^. a. — Behind the colossus, Belzoni had 
the trunk of a palm-tree firmly planted, round 
which a rope was twisted, and then fastened to 
the car, so that it might descend gently. He set 
a lever at work on each side, and at the same 
time that the men in the boat were pulling, 
others were slackening the ropes, and others 
moving the rollers as the colossus advanced. 

OwEK. — I wish it a prosperoiw journey ! How 
nicely Belzoni managed it. I should like to have 
seen the jnen all at their work, each so busy ia 
h is own station. Well, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — Thus it descended very, very slowly^ 
from the main land to the causeway, when it 
sunk a good deal, as the causeway was made of 
fresh earth. However, this was better than if it 
had run too fast towwds the water. Belzoni 
thought so too, for if itiiad fallen into, the Nile, 
it would have been not only a mortification to 
himself^ but a disappointment to many anti- 
quaries in Englani^ who were longing for its 
arrival. However, it went safely on board. 

Berkabd. — Delightfiil, mamma! I am as 
gl^ as Belzoni himself could have been ! 
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Mb8, a. — The Arabs^ who were of opinion 
that it would go to the bottom of the river^ or 
crush .the boat, were all attention^ as if ansdous 
to know the result, as well as to learn how £he 
operation was to be performed. When the 
owner of the boat, who considered it as lost, wit* 
nessedBelzoni's success, and saw the huge piece 
of stone, as he called it, safely on board, he came 
forward and heartily congratulated him. Bel- 
zoni was rejoiced to see his long anticipated pro- 
ject thus crowned with success. 

The party arrived at Cairo the following month. 
Thence they proceeded to Rosetta. 

Emilt. — ^Here is Rosetta, mamma, on the 
western branch of the Nile, and near its mouth. 
But was the colossus landed there } 

Mrs. a. — Yes : and as tackle was to be* had, 
of which Belzoni was destitute before, as well 
as proper workmen, it was rendered quite an 
easy operation, and conveyed in safety to th^ 
Bashaw's magazine, there to await its embarka- 
tion for England. 

Mr. Belzoni became acquainted with a gen- 
tleman at Rosetta, who received him into his 
house in a most hospitable manner, and was 
much interested in his affairs, feeling the plea- 
sure of a true Englishman in seeing one of the 
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most finished articles of Egyptian art ready to 
be embarked for his native country. And here 
we will for the present take leave of our friend^ 
wishing that the indefatigable zeal displayed in 
all he undertakes may be rewarded with equal 
success: and you, my dear children^ whenever 
you want a stimulus to patient^ persevering in- 
dustry, think of Belzoni ! 


CHAP. II. 


Laura was a botanist. She loved to ramble 
in search of wild flowers, and she frequently did 
so before breakfast. A few mornings after the 
preceding conversation^ the sun arose with un- 
common splendour ; but the glistening dewdro^s 
moistened every blade of grass^ and bespangled 
every leaf. Laura^ instead of wandering in her 
favourite fields, proceeded through the liittle 
green gate of the shrubbery, and followed a 
winding gx'avel path that brought her to the 
stable^yard, in which were the children's gar- 
dens. Here she found Bernard, busily employed 
witli his spade : carefully replacing flowers that 
wei-e trampled down, trimming them and cleao^ 
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iag them^ ftnd planting them anew ; the border 
which he had cultivated with so much delight, 
was all in confiision and disorder; the cherry- 
tree^ from which he had promised himself so 
much pleasure^ in presenting its first fruits to 
his mother, was pulled down from the palisades 
against which it had been trained; his little 
crop of wheat was levelled with the ground;— 
the young liburnums were eaten ; the rose-tree 
was broken ; all was a scene of desolation and 
confusion ! Yet the persevering little Bernard 
did not complain; h^ smiled and looked at 
Laura ; Laura smiled also, for she guessed what 
thoughts were passing in his mind. 

Our young readers may wish to know what 
can have been the cause of all this disturbance. 
The little gardens, as we have said, 'were in the 
stable-yard. A door that led into the stable had, 
unintentionajly, been left open; Smiler had 
taken the liberty of walking out, and had beea 
tempted by a pendant branch of Bernard's cherry- 
tree to trample upon that very spot, where his 
little master had bestowed so much pains, and 
in which he had passed many a happy hour^ 
toiling in the heat of his brow. Laura watched 
her brother* He smoothed the ground with the 
little rake his papa had given him ; he dug a 
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hofey and placed his. rose-bush afirasb^ oidy first 
Ctittmg off the broken stalks; he then, with 
the utmost patience, and without uttering erne 
complaint, assisted the gardener to train the 
poor cherry-tree in its former station, holding 
the little tin tacks and the shreds of list, as James 
held his hand to receive them ; and James, the 
gardener, and Bernard, together, after workmg 
for two hours, had the satisfaction of beholdk^ 
the garden restored to neatness and order. 

Bernard came in to breakfast. His cheeks 
glowed with a brighter red than usual; bis 
countenance beamed cheerfiilness and joy; he 
seemed in perfect good-humour with himsetf 
and with every one around him, and every one 
appeared in good^humour with him ; this was 
the effect of bis industry. 

His mother, who had heard from Laura how 
the morning had been paiiised, said, 

" Well, my love, you have proved the truth 
of my assertion, that perseverance, exerted in 
laudable undertakings, will reward all our la^ 
hour, and produce effects beyond our fondest 
hopes!" 

^^ Ah, mamma !'' said Bernard, ^^ it was Bel- 
zoni who first taught me to exert it I You know, 
I saw what he gained, by pergeverance, so I 
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tliought I would foflow bis example, and not 
g^ve way to despair. You do not regret having 
^iveh me that account of Belzoni, do you, 
mamma ?" 

*^No, indeed, my dear boy I" replied tbe 
fond and Affectionate mother ; " I am delighted 
*in witnessing the first finiits of my story; and 
having thus profited by the first account of our 
enterprizing traveller, you are well entitled to 
another." A tear glistened in Bernard*s eyes as 
his mother bestowed this well-merited praise. 

He dispatched his basin of milk ; the break- 
fast things were soon removed ; the maps were 
once more laid on the table, and Mrs. A. com- 
menced her narrative of Belzoni's second excur- 
Mon up the Nile. 

In I8I7 a boat was prepared, well covered 
with mats, and closely lined all round, with a 
curtain to the door, to prevent the dtist or wind 
from penetrating the cabin. 

Belzoni and his little party embarked from 
Boolac. 

Emijly.— Will you tell me, mamma, what is 
the principal object of this voyage, and to what 
place they went first, that I may follow them 
upon the map ? 

Mrs. a. — ^Antiquities had touched a chord in 

I 


86 FRUITS OF ENTERPRISE. 

Belzom's heart : they were the chief olgects of 
his researches. He now more particularly wished 
to visit the temple of Ybsambul, and to make 
preparations for opening it; when that was 
accomplished, he intended to return to the VaUey 
of Beban el Malook, and to endeavour to ent^ 
the tombs of the kings, and afterwards to visit 
the Pyramids. 

Do you recollect the temple I mention?- 

Owen. — Yes: perfectly well. Belzoni had 
just made a hole in the sand, when he left it 
before, and had discov^ed that he had then 
neither time nor money for exploring it. I shall 
)>e glad if he succeed now. I have wished all 
along for him to go back to Ybsambul; and 
I hope the men will behave better this time, and 
not make him say, " crescit amor nummi.'* 

Mrs. a. — ^Their departure from Boolac was 
attended with a contrary wind, which caused 
their progress up the Nile to be so slow, that 
in four days they only reached Tabeen. 

Laura. — ^A little village on the eastern bank, 
opposite Dajior, Emily. 

Emily.— Then they passed by Cairo, and by 
several pyramids, for here is Dajior, but Tabeen 
is not marked. 

Laura.— Because it is so inmgnificant a place. 
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t suppose. Yoii can put a litfle mark Tf Hih your 
pencil^ my love, 

Mrs. Ai— It was at this village, Bernard, that 
Belzoni drew a view of the distant Pyramids, 
from which sketch Laura was taking hers the 
other evening, at the time you thought them so 
uninteresting. 

Bernard. — My opinion is changed now, 
m^mma : — it is best not to form a judgment too 
soon, — is it not ? I quite love the name of that 
UtiSe village : / do not call it insignificant, for 
Laura's drawing led to my knowledge of Bel- 
zoni. How long did he stop there, mother ? 

Mrs. a. — When the sketch was taken, they 
proceeded to Meimond, where their attention 
was attracted by the cheerful sound of a tam- 
bourine, by which they concluded that there was 
an Arabic feast in the village, and leaving their 
comfortable bark, they went on shore. 

Bernard. — I wonder if they were dancing in 
the odd manner you told us about before, with 
their arms over each other's shoulders, and bow- 
ing about. 

Mrs. A.'— However it might be, they were 
not much gratified by the sight, and therefore, 
returning to their boat, went on to Minieh. 

EfiiiLT. — I have found Minieh, mamma. It 

1 2 
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appears to be abouthalf way betv^^n Caiioand 
Thebes. Did they land there ? 

Mrs, A. — Yes: it* was ne^es^^ry (o.do.sp^ on 
account of seeing Hamet3ey5 wh^ bas ooiamand 
Over all the boats on the river; 

OwKN. — Ha I ha ! I dare say. he stales huair 
self admiral of the Nile, and thinks himst^. m 
great as any admiral on tbe> sea ! 

Mrs, a. — ^Belzonl found this miglMy ^qmssmn 
der sitting on a wood^i ben<;b^ and attended, bjp 
two or three of his sailors ; and here healso sfyot 
two Copts, who bad b^en sent by Mr.. D^uetti 
up the Nile, in seiu'ch of antiqiuities. 

£mijly. — In search of antiquities,, n^amma, 
like Belzoni ! then I suppose there, will be soma 
emulation between them, and I am g^d pf U. j 
but. I should like to know who tbi^ Mr; DrvHielli 
Is I the Copts, we already know,, are desceiicled 
from the first Egyptians who became Chtri^tianSi 

Owen, — I think, Emily, it was very unfortu-* 
nate for Belzoni that he did me^et wkk tbe^e mfm ; 
how can you tell but they m^ go^ tjO Yb9lim« 
bul and finish removing the sand, a^d^ spoil 
aU the nice plans that I have in my head* 

Emlly.— Indeed, Owen, I cannot teU wTmt* 
those may be, but will you tell us,, mam^Espi wto 
Mr. Drouetti was ? 
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Mrs. a.*— He was the Ex^French Consul, in 
Alexandria, and Owen is right in supposing 
Belzoni would rather have avoided these men ; 
especially as he learned that they wished to 
arrive at Thebes before him, and to purchase all 
that the Anibs had found during the preceding 
season. 

OwBN.— How provoking ! but the Copts were 
at an equal distance from Thebes with Belzoni : 
why, therefore, need they arrive there before 
him? 

Mrs. A. — ^Because their mode of travelling on 
asses or horses was much more speedy than the 
progress of the boat could possibly be, and thus 
Belzoni would have no chance of regaining the 
spot of ground where you recollect he found the 
statues. 

. Emily. — Yes, mamma: upon the plain at 
Thebes, where, you told us, ** the traveller finds 
himself on every side among wonders.^' 

Mrs. A. — He was not long considering how 
to act, and resolved to set off immediately by 
land, and, by travelling day and night, was in 
hopes of reaching the place before them. Ac- 
cordingly a horse and an ass were got ready ; 
and taking with him his Greek servant, he left 
Mr. Beechey (the young gentleman who accom- 

i3 
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panied him on this jowmey). to -cone uf the Nile 

•I his leiwire* 

• £iMii«T.— But where was Mrs. Bdzmu ? 

Mrs. A.-^bc was left at Caira, with the BA- 
tish Chancellor. Now I will tell you with whai 
ttcpeclition this rapid journey was coiB^h^ed. 
Look on the map, Emily. 

Eif i&Y.«-*My fiager is at Miuefaiy maioHia. 

Mas. A. «— Our travellers set off at iaiAmghl» 
and forced marches brought them the iiesft 
morning to Manfatout. From this place tibey 
hastened without delay, and arrived at Swit 
before daylight. At sunrise they mounled 
again, and arrived before dark ^t Tahta. Hef« 
they rested in a convent for fow hours, alailwtd 
afiresh by the light of the moon, and readied 
Girgeh in the night. 

. Emi^y.— That must, have been very pleasant, 
niamma ; I shoidd like to ride upoii a dciiihey 
by moonlight, when the moon was just peefdn^ 
from behind some dark clouds, and aU avoimd 
was silent and still. 

MftSiA, — ^They resumed their journey atone 
o'ch>ck in the mormng, reached Farshioiit «l 
aoon, and, after a delay of four hoisirs^ id oottse-^ 
quenee of not finding a Aresh horse immediiMiely, 
amved at night at a village near Badjoura. 
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ficre tfaef rested tiw hours^ i^ armed: at 
Qeneh at three. Having dined^ they pro<- 
oeeded onwurd, rested a eouple of hours at 
Beimt ai nighty and reached Luxor the following 
«oon. 

And now, Owen, what say^you to becoming 
a traveller ? 

OwBM. — I say, mamma, thai Belsoni deserves 
m great deal of praise, and that I should like 
to have' been in his plaee. 
' Mto« A.— I see you cannot form any idea of 
the difficulties a person mi;i$t imdergo, travelfing 
tbrougb a tract entirely destitute of the neces- 
saries of life, and sleeping only (or eleven hours 
during five dajrs ! 

Bbrnailz). — But had he nothing to Qat all that 
time, mamma ? Are there no inns in Egypt ? 

Mns. A. — The fathers of the convents at some 
of the towns through which he passed afiorded 
trim great accommodation. They provided hixn 
'With beasts and provisions for the road i&nne- 
dis^Iy on his arrival ; and, in places where there 
wiis IK) convent, he went to the house of the 
Sheik «1 Balet, where travellers of all sorts as* 
setuble at u^ht : they are somewhat lik^ our 
inns, but without our accommodations. Indeed, 
he was* so fatigued tod stiff, that any place of 
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of prostrate oohuniis which fiteralty atnsir ih« 
ground, made hira remain a IcHig time iiioU«»ile88 
with raptore; and he more than once fek mr- 
clined to prostrate himself before monmnents, 
the erection of which seemed to surpass the 
genius and the powers of man. 

OwsN.— I think tliis scene would have smieil 
Laura, mamma : she is fond of any thing siib* 
lime. 

Lauba. — Yes : how much I should have en- 
;^ joyed wandermg with Belzoni in that magnt' 
fic^it place ! I have often thought so when I 
have been looking at the view of it. I think, 
mamma, RoUin very justly observes, that 
^^ Egypt seemed to place its chief gkwy in rmalng 
monuments f<Mr posterity.^' 

BKRNARD.^-Will you shew us the drawing, 
dear Laura ? 

The kind sister rose, and fetched a largo, 
very large folio volume from the library taUe, 
and turned to a plate representing the extea^ve 
ruins of the temple at Carnac. 

Mas. A.«— Belzoni was there early ui the mom« 
ing, when the sun was rising, and the long^ 
shades from the various groups of cokimns ex* 
tended over the ruins, intermixed with the raya 
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«f light Striking on the masses in various direc- 
^tions, formed such delrghtful views^ as (he tells 
us) baffle all description, 
t OwsN. — Do you think, mamma, that Belzoni 
was more pleased with Ais temple than with 
the temple of Tentyra ? I remember you said, 
that when he first saw tkaty he seated himself 
upon the ground, lost in wonder and admira- 
tion. 

Mas. A. — He thought that edifice exceeded 
this in point of preservation, and in the beauty 
of its workmanship and sculpture; but here he 
was lost in a mass of colossal objects, every one 
of which, to use his own animated language, 
was sufficient of itself alone to attract his whole 
attention. 

•^ Emily. — ^These majestic objects gave Belzoni 
more delight than that which he received on 
escaping from the mummy cave, I think, mam- 
ma; or even than that he experienced in seeing 
young Menmon safe in the magazine at Cairo. 

Mrs. A. — It was a superior pleasure, my love, 
and a pleasure which superior minds only can 
enjoy. Association gave it» one grand charm. 

£milt; — What do you mean by associatio7i, 
mother ? 

Mrs. a.— The connexion of our ideas is called 
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association. As Belzoni viewed the batiles^.prou 
cessions^ triumphs^ feasts, and offerings psrintetl 
and sculptured on the walls, he did »ot 4(mlit 
but they related to the ancient history <^a o6liii«- 
try universally admitted to be 

** The queen of nations, and tbe boast of times, 
Mother of science and the lumse of gods.*' • 

This idea would lead a contemplative mind fo 
look back on the days and deeds of other timeb 
— to the consideration that all human greatness 
is transitory and fleeting — and that the tim^ 
would come when even these memorials of 
former magnificence should be levelled with %ht 
ground, and knoWn no longer. TTiese reflec- 
tions would be very natural ; do you not tMink 
so? 

EMiLY.~Yes, mamma; and such jfeeSings 
M-Tould be both melancholy and pleasing. Now 
will you tell us whether those Copts have ar- 
rived at Thebes ? 

Mrs. a. — ^It was quite late when our fiii^d 
left the ruins, and returned to Luxor, to the little 
hut of an Arab, Who ceded to him part 6f 'his 
chamber and a mat, which he tells us formed tt& 
excellent bed. He was told that the two Coptd 
had arrived, and had begun their researches 
tensively. 
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£Kii4r.-^l%ftt was very mi^tiffmg ititellU 
geneei But trarollers must leara to endure 
disappoiiitments. Yet I am sorry for Belxoui, 
to be thus repaid after haying travdled^ day and 
iG^ht, so inany luindred miles I 

BBRMAfto.-^I thinks mamma, that the Aridt^'s 
mat was rather better than tbe sugar-cane bed ! 
But what a change! from thode grand and de* 
Hghtftil ruins to-a little hut \ 

Mas. A.~He wai; obl^ed to be contented^ 
however^ my love. Being imable to procure 
Bosoiy nien on the east side of the Nile, he deter- 
mined to try what could be done on the west^ as 
he had the good-will of the Cacheflfe^ there : but, 
unftff tunately^ the boat with Mf . Beeehey had 
not arrived, and he could not proceed for wanti 
of money : havmg #om prudence as he came 
1^7 land, brought but little with him. Accord- 
iogly he left Mr faiterpreter, and set off in » 
small boat to meet his friend* He arrived at 
Qfaenlh in a4ay or two^ where they wem ri^iced 
to meet each other, it took them three (teys to 
reach Thebes, when they moored their bark, 
Mid recommenced their operations with what 
people they eouM obtain. The work at Gournou 
Was continued, and occu^ed as much of Belzo- 
niV attention as that at Carnac. 


98 FJRUITS. OP ENTKRBBIZBi 

Emily.— Govrnou is DOt oMurked, mam * 

OwBN. — Oh, Emily, i do you ncA recollect 
Trbereit is P.just on the. oilier side of theNilc^ 
nearly opposite Carnac.. The. mummy caye is 
there, you know ; the cave : into whieh Belaot^ 
w^nt .with those selfish, deceitful Arabs. 
. LauBA. — Gournou is a tract of rocks, about 
two milea in .length, at. the foot of : the Libyan 
mountains, on the west of Thebes : eveiy. pint 
of these rocks is cut out by art, in the forq^ of 
lar^e and small chambers, each of which has 
its separate entrance; and thoi^h. they are. 
y€^ cl^e to each other^ itis. seldom that therelisi 
any anterior communication from one to another* 

£m]£.y. — I jremember perfectly well .mwy 
Owen,: that mamma told us they are celebrated 
for .the quanl^ty of mummies they contain* ^ . 

Mas. A.T-Itis impossible to give you: any idea 
of .those subterraneous abodes and their, inba-: 
bitants. . 

. BsBNAan. — Will you be my dictionary^ Laura, 
and tell me what . mamma ^ means by rsubien^ 
ramous? 

Lauba,— When you learned,, in yoi|r,igeQ« 
gri^hical lesson the other d£^y^ tha^ thei^coiiper^ 
niines jn Sweden are very numenous^andi formed 
subterraneous habitations^ £c^ different famlli^. 
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'frecollect telling you that stib is Latin for ntidery 
terra for earth, 

Bernard. — Suby terra — under, earth— under- 
ground : I will try not to forget anothertime. 
• Mrs. a.— There' are no sepulchres in any part 
of the world like those of Goumou, nor any ex- 
4C.avations or mines that can be compared' to 
l9i08e astonishing places. No exact description 
,of their interior can be given, owing to the 
difficulty of visiting them. 
' Owen. — Surely Belzoni^ will not venture into 
one again, mamma I ' I shall tremble for himi, 
especially if he trust himseif under the care of a 
treacherous Arab. 

Mrs. a. — ^It is true that the people of Goumou 
are superior to any other Arabs in cunning imd 
deceit ; but when Belzoni had resided some 
little time at Thebes, and was known to them, 
they found it in vain to attempt to delude him 
anymore. 

OwBK.-*'I do not wonderat that,' mamma : for 
I do not believe that a very clever person could 
he easily deceived* 

Mrs. a.— Why not ? 

Owen. — ^Because, mother, I think wte moi^ 
^equently see superstitious or cowardly persons 
imposed on^ tfaaa those who are ]k>t so : and thus 
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one end of acquiring knowledge is, that it pre- 
vents our being deceived by others, and enables 
us to avoid tbeir cunning. 

Mr9« a* — And can you find any other reason 
for wbicb the attainment of Icnowledge is de-^ 
sirabJ^P 

OwEN-^ndeed, mamma, there are so mmy, 
that I do not Icnow with which to begin. 

Mius. A.«-«'KQOwledge is intrinsically valuable, 
my dear boy, as it elevate$ the tiiind, <a»d quaK<^ 
fy^ U9 for higher degrees of feliciiy, both in tiie 
^^sent and in a future life ; and tilie acquisilioa 
0f U9efisl knowledge exercises tmd invigorates 
the powers of the understanding ; its cultivation 
m youth promotes virtue i it is, ther^^re^ the 
true foundation of all our happiness. 

Qwi^N.-^So it is> mamma. WiU you now give 
W a description of the mummy eaves in gtii 

neral? 

Mrs. A. — ^A traveller is generally satisfied 
Wbeo be has seen the large hall, the gallery, tiifr 
»taircase> and as far as he can oonvenientiy gcC 
Besides, his attention is taken up by the pidi^' 
ings be observes on the walls ; so that, whettlife' 
eomes to a narrow or difficult piUsage, oir tb 
hive to descend to the bottom of a well dir 
iu^vHf, he declines taking such firouble^ nattt-r 
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mfly supposii^ that he cannot see in these 
abysses any thing so magnificent as what he sees; 
above, and on that account deeming it usekss' 
to proceed any farther. > 

. OwBir.— The air must be very close and dis- 
j^^eable^ mamma., 

Mrs., a. — Particularly so. Many perscMoi 
oould not withstand the suffocating effect it pro-: 
duces ; and the enterprising traveller is also: 
annoyed with the immense quantity of fine dufit, 
^nd the efiluvia arising from the mummies ;. the. 
§ntry or passage ^here the bodies are is roughly 
cut in the rocks. 

Owen. — And these. rocks are of granite; the/ 
fiEdlingof the sand firom the upper part causes 
the passage to be nearly . filled up, . I suppose ? 

Mrs. a. — Y^i in : some parts there is not 
more than the vacancy of a foot or two left, 
which you must . contrive to pass through in a 
creeping pgsture, regardless of the keen and 
pointed stones with which the p^th is strewed. 
After gettmg through these passages, some of 
them two or three hundred yards long, a more 
commodious place is generally found, perhaps 
h^^ enough to seat yourselves* But what, a 
placo of rest { surrounded by bodies, by heaps 
of tmummiesjn all directions,' whij;h^ previous to 
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being accuatomed to the siglity wwM imprem 
upon the mind diagasi and horror. The Uafikh 
nesft of the walls, the fiunt light given by the 
candles or torches for want of air^ the dftffiMn^iil^ 
objects that surround the venturous traveUer, 
seeining to converse with eaeh other, and (the 
Arabs with tordiea in ^tlieir hands^ naked and 
co^^ered with dust, themselves resembling living 
mummies, form a scene that cannot be described^ 
B8flMiiRB.<-*But did any 4Nie ever venture so 
lar, mamma } 

. Mas. A«— *Yes : in such a situation osir ent^y 
prizing Belzoni, whom no difficulties could 
deter, frequently found himself. . At first he 
generally returned exhausted and fainting^ .but 
at length becanje so inured to the exertion^ that 
he could freely venture into diese cUves, iar 
difbrent to what he suffered. Sometimes,- ha 
tells us, after the trouble of entering into s«ch 
aplace, throngh.a passage of fifty, ahundeedy 
three faandred^ or six liundred yards, he wmiA 
seelc a r^ng place and contrive to ait, boil 
whtti hii^ weight bore on the* body *i^ womeftth 
eayed Egyptian, it crushed in immediately. Ho 
would XhtSL naturally have reoomtee to Ins iiaods 
to sustain this wdghl^ but they couM findno 
bettev su|pport, so that he would sink altc^yier 
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among the bf oken mnfiimies, with a crash o( 
iMmes^ rags, and wooden cases, which raised 
such a diist as sometimes left him motionless a 
quarter of an hoar, waiting till it subsided 
again. 

Bernarb. — Oh, mamma, how shocking 1 It 
will be a long time before I shall enter into a 
isave at Goumoiu But will you tell me why the 
handles should Htom iaiutly for want of air ? 

Mrs. a. — It was a peculiar air, my dear, and 
almost unfit for animal life. Belzoni could not 
have borne it long at a time ; and this same kind 
of air, which often proves fatal to the life of 
animals, will also extinguish the flame of a 
torch or candle. When you are acquainted 
with the principles of chemistry, 1 shall be 
better able to explain the cause of this singular 
effect. 

' '■ Hie people of Goumou live in the entrance 
<»f «uch caves as have already been opened $ «iid 
by making partitions with earthen waits, they 
fHrmhabitatk>ns for themselves, as well as for 
ikeir cows, camels, buflUoes, sheep, goats, and 

d#gB. 

ByBRNAR».-^Live in those horrid .cavea^ 
mammal How miserable that must be I 

Mrs. A«-*-I cannot account for Hub cheiee. 
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fi» they hare plen^ of stcme ficom the sanmadr., 
ibg tombS) unless it be from their indolenosy ta 
save fbe^ trouble of building houses, and in bofies 
of nceiving mon^ from travellers. 

Emily. — For what purpose did Belzoni.eater. 
tbose caves ? 

Mrs. A,---<His principal oigeet wa&;^. rob 
the E^gyptiaos of their papyri, of which ha 
found a few hidden in the numerous^fokls o£ 
elo^ that enveloped liiem« 

OwjsN. — But what do you mean by pafg/ri^ 
mother? 

Mrs. a. — You have heard of the papyriea or. 
paper rush, my love, which grew on the banks 
of the Nile, and of which the maicients made, 
clothes, sailS) domestic utensils Itffed writing 
paper. 

Bernarb. — I have heard of it, mamma $ and.. 
I understand the process by whidb they , made 
their paper^ perfecdywell. They pressed the ^ 
leaves that surrounded the stem^ flattenii^i 
and smoothing them ; I suppose the JleftTiBSL. ^{^ 
the paper r^sh clung round each other, as thfie . 
of the great American aloe do . in the confer . 
vsitory. But whiM; has all this ; to do isi^tb.JBi^- 
zooi's pafiyii.? ; rt . . 

, libu. A.---A ,gK0at deal, myUlttofriiiidi^lr* 
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cause by those papyri are meant the scrolls oi* 
reeords^ that were usually placed with the 
ntummies^ contaitimg histoHcal ^cts, wMdk 
would prove very us^l to the au^uary were 
he able to decipher them. Sjuch people as 
could 9,tEord it would have a sycamore case to 
be buried in, on which the history of their lives 
was painted ; and those who could not afford a 
c9se, were contented to have their lives wi*itten 
on papyri^ rolled up, and placed above their 
knees. So you are now acquainted with the 
motive whidj\ induced Belzoni to enter the dis-> 
mal caves at Gouraocu 

£Mii.y.<-*Were the ancient Egyptians ac- 
quainted with linen manufactures, mammal 
You mention the foldings of their cloth. 

Mrs« A.^-*Yes, evidently^ and in a perfection 
nearly equal to our own. Belzoni observed 
some of the cloth of which their garments were 
made^ quite as fine as our muslin, of an even 
texture, and spun so curiously that the threads 
were scarcely visible. 

Owen.— Then their knowledge was not con- 
fined to architecture and* sculpture } 

Mrs. a.— By no means, my dear. Q^lzoni 
wft9 ^rtunate eupugh to find many specimens 
of their manufactures^ among which was ^Id 
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leaf beaten nearly as thin as ours. They had 
also the art of tanning leather^ and of staining 
it of different colours : and thus they were able 
to make shoes of various shapes, and as good as 
those we wear. They fabricated a sort of gls^s, 
of which they made beads and other ornaments ; 
and they had also manufactories of pottery ware. 
Thus you see the Egyptians possessed diversity 
of talents ; things of minor importance were 
not forgotten, amidst objects both grand and 
sublime. 

- L AUftA. — I like them the better for that^ mam- 
ma. What you have said about combining great 
things with matters of comparatively small 
consequence, reminds me of my favouritS 
Elizabeth Smith; who, although possessing 
talents which would have been distinguished in 
an University, thought it no degradation to 
make a currant tart ! 

Mrs. a. — 'Those are in reality the greatest 
minds, which, possessing profound and varioui 
learning, do not object to its being shaded tyjf 
the exertion of every domestic virtue. * - 

Besides enamelling, the art of gilding wUs iii 
high perfection among the Egyptians, as BdMiti 
found several ornaments of that kind. They 
knew how to cast copper, as w^U as how to &km 
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it intp: sheets ; and had a metallic compositiaa 
^t unlike our lead, but rather softer. 

OwjsN,— Very much like the lead we see on 
paper, in the tea-chests from China, I suppose, 
mamma ? £mily once had some of it, with the 
Chinese pictures^ from which she Wished to copy 
the figures for the screens. 

Mas. A. — Yes^ it resembled that, only it was 
thicker. Carved works were very common and 
in great perfection, particularly in the propor* 
tion of the figures, which were made to preserve 
that sweet simplicity peculiar to themselves, 
and which is always pleasing to the beholder. 
The art of varnishing, and baking the varnish 
on. clay, was carried on in so superior a style, 
that it would b0 difficult to surpass it in the 
present day. 

LAimA. — As Emily is fond of drawing, mam- 
ma, I imagine she is anxious for you to touch 
uppn that darling topic. 

Mas. A. — ^Alas, my Emily, painting was not 
UL so much perfection among the Eyptians as the 
other arts. They knew not how to soften fi'om 
^oaA^ to shade, until the last in ^^ purest light 
yras lost.'^ Neither could they spread the glow- 
Vfng. tinge across a sable landscape \ nor yet 
peiiial a deUcale Aowijgr unfolding its numerous 
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petab. Tbeir paitttfaig was extrem^ simple, 
as they possessed bo knowledge e4 shadewiog^ 
to etevate ther figures. Great credk, however, 
is due to theas lor their taste in disposing like 
eoioars, such as they had. 

Emily.— *What were they, mamma ? 

Mrs. A.— Only two sorts of Mue, red, green, 
yellow, and blaek. With these they adbmed 
ilhieir temples, tombs, or whatever they wif^ed 
to have painted. 

Lattra. — Next time we go to town, Emily, 
you shall visit the Egyptian Ha8, where your 
euriosity will 1>e amply gratified by obsarving 
the style of Egyptian painting. 

Owen. — And now, mamma, will you tdl me 
about the style of architecture that was generally 
employed ? 

Mrs. a. — ^The Egyptians were a primi#^e na- 
tion ; they had to form every thing, wit&ooV^ » 
model before them to imitate : yet so fertile w%0 
their inventive faculty, that, instead of confin&i^ 
themselves to five orders of architecture, tiiey 
had so many that new ones might be contkitianf 
extracted from their ruins. We have reasotor 16 
believe that our Ionic order originatedin Egypt. 

OwBN. — Oh, yes: and papa told me he ftad 
heard that the invention of tike omamieDt eolled 
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the volute was derived from die circtimstaiice 
ef a girl living a basket, covered with a til^ 
oa a bed of celery : the plant on growing um 
and being interrupted by the tile^ having bent 
backwards and assumed the spiral form. I should 
like to know if this aaeodote be true. Any thing 
is more interesting when we can depend upon 
^ts. correctness. 

, Well, mamma, will you tell us in what oth^r 
arts the Egyptians excelled ? 

Mbs« a.-*— Their wonderful sculptures are ad* 
mired. for the boiklness of their execution. . Geo<^ 
metry is universally believed to have been first 
found out by them ; and astronomy is also re- 
garded as their invention. 

Indeed, that l^ey were early <^elebrated for 
their wisdom and literature |^ sufficiently ob« 
yiouS|»both from sacri^ and profime history : 
the form^ assuring us that Moses was learned 
10 all the wisdom of the Egyptians^ and that 
the wisdom of Solomon excelled all the wisdom 
oi Egypt; and the latter allowing this nation to 
Jbave been the parent of all philosophical know* 
ledge. 

BnnNAaD.— Where did Belzoni reside, mam- 
ma^ during the time that the works at Gournou 
and Camac were .<»rried on ? 
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Mas. A. — Generally at Luxor ; but wheu he 
had been busier than usual, he took up his lodgf- 
ing at the entrance of some of the tombs ; aad^ 
far from being miserable, Bernard, he. \r«6 
amused with the novelty of his habitation. The 
dwellings are usually in the passages, betw>een 
the first and second entrance to a tomb ; the 
walls and the roof are as black as any chimney ; 
the inner door is closed up with mud, excefH; a 
small aperture sufficient for a man to creep 
through. Within this place sheep are kept at 
night. Over the door-way there are always 
some half-broken Egyptian figures, and the two 

foxes — 

Bernard. — Stop, mamma, if you please :-— 
two foxes ! What had foxes to do there ? 

Mrs. a. — ^The^Egyptians attached great im- 
portance to animals, and foxes were coottdered 
as guardians to their burial-places. You know 
I have frequently told you, that these peo^te 
worshipped animals of different kinds ; and in 
their tombs Belzoni frequently found the mmaa- 
mies of bulls, cows, monkeys, cats, fishes, birds, 
and crocodiles. To the latter they attached 
great importance, regarding them with high 
veneration. 

BsRNARn.— I am glad we did not live at that 
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lime^ mamma^ or perhaps we might have wor- 
shipped cats^ and dogs^ and crocodiles too. 

Mas. A. — Most probably : I dare say we should 
have been no wiser than our neighbours ; and 
I think we ought to be very thankful that we 
live in better times. 

Bernard. — ^That puts me in mind of a verse 
or two, in my *^ Hymns for Infant Minds :'* 

<' I thank ihe goodness and the grace 

Which on my birth have soiil'd. 
And made me, in these Christian days, 

A happy English child. 

I was not bom, as thousands are. 

Where God was never known. 
And taught to pray a useless prayer 

To blocks of wood and stone." 

But, mamma, you were giving us the de- 
scription of a grotto at Gournou. Will you 
goon? 

. Mrs. a. — ^A small lamp is spread in a niche 
in the wall, and a mat is placed on the ground ; 
and this formed the grand divan, wherever Bel- 
zoni was. The people used to assemble around 
him, and the conversation turned wholly on 
antiquities. Such a one had found such a thin g 
and another had discovered a tomb. Various 
articles were brought for him to purchase, and 
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he had someiimes remson to rejoice al hayi^^i 
stayed there. 

Owen.— -Then they bad discovered that he 
was an antiquary. For mypart^ sooner tbaai 
trust myself with the people of Gournou, in one 
of their black dismal caves^ I would Utc in one o£ 
die bamboo huts of Peru^ or in one of the tittle 
Laplanders' dwellmgs^ made of briars, and barl^ 
and rein-deer skins : either would be much 
more agreeable^ would it not, mamma ? 

Mas. A. — Possibly it might; but it would not 
have answered Belzoni's purpose to have been 
transported across the Atlantic^ to the flowery 
fields of Peru^ nor yet to Lapland's land of snow^ 
for in both places antiquities are unknown* 

Every human being can be happy if he like, 
for happiness certainly depends on ourselves* 

OwBK.<— Do you know, dear mamma^ thatife 
does not suit my views of happiness, to talk of it 
among people who live in caves like wild bea«t^ 
or rather who live in tombs, among tke mum-* 
miesand rags of an ancient nation,^ of which,! 
suppose, they know nothing. 

Mrs. a. — But this is trifling, compared with 
tineir slave-like state : subject to the capnM 
of a tyrannical power^ who leaves them na 
chance of receiving any remuneratbm for tbnr 
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labours^ and no prospect of any change except 
for the worse. Nevertheless they are happy^ 
my love, for custom reconciles all this. The 
labourer comes home in the evenings seats him-* 
self near his cave, smokes his. pipe with his com- 
panions, talks of the last inundation of the Nile, 
its products, and what the ensuing season is like- 
ly to be ; his wife brings him the usual bowl of 
lentils and bread, moistened with water and salt^ 
and when she can add a little butter, it is con- 
sidered a feast. Knowing nothing beyond this^ 
he is happy. 

"Hie young man's business is to accumulate 
the amazing sum of a hundred piastres (two 
pounds and ten shillings) to buy himself a wife> 
and to make a feast on the wedding day. 

Emily. — ^To buy a wife ! That is the drollest 
thing I ever heard of ! Cheap articles too, mam- 
ma! Two pound ten shillings! — I am sure I 
would not be bought. 

Mrs. a. — You are not sure of any such thing, 
my dear. Were you a young lady of Gournou, 
you would most probably resemble the young 
ladies there. When a man wants to marry, he 
goes to the father of the intended bride, and 
agrees with him what he.is to pay for her. This 
important affair being settled^ so much money is 

h 3 
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to be spenl on tbe weAding feast. To set up 
hoQse^keeping, notbiuir ia requisite bnt two or 
three earthen pots, a stone to grind meal, and a 
mat^ which it the bed. The lady has a gown aad 
jewds of her opwn ; and if the bridegroom pre« 
sentfi ber with a pair of bracelets, of silirer, ivocjrj 
or glass, she is fortunate and h^)py indeed. Thus 
these poor people, baring never known our haaoh 
riesand indulgences, sigh not for thewantof tltem. 

Owen.— «And tbeir bouse is ready, mamma, 
without rent or taxes ; this must be very con-; 
venient. I remember our man Edward said 
that he could not afford to be married till n^xt 
spring, because the rent of the cottage he wished 
to have was so high. 

Mrs. A.-*There is no difficulty of this sort at 
Goumou. If one house do not please them, fbey 
walk out and enter another, as there are several 
hundreds, or perhaps thousands at tbeir com* 
mand. At length they fix upon one. No ntia 
can pass throngb tlie roof,^ and a door is Hot 
wanted, as there is nothing to lose. They mdte 
a kind of box, of clay and straw, wtdch after two 
or three days' exposure to the sun becomes 
quite hard. It is fixed on a stand ; an aperture 
is ' left to put all tiieir precioiis things into it, 
and a piece of a mummy case fibrms the diocn*. 
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Belzoni had by this time acquired aiitiqaiiies 
enough to fill anodier boat, and bavhig 6eciireid 
all the valuable coUection in one spot, buiU a 
Bsud wall round it, and covered it with earth ^ 
they left an Arab Scheik to guard it, and «$et off 
for Assouan. 

. £mi].y«-?-So they are going to that old tomi 
a^^n, are they ? It was there that Belzonilbund 
Ihe selfish Aga, and all his retinue, seated on a mat 
under a cluster of palm trees. They are bound 
to Ybsambul from thence, I suppose ? . I lAall 
be glad when they get to the temple agi^ 
noamnia. . 

Mrs* a. — They did not remain loi^ at As* 
soiian, but proceeded to Philoe. Have yon fer« 
gott^i this name ? 

Emily. — Oh no, mamma. I remember, m 
your account of Bekon^s last voyage, you told 
us that he stood at the stern of Uie vessel, wnt* 
ing for the first beams of the sun to unveil that 
beautifiil island ; and he found an obelisk there, 
and gave the Aga four dollars to pay a goar<l for 
it till his return. Is be going to remove that obe- 
lisk now, mamma ? 

Mas. A. — ^No : notjust at present, but at some 
fiiture tune ; his chief object now is to hasten to 
Ybsi^mbuk 
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During their stay at Philoe, two captains ar- 
rived, who were going lip the Nile as far as liie 
second Cataract ; and as there was some difficulty 
in obtaining two boats^ it was agreed that Bel- 
zoni should join them, and thus form one pai^. 

Bernard. — A very good plan, mamma, be- 
cause they would pass Ybsambul on their way. 

Mrs. a. — Accordingly they embarked; the 
two captains, Mr. Beechey, three servants^ and 
Belzoni himself. 

Bernard. — But Mrs Belzoni, mamma?— you 
have forgotten her. 

Mrs. a.— No, no, my good friend. I have 
just been thinking how much courage she pos- 
sessed, for as there was only one boat, she was 
left in the island of Philoe till the return of the 
party. 

OwRN. — Left by herself in the island of Philoe, 
mamma ! Do pray tell us something about her : 
where did she live during their absence ? 

Mrs. a. — She very much wished to accom- 
pany them, but as there was only one boat, she 
was obliged, to her own mortification, to remain 
behind, notwithstanding the great desire she had 
to witness the opening of the interesting temple 
at Ybsambul, However it was in vain to give 
way to useless regret. Mrs* Belzoni tocdc^^ up her 
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abode on the top ofihe temple of Osiris, in that 
island, wher€^ with the help, of some mud walls, 
she csQcJosed two comfortable rqoms ; and 
ani^iu$ed herself in observing the customs and 
characters of the inhabitants, and exchanging 
little articles with the Nubian women during 
Mr, Belz/>ni's absence. 

B£RNARi>.-7Well, she had patience, and cou^ 
rage, and resolution, indeed, mamma ! 

Now, will you please to tell us when they 
arrived at Ybsambul ? 

Mas. A. — In the course of a few days ; they 
were disappointed in finding that the Cacheffii 
Were not there, but at Jomas, opposite Deir. 
They sent an express, to inform them that they 
were come with permission to open the temple, 
and in the mean time proceeded to the second 
Catiuraot. Previous to their arrival at Wady 
Haifa, they followed the side of the Nile, as far 
as they coulci go with their boat, and then landed 
and walked three or four miles to the rock 
A^ir i for the delightful views, which you re- 
member Belzoni saw on his first excursion^ 
tempted him to wish to behold them once more, 
and to observe the pleasure with which his com?* 
panions would look upon them ; but the islandi 
did Hot appear so numerous, nor did the water 
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fiirm those foaming eddies^ which had befovese 
finely interspersed the views with white and 
green. Notwithstanding^ the whole was very 
grand, and Belzoni was much gratified in seeuig 
it again. 

Having returned to the boat^ they passed the 
night on the same side of the river. The next 
morning they crossed the water> and entered 
into an inlet of the Nile^ where they moored 
theu' bark, near the village of Wady Haifa, and 
returned in the evening to YbsambuL 

Emily. — And did they find the Cachefib 
there ? 

Mrs. a. — No : but after exercismg their pa-- 
tience by waiting a whole week, they appeared^ 
and took up their abode in some small huts 
made of rushes, on a sandy bank of the riven 
Here Belzoni and his friends waited upon them^ 
and obtained permission to recommence the 
operation of opening the temple the following 
morning, with the asdstance of thirty men. 

Bkrnard. — ^Now, mother, I am all impatietiee 
to know how they get on. I hope the people 
will not want more money than poor BelsKml 
can supply them with, this time. What a trou- 
blesome thing selfishness is, mamma ! 

Mrs. a. — ^la the morning the men made their 
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appearance^ and the work was recommenced 
with much enthusiasm and many sanguine hopes. 
You recollect the immense mass of sand that 
obstructed the entrance ? 

OwBN.— Perfectly well. Belzoni judged by 
calculations that it was not less than thirty-five 
feet in thickness — thicker than our house is 
bigh ! How came the sand there^ mamma ? 

Mas. A. — It was a mass, accumulated by the 
winds for many centuries; and perhaps the 
phenomena so common in Egypt had added 
to it. 

Owen. — I remember your mentioning the suU 
try winds that last two or three days, and raise 
such clouds of sandy particles as almost to suffo- 
cate those who venture out during the time. 
Do you refer to them, mamma ? 

Mrs.A.^ — ^Something very similar, my dear. 
I mean the whirlwinds, which occur all the year 
round, but especially at the time of the poison- 
ous wind. This wind generally blows from the 
south-west, and lasts several days; so very 
strong, that it raises the sands to a great height, 
forming a thick cloud in the air. The caravans 
oanuot proceed in the Deserts ; the boats cannot 
continue their voyages : the' whole is like a 
chaos. Frequently a quantity of sand and small 
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stones gradmilly asomdtoa gretffc lieight^ jind 
form a coiamn sixty or seventy feet in diameter, 
and so thick, that, were it steady on one spo^ 
it would appear a solid mass. This not onfy 
rev<>lves wittiin its own eircumferenee, but rana 
in a circular direction over a great space of 
ground, sometimes maintaining itself in motfea 
for half an hour ; and where it falls, it accumtt«- 
lates a hill of sand. It is in this way only diat I 
can account for the prodigious quantity accn^- 
nmlated before the door of the temjrfe. 

OwBN.— It was Belzoni's principal object to 
reach that door, as the most speedy means of 
entering it, I suppose, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — ^Yes : he divided the men into two 
parties, and stationed one on each side of the 
colossus that stood over the entrance. The^ 
worked pretty well, but were so few that the 
little sand they removed could scaredy be per* 
ceived. Seeing that it would be a very tedbui 
business if carried on this wiiy, Belzoni miifle 
a proposal to the Cacheff to pay three bundrad 
putttres for opening tiiie temple, whieh was 
agreed to by both Caoheff and workmen. 

OwBN. — ^Three hundred piastres, mammal 
Is it possible ! As: much money as would' ha¥« 
bought three wives at fionmoul 
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Mrs. a.— They eontimied their labour for 
tiliree days with much ardour, supposing they 
could finish it in that time ; but on the evening 
ei the third^day there was as little prospect of 
sedbtig the door as on the first. They became 
tired at last, and, under some pretence, left the 
temple, the sand, and the treasure, contenting 
themselves with keeping the three hun<hred 
pia8ti*es> which had unfortunately been paid to 
them beforehand. 

Emily. — How shflbby ! how extremely shab- 
by, mammal Then how did Belzoni and his 
friends manage ? 

Mrs. a. — ^They took the resolution to work 
at the sand themselves. They were only seven ; 
but the crew ofiered their services, and thus 
they became fourteen in all. 

OwBN. — But fourteen in the place of eighty ! 
Indeed, mamma, it appears to me that they are 
attempting impossibilities ! 

Mes.A« — ^Finding that one of them did as 
much work as one to five of their selfish work- 
Hittn, they were well satisfied, and determined to 
continue, lliey rose every morning at the dawn, 
ofjday, and left CfS two hours and a half after 
sunrise. After continuing their operation regu* 
larly for some days, they perceived a rough pro- 
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jection fiom the wall, which apparently indi^ 
cated that the work was unfinished, and ndr 
door to be found there. 

BsRNAEn.^^That was very disappointing I-* 
But I hope they did not give it up ? 

Mas. A.*— The hopes of some of die part^r 
began to fail. Nevertheless^ as you (Ud ^m 
mornings Bernard, they perseyeared in their exr 
ertions^ and completed thieir work t for^ ibree 
days afterwards, they discovered a broken, cwrr 
nice,' the following day. the torus, and of course 
the firfeze under, which made them almost sore 
of finding the door the next day. Accoedingly 
Bekoni erected a palisade to keep the sand up, 
and, to his great satiirfaction, saw die upper part 
of the door as the evening approached. They 
dug away enough sand to be able to enter that 
night; but, supposing the air in the cavity 
might be unpleasant^ they deferred this till the 
following day. 

JSarly in the morning, of the first of August 
they went to the temple, in high q>irits at die 
idea of entering a newly-discovered place. They 
endeavoured to enlarge the entrance a& much as 
they could^ ani^ soon making the passage wider, 
they entered the finest and most eadensi ve eacca- 
vation in Nubia ; one that can stand a com^- 
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^on wteh any in Egypt, except the tomb more 
recently discovered in Beban el Malook. 

From what they couM perceive at the first 
view, it was evidaitly a very large place ; but 
tbeir astonishment increased when they found 
It to be one of the most magnificent of temples, 
«»iricfaed with statues, paintings, and figures 1 
They entered at first into a very long portico, 
«iq)ported by two rows of enormous square pil- 
lars. Both diese ^and the walla were covered 
nidi beactt^l hieroglyphics, which exhibited 
battles, storming of castles, triumphs over 
Sbhioi^iaiis, and various sacrifices. 

Bbbnabd. — ^May I ask you a question, dear 
mamma}' Wm you be so good as to tell me 
what you mean by hieroglypkiet? 

Mas. A.-— Most willingly, my love: it is 
always a pleasure to me to gratify my little boy. 
llie Egyptimsj before the inveBtion of letters, 
from their observations on the various properties 
of anhnals and plants, and from their, knowledge 
of the u^s of different instruments also, had, 
with their aecustomed ingenuity^ derived a 
vadety of devices or emUems ; and by these, 
disposed in pertain attitudes, they could make 
historical records, which would be very intelli- 
f^ble to those who were acquainted with tb^ 
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system; and such devices or emblom were 
called hierogbfpMes* 

Bbbnard.— Then by these means^ mamnia, 
I suppose Belzoni became acquainted with the 
whole history of the country? 

Mas. A. — You forget that even our der^ 
Belzoni^ with all his knowledge, was almost as 
much unacquainted as we are with the hiero- 
glyphical system. It is many hundred ye&rs 
since it was in general use : for when those 
simple and easy characters, tJie lejU^rs, were 
found out, emblematical signs were laid aside. 

OwBN.— Were the letters invented, by the 
Egyptians, mother ? 

Mas. A. — ^Yes : they are believed to be the 
invention of some wise man in the reign of 
Cadmus, king of Thebes. 

fiBRNARJO. — Why do you say, th^ artbeUeved 
to bCy mamma ? Cannot you be quite sure ? 

Mas. A. — I do not wish to be quite sure, n^ 
love. As I was not living in the reign o£ Cad* 
mus, I cannot pretend to prove the truth of the 
assertion, though I see little reason to (toubt it. 
Egypt is called the mother ofscimce, you know. 

OwBN.— • What an ingenious invention it was^ 
whoever the wise Jlfr. Somebody might be ! For, 
by eombming the letters, every sound can be 
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represented : but when hieroglyphies were in 
use^ of course there were as many characters 


' Will you tell tis what signs the ancients had 
to represent some objects $ and then^ I believe, 
Bernard will more easily comprehend what we 
are talking about? 

' Mrs. a. — The characters now used for the 
ngD$ of the zodiac and the planets are specimens 
of this kind of character; and so is a circle, or 
snake with its tail in its mouth, when used to 
signify eternity. Flames, which are ever moving, 
represent light and life ; the lion or bull indi- 
cates Istrength ; the hawk, swiftness ; and so on. 
I will tell you more about them another time. 

Let us now accompany Belzpni through his 
newly 'discovered temple. 

The second hall into which they entered was 
very extensive, containing four large pillars. 
Beyond this was a shorter chamber, in which 
was the entrance into the sanctuary : the sanc- 
tuary contained a pedestal in the centre, and at 
the end were four colossal figures. On the right 
side of the great hall, entering into the temple, 
were two doors, at a short distance from each 
other, which led into two long separate rooms, 
and other rooms and galleries opened out of 

M 3 
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them : SO you may imagine what a ftmd of amtme-- 
ment and astonishment Belzoni met with at laac. 

Laura. — ^Tbe outside of the temple was a* 
magnificent as the interior. Only fiemcy it three 
times the height of our house-^the immense co* 
loss! — ^the figure of Osiris twenty feet high, on 
the top of the door — the cornice enriched with 
hieroglyphics, and the frieze beneath ; and then 
thinlc, that this stupendous place was neai^ twt>* 
thirds buried under the sand, and you cannot fail 
to admire the labour and perseverance which 
must have been exerted to obtain an entrance. 

Mrs. a. — ^Belzoni now experienced the truth 
of my motto: **Laboh omnia vincit/' He 
was well compensated for all his toil and anxiety; 
he no longer regarded the selfishness of the work- 
men ; he no longer regretted the want of me- 
chanical powers ; he had attained his wish ; he 
had entered the famous temple of Ybsambul 
excavated in the solid rock ; and in the course 
of a few weeks he returned, completely satis- 
fied, to the little island of Philoe, where Mrs. 
Belzoni joined the party, and accompanied' them 
to Thebes. 

Emily.— And whilst there they intend to visit 
the valley of Beban el Malook, and afterwards to 
explore the pyramids near Cairo. 
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Will you tell us something more^ mamma? 
I believe that the celebrated tomb^ of which we 
hear so much, at the Egyptian Hall, in Iiondon, 
is the representation ot one that Belzoni dis?* 
covered in the valley of Beban el Malook. Will 
you tell us how he came to discover it ? 

Mrs. a.— Not at present, my dear Emily. I 
must leave you now^ but you may go and amuse 
yourselves on the lawn, and tie up the little al- 
mond tree, my love, that is almost blown downw 


CHAR III- 


Emijly. — Mamma^ I have been looking at a 
picture in the study of some ice mountains in 
the frigid zone, and papa has been talking to me 
about the little Greenlanders. He tells me, that 
notwithstanding their countiy is so cold and so 
desolate, they are extremely fond of it, and 
would not upon any account exchange their 
barren rocks and mountains of snow, for the 
spicy groves and flowery fields of warmer cli- 
mates; and, what amused me more than all, 
mamma, papa says that two of its inhabitants 
were brought to Copenhagen, the capital of 
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Denmark, you knpw, a few years siiK^e, and &ey 
pined for want until Ihey met with some train cnl^ 
(what could be more disagreeable !) which tJiey 
drank with the same relish as we drink choco- 
late or wine ; and they danced about for joy 
when they found they were to be sent back to 
Greenland. 

Why do you think they like that cold country 
so much, mamma? — ^The very picture of it 
makes me shiver. 

Mrs. a. — Habit, my dear little girl, renders 
every situation in life easy, and it is natural to 
become attached to our native country. Custom 

has taught the Greenlanders to struggle with 

* 

the severity of the most piercing winter, and 
suffer the hardships of a poor and sl^nty sub- 
sistence. They scarcely know, even in idea, 
what enjoyment we derive from our woods, and 
groves, and fields, whilst gentle zephyrs breathe 
around, and the little birds seem to vie with eacb 
other in their evening notes of gratitude and 
praise. They are unacquainted with the delighi 
we experience in watching the earliest buds <^ 
spring, and in admiring the rich hues of summer 
flowers, or the ever-varying tints of autumn. 
They cannot regret the loss of pleasures vok^ 
known to them. Their year consists only of one 
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night and one day : thesun never rising during 
winter^ nor setting while their short summer 
lasts. 

EMitY. — Oh, mamma, how dreary ! how dis- 
mal ! I cannot imagine that /should love Green- 
land even if I Aodbeeh bom there. Now will 
you tell me something more about those dark, 
bleak, and desdate regions ? 

Mrs. a. — As I have just said : 

** Hiere on an icy mouBtfun's height^ 
. Seen only by. the moon's pale light. 
Stem Winter rears his giant form. 
His robe a mist, bis voice a storm ; 
His frown the shiy'iing nations fly. 
And hid for half the year in smoky caverns lie.'*^ 

Ehilt. — Smoky caverns ! Go on, dear mam- 
ma.' I like to hear about their smoky caverns ! 

Mrs. A.«— These places are half under ground, 
roofed over with beams and rafters; the Walls are 
composed of sods and turfs, and the interstices 
between are filled up with bushes, turf, and fine 
earth, and above all is a toveiing of skins, which 
nicely defends the inhabitants firom the weather^ 
The interior of the temple is not much more re- 
spectable tiian the outward parts of it. There is 
neither door nor chimney. Instead of the spa** 
eious hall of a gentleman's house in. £ngland, 
the entrance is through a long dark passagQi 
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with so low a ceilings that those who go into it 
are obliged to creep on Aeir hands and knees. 
In the place of paper han^gs, and eleguit «ik 
damask curtains, the walls lure covered with the 
dried skins of bears, foxes, and other wild vA- 
mats, to keep out die damp. For want of g}w^ 
the openings to let in the light are defended 6om 
cold by the membraneous substtnees of seal^ or 
fish. A raised bench lined with sUns, served the 

purpose bither of a bed or a sofa, as they please, 
extendmg the whole length of the house, and 
divided into little apartments by large sldns, 
stretched from the wall to jbhe posts that support 
the roof. 

EMCLT.-^Jnst like tibe dtaUs m a stable, 
mammal . AoA each partltioB is, I sikppose. 
Inhabited by adifii»rent family, who can cairy 
4m their own business without minting thrir 
neighbours ? 

Mas. A.*-^It b so. What think you of die 
dweffings of the little Greenlanders ? 

£mily. — Indeed, mamma, I own thi^I think 
myself very well off not to be one of them ; and 
yet, do you know, I should prefer one of their 
smoky caverns to the dismid mummy caves at 
Goumou. Bapa says, Aat although the eoim^ 
trances of the Greesdanders are unpleasing, and 
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their maimers savage^ they are not treacherous^ 
Vke the Arabs who attended Belzoni when he 
entered that melancholy mummy cave. We left 
our traveller at Thebes^ mamma^ and he was 
about to visit the tombs of the kings; cannot 
you tell us something more about him ? ** Oh ! 
do, dearest mother, do V* cried Bernard, as the 
sound of Belzoni's name reached his ear; and, 
notwithstanding Bernard was busily employed 
in putting together his dissected ihap, he was 
eager to leave this &vourite employment to 
hear about the tombs of the kings; and he 
began to arrange the pieces in order in his box. 

*^ There, there goes Russia ; the large Rus- 
sian empire, mamma ; and there is Switzerland, 
with its lofty mountains, upon which the chamois 
goats bound from crag to crag; the Swiss are as 
fond of dieir country as the Greenlanders are of 
theirs, I know, by the song that Laura sings; 
the Manz des Pitches, mamma; and there is 
Italy with its orange groves; and there, Emily, 
goes your dear Lafdand/' 

Emily. — ^Laurasays, that 

« E'en ilk Xopiond't land of mow 
Lilies spring and roses blow.'* 

I4aira was lately reading Linnaeus's tour through 
Sweden and Lapland, mamma, and she says 


133 WRVm OF EMTI»FEIZE. 

that he mentions many flowers wfaieh we oon-^ 
sider delicate^ as floorishing there, and that the 
water crowfoot— 

BBRNABD.»--Stop, dear EmUy, the pieces are 
placed in the box in order due, so pray leave 
your flowers and your crowfoots, and all the rest 
of it, and come and sit by mamnta and hear her 
talk to us about Bdzoni. I guess we shall have 
some wonderful accounts; you know he is gQing* 
to Beban el Malook, and I am sure that, for my 
part, I would much rather hear about the tombs 
of the kings in the valley of Beban el Malook, 
than all that you can tell about Ldnnsens and 
his flowers. 

. Emilt.*— Ah, Bernard I you are no more of a 
botanist than Mahomed Ali, who amused him- 
self with shooting across the Nile, at an earthen 
pot, even when he was surrounded by Flora's 
beauties. But I am as fond of Belzoni as you 
are, so please to go on, dear mamma. . . 

Mrs. a. — ^When our travellers arrived at 
Luxor, which town is not far from Tliebes, you 
recollect they took up their former abode in 
the sekos of the temple, and found themselves 
at home again, for both these places were now 
become familiar to them. The two captains set 
off for Cairo, and Mr. Beechey began to take 
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Amving8 of the different views, whilst Belzoni 
recommenced his researches at Gournou. He 
there found two more agents of Mr. Drouetti, 
busied in digging the ground in all directions, 
and who had been tolerably successful in their 
pursuit after mummies. 

Owen. — How unfortunate, mamma! I wish 
that troublesome Mr. Drouetti would keep his 
agents in Alexandria, and not let them come to 
disMiffb Belisoni's plans. Were these two fresh 
agents «s disagreeable as the two Copts who 
interrupted imaheiore, and eaused him to travel 
upcm a donkey by day and night, from Minieh 
to Thebes? 

* Mrs. a.— These men were not Copts, but 
Piedmontese. 

. Emily.— Natives* of Piedmont, mamma: one 
of the most populous and delightful parts of 
Italy. 

Mrs. A««— Although they did interfere with 
Belzoni's plana at Gournou, they did him no 
icgury in the end: for when he found that it was 
in vain to proceed with his work there, he made 
the valley ^of Beban elMaloOk the scene of his 
researches, being confirmed in the opinion that 
there was a sufficient prospect to encourage him 
to commence his operatioh. 

N 
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B£RNARD.~And that was in hopes of <Us« 
covering the tombs of the Jungs. But before 
you go on^ mamma, will you tell me something 
about them, and whether this valley was near 
Gournou? For if it were, you know, Mr. 
Drouetti's agents might have foupd out what Bel- 
zoni was about, and have left their owjn work, 
pretending that they wished to assist him. 

Mrs. a. — Belzoni was proof against all pre* 
tences of that sort. The valley of Bebaa el 
Malook is the place where the kings of Egypt 
were buried, and he thought that he might pos- 
sibly discover some of their relics. It is com- 
pletely separated from Gournou by a chain oi 
high mountains, that also divides Thebes from 
the valley. The same rocks^ indeed^ surround 
the sacred ground, which can be visited only by 
a single natural entrance, that is formed like a 
gateway, or by the craggy paths across the 
mountains. The tombs are all cut out of the 
solid rock, which is of hard calcareous stone, a^ 
white as it is possible for stone to be* They a^'^ 
sist in general of a long passage, which leads4o 
a staircase, sometimes with a gallery at each 
side of it, and other chambers. Advancing 
farther, wider apartments present themselves^ 
and other passages and stairs^ until at length Ihe 
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traveller finds himself iii a large haU^ where the 
great sarcophi^^ containing the remains of the 
kings is laid« 

BjBftn ARn.«-»What do you mean by calcareous 
stone? 

Emily.— I have read in the " India Cabinet," 
Bernard, that cakareoiis is derived fi-om the 
•word ca£r, which is lime in jLatin; so calcareous 
stone signifies a sort of limestone, I suppose. 

OwBN. — ^What sort of workmen did Mr. Bel- 
zogoi procure, mamma? I hope he will not 
offer three hundred piastres this time. I dare 
say experience has taught him not to pay them 
beforehand, at idl events? 

Mbs« a.*— You shall hear. He was furnished 
witli twenty men, and began in good spirits to 
seartoh for the tombs of the monarchs of Thebes. 

Emilt.— Had he any g^ide to direct him to 
the spots where they wei*e? 

Mrs. a.— 'His only guide was the knowledge 
he had acquired in his many researches among 
the tombs of Gournou. He is a gentleman of 
great t>b8ervation, you know, and he found that 
the Egyptians had a particular manner of form- 
ing the entrances into their tombs, which gave 
fatm many leading ideas to the discovery of 
them. Three days after the excavations had 

n2 
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oommenced, thefir^ttomb^vrasdiBoiMnsred; the 
entrance indicated it to be a Tery large-one^ but 
it proved to be only the passage of one that was 
never finished. However, this pwtiai soGeess 
gave him encouragement, as it assured him tlMt 
his idea respecting their situation wesr correct 
In the evening of the same day another tonb 
was discovered, but nothing particularly re* 
markable was. observed in it. Tlie imct morts- 
ing an entrance was il^ade into anoltser, con* 
taining many chambers and passages. But it 
was not. till some dt^ys ^er'diiB.thait Bdaopi 
pointed out the fortunate spot Wlwh rep«d fahn 
for all his trouble, and ccmipeiisated fcr all the 
mortification he had received from the opera- 
tions of the PiedmoDtese. iiesayl>.tlnit:'llib 
day gave him more pleacsure and. more f^atific»- 
tion than wealtii coufa} purchase, ^arising ftom 
the discovery of what bad long been soi]^t ili 
vain, and of presenting the world willi. s iiew 
and perfect monument of Egyjptian . anthplity ; 
which can be recorded as superior toanyOtfaH* 
in point of grandeur^ style, and preservMlon, 
appearing as if just finished on thd daytliejr 
entered it ; indeed, what was foond in it Will 
i^ow its superiority to the others. 
Emily.— Now we shall hear the descri{$tix><i 
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of the tomb^ fhe model of which Laura saw in 
LoBdoB, and which I hope to see very soon, 

Mrs. a. — ^Not fifteen yards from the last tomb^ 
Belzoni caused the earth to be opened, at the 
foc^ of a. steep hill, and under a torrent, which, 
when it rains in the desert, pours a great quan- 
tity of water over the very spot he had caused 
to be dug. 

Laura. — But, mamma, how could any one 
imagine tiiat the ancient Egyptians would make 
the ^itrance into such an . immense and superb 
excavation just under a torrent of winter ? 

Mrs. A.-^B6lzoni had strong reasons for sup^ 
posdng itfromindications.he had observed. The 
Fellahs, who were accustomed to dig, were all of 
cpinion that .there was nothing in that spot, as 
the Bituaiion of this tomb differed from that of 
any other. He continued the work, however, 
and the next day he perceived the part of the 
rock that was cut and formed the entrance. 
Burly on the following morning the task was 
resumed, and about noon the workmen reached 
the entrance, which was eighteen feet below the 
surfoce of the ground. 

JBbrnarb.— Twice as high as our parlour. Go 
on, man^ma. 

Mas. A.— The appearance indicated that the 

N 3 
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tomb was of the first rate, but Behsoai did not 
expect to find so magnificent a one as it realty 
proved to be 

Emily.— I hope that the workmen posiesB 
resolution, and a large portion of their em'- 
ployer's perseverance. 

Mas. A. — ^They advanced till they saw it was 
probably a large tomb, when they protested tfaey 
could go no fiurther, because it was so much 
choked up with large stones, which tfaey could 
not get out of the passage. Belzonx descended 
and examined the place, pomtit^ out to Aem 
where they might dig, toad in the course of an 
hour there was room enough for him to enter, 
through a passage that the earth had lefk unikr 
l^e ceiling of the fiirst corridor ; at the «id of 
this corridor he came to a long staircase, at the 
foot of which a door <^ned into a still long^ 
passage, each side of wMch tvras sculptured with 
hieroglyphics in basso reimo. 

The more Belsoni saw^ the more h^ wished to 
see. 

OwfiN.«-^That was verynatintil, mnmskAi wMn 
our curiosity is excited, it is quite right te |^a- 
tify it^ especially if it be laudable, as you say. 

Mrs. a. — His anxiety was, however^ checks 
for a time, for at the end of this long conMor 
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he reached a large pit, which intercepted his 
progress. This pit was as deep as our house Is 
high. 

BsRNARD.-— He bad better talce care what he 
is about ! There is some danger of his falling 
into this pit, as the interpreter did in that at 
Goumou, and then he may cry je mis perdu 
in vain. 

Mrs. a.— On the opposite side of the pit, facing 
the entrance, Belzoni perceived a small aper- 
ture, only two feet wide and two feet high, and 
at the bottom of the wall a quantity of rubbish. 
A rope fietened to a piece of wood that was laid 
aeross the passage against the projections which 
formed a kind of door, appeared to have been 
used by the ancients for descending into the pit ; 
and from the smidl aperture on the opposite 
tiAe hung another, which reached the bottom, 
no doubt for the purpose of ascending. They 
could clearly perci^ve that the water that en- 
tered these passages frbm the torrents of rain, 
ran into this pit, and the wood and rope fastened 
to it crumbled to dust on touching them. At 
the bottom of the pit were several pieces of 
wood, placed against the side of it, so as to 
assist the person who was to ascend by the rope 
Into the aperture. 
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OwBN.-^-Surely^ mamma, Belzoni will have 
more prudence than to hazard bis life in at* 
tempting to cross this tremendous place. If you 
had not told me that he is still livmg, I should 
imagine that he was lost in it. That rotten cord, 
although it did for the ancient Egyptians, so 
many years ago, could not now support his 
weight ! 

Mrs. a. — He saw the impossibility of ad- 
vancing at the moment, and Mr. Beechey, who 
was with him, was also disappointed of advancing 
any farther. However the next day, by means 
of a long beam, they succeeded in sending a 
man up into the aperture, and having contrived 
to make a little bridge of two beams, they 
crossed the pit. 

Bbrnaro.— How wide was it, mamma ? 

Mrs. A. — It was fourteen, feet wide,- twelve 
feet long, and thirty feet deep. 

Bernard.— Oh, mamma, as deep as this house 
is high ! I am sure that /would not have ven- 
tured upon that little narrow bridge ! 

Owen. — But I am sure that /would, Bernard I 
How much pleasure Belzoui would have lost if 
he had not been so courageous I To what place 
did that small aperture lead, mamma ? I won- 
der why the Egyptians took so tnuch pains : 
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always to faave oros&ed tlmt terrible pit mustt 
have been very troublesome. 

Mrs. Av-^They founil this little aperture to 
b0 merely an op^iug forced tbroi^h a wall^ that 
had entirely closed the entrance^ Which was as 
le^ge as the corridor. The Egyptians had 
closely shut it up^ plastered the wall over, and 
painted it like ^ the rest of the sides of the pit, 
so that but for the aperture, it would have been 
Impossible to suppose tiiiatrth^e waa any farther 
pfoq^eding; atid any olie would: have concluded 
thftt the tomb ended with Ae pit. 

OwB»»r^o B^oni and his frigid entered this 
norarow aperture. Where did it lead then, 
miunma? 

Ma^. A.— When they had passed through it 
they found themselves in a large and beautifal 
hall, in which were four square pillars. At the 
end of this entrance hall w^ a large door, from 
wMtx^b three ste|>s led doWn into a chamber with 
two pillars. Bdflonigove this room the name 
of the drawic^ rootn> to disdoguish it from the 
otiiers f it was covered with figures, whidi 
though only otstlin^d^ were so fine and perfect, 
that one might think they had' been drawn only 
the day before. Retmniiig into the entranoe 
hall, Aey found a large staircase descending 
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into a corridor^ which they entered. They per^ 
ceived that the paintings became more perfect 
as they advanced farther into the interior ; the 
varnish that was laid over the colours had a foe 
effect^ and it was astonishing that tli^y were m 
such good preservation. This corridor led tibem 
to a smaller chamber^ which they called the 
room of beauties. 

Bbrnarb. — ^The room of beauties! W%y 
did they name it so^ mamma ? 

Mrs. A.^-I suppose because it was adorned 
with such beautiful figures in basso reliew axid 
painted ; when standli^ in the centre of this 
chamber^ the travell^ is surrounded by an as- 
sembly of Egyptian gods and goddess^u Fny- 
ceedmg onwards they entered a large hall, in 
which were two rows of squiffe pillars. 

Bbrnard. — ^Then that I suppose was the hall 
of pillars, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — So Belzoni named it. A step at the 
end of this hall of pillars led into a large saloon, 
with an arched roof or ceiKng, and there were 
entrances from this saloon into many otimr lai^ 
rooms and chambers, but what Bdzoni found in 
the centre of the saloon delighted him more 
than any thing elsej and sufficiently compensated 
for the danger he had undergone in crossiiig 
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the little bridge over the great pit, and creeping 
through the narrow aperture. 

It was a sarcophagus of the finest oriental 
alabaster, nine feet long and three feet wide, 
transparent, and minutely sculptured within and 
without with several hundred figures, represent- 
ing, I suppose, the whole of the fiineral pro- 
cessions and ceremonies relating to the deceased 
king, united with emblems and other devices. 
To give you an accurate account of all Mr. Bel- 
zoni saw in this tomb, wcfuld take us too long ; 
you must visit the fac simile, as Laura calls it, 
in London, and then your curiosity will be gra- 
tified by seeing representations of the drawings, 
paintings, hieroglyphics, emblems, and orna- 
inents which it contained. 

Owen. — But were these devices of no use at 
all, mamma ? Could not Belzoni decipher them 
sufficiently to know what monarch was laid 
there ? 

Mrs. a. — As I have told you before, my dear, 
the hieroglyphical system has for many years 
been thrown aside, therefore it is almost impos- 
sible fully to ascertain any facts conveyed by it. 
A gentleman of distinguished eminence, in litera- 
ture has, however, lately employed much of 
his time in endeavouring to find the right key 
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for reading this almost unknown language. If 
he succeed in his arduous and difficult under- 
taking, he will be enabled to give to the world 
the history of one of the most primitive nations^ 
of which we are now nearly ignorant. In the 
hall of pillars, which I mentioned just now, a 
company of Ethiopians were painted, and dis- 
tinguished by their colour and ornaments. The 
gentleman of whom I am speaking found the 
name of Psammuthis inserted among the hiero- 
glyphics. Psammuthis made war against the 
Ethiopians : it is therefore supposed to be his 
tomb. The Arabs made great report of Belzoni's 
discovery 5 it came at last to the ears of Hamed 
Aga of Kenueb, and he was told that great 
treasure was found in the tomb. 

Owen.— rAnd that was suflSicient to excite his 
curiosity, I dare say, but not enough to gratify it. 
I expect he set off with fall speed to seek for 
this great treasure, and his disappointment 
will just repay him. 

Mrs. a. — Yes: when the important news 
reached him, he collected his soldiers together 
and departed immediately for Thebes, which is 
generally a journey of two days, but he tra- 
velled with such rapidity as to arrive im the 
valley of Beban el Malook in thirty-six hours. 


Si'ixom'a TravpJs. 
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Emily.— >Belzoni must have been very much 
amused when he saw him, mamma, knowing 
that be was come on such a foolish expedition ; 
and Hamed Aga himself must have been not a 
little mortified to find his trouble was fi-uitless : 
for i do not fancy the paintings and figures gave 
him much pleasure. 

Mrs. a. — ^Before his arrival, some Arabs con- 
veyed the intelligence to Belzoni and his fi'iend 
that they saw fi'om the tops of the mountains a 
great many Turks on horseback, entering the 
valley and coming towards them. 

OwjBN. — This intelligence was not very gra- 
tifying, I suppose. I recollect you once told us 
that the Turks think themselves entitled to l^e 
masters of the country, bedausethe Arabs were 
conquered by them ; and if I bad bqen in BeU 
zoni's place, I should have been displeased at 
such an interruption. 

Mrs. A. — ^Belzoni could not cooeeive who' 
they could be, as he had never seen any Turks 
near the spot. Half an hour after they gave 
the signal of their approach by firing several 
l^ons. 

Owvs. — And now he was alarmed, I should 
think. Not alarmed^ either : he had too much 
courage to be easily frightened. But if I had 
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been in bis place^ I should have fancied that it 
was an armed force sent to storm the tombs and 
rocks, and to blow up the hall of pillars and 
the room of beauties ! 

Mrs. A.—Belzoni dreaded this, at first ; but 
he soon found that it was the well known Hamed 
Aga of Kenneh, for some time commander of 
the eastern side of Thebes, and his followers* 

Owen.— But what business had he to go to 
the valley of Beban el Malook ? It is on the 
west, you know^ and consequently under 
another ruler. 

Bbrnard. — Oh^ I suppose that in case of a 
treasure being discovered, the first that hears of 
it takes it for granted that he is entitled to it ! 

Mrs. a.— Yes : as a matter of privilege. 
When Hamed Aga was introduced to Bdzoni, 
be smiled and saluted him very cordially ; per* 
haps a little self interest induced him to do so. 
They caused several lights to be brought, and 
descended together into the tooib. The sym^ 
bolical representations on the walls of this ex-» 
traordinary place did not attract his attention in 
the least; all the striking figures and lively 
paintings were lost upon him ; his views were 
directed to the treasure alone, and his attendants^ 
equally regardless of real beauties, sought in 
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every hole and corner in hopes of finding the 
wished-for prize. Nothing, however, appearing, 
to satisfy their master or themselves, after a long 
and minute survey, the Aga ordered the soldiers 
to retire, and whispered to Belzoni in a cautious 
manner, *^ Pray where have you put the trea- 
sure ?" " What treasure?'' said Belzoni. ^' The 
treasure you found in this place,"' replied Hamed. 
Our friend smiled, as well he might do, at the 
question, and assured him that he had found no 
treasure there } but this only confirmed the trou- 
blesome Aga in his supposition. He laughed, 
and still continued to intreat that it might be 
shown him, adding, ^^ I have been told by a 
person to whom I can give credit, that you have 
found in this place a large golden cock filled 
with diamonds and pearls. I must see it. Where 
is it?" 

Bbrnarp. — A large golden cock filled with 
dtemonds and pearls ! how ridiculous ! 

. Mbs« a. — Belzoni could scarcely refi*ain from 
laughing, whibt he assured him that nothing of 
tbe kind had been found there. Seeming quite 
disappointed, Hamed seated himself before the 
beautiful sarcophagus, to Belzoni's great dismay, 
who dreaded that he would take it into his head 
that this wa$ tbe treasure, and break it to pieces^^ 

o2 
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to see wketber U contained any gfAd ; and, as 
their notioiifi of treasure are eonfiiied to gold 
and jewels, I own there seemed some danger of 
it. At last^ however^ he gav.e up the. idea of the 
expected riches, and rose to go out of the tomb. 
Belzoni asked him what he. (bought of the heaa- 
tiful figures painted aU around. He just gave on 
indifferent glance at them, sayings " this wo^M 
be a good place for a harem, as the wonuen 
would have something to look at." And thovg^H 
only half persuaded that thece was no tr^asttre^ 
be set off \)^ith .an appearance of disappcmtnent 
and vexation. 

£«iitY.«— I do not like that Hamed Aga^ ^ 
Kenneh^ at aU ! He had no taste, had be» 
mamma ? 

Mas. A.— What do yoacall taste ? 

Emily.— Laura says^ that it is the power 
which the mind possesses of admiringia^d xelisbr 
ing the beauties found in.naiwe.i|iid art : thore* 
jEore I imagine Hamed Agia had none.; and-lie 
makes me thinkof apassaf^ I was^roaifing je^ 
terday, mamma, about a Frenchman^ who, when 
he saw the sea for the ficst time, said thai it waa 
asMz jolU^ 

Mrs. A.^-Some of Akenside's beautifitl Isaea 
occur to me : 
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<< Say what is Histe^ but the internal powers 
Active and strong, and feeliBj^y alive 
To each fine impulse ?— a discerning sense 
Of decent and sublime, with quick disgust 
Rom things deformed." 

Though our Aga did not possess this ^^ Internal 
power'* in any eminent degree, we must not 
judge that it is confined to the polished part of 
mankind only ; on the contrary, it is as common 
to a rude state of society as to an early period of 
life. Even the wild tribes, who inhabit the back 
settlements of America, contemplate their ex- 
tensive lakes, the CHiio and the Ontario, with 
astonishment^ and gaze upon the starry heavens 
with delight. Although born in so rude a 
state, they are "feelingly alive to each fine 
impulse." 

Emily. — I wish that stupid Hamed Aga was 
too, mamma, or that he possessed half the taste 
of one of the North American savages ! 

Mrs. a. — Belzoni having embarked all that 
wias found this season, left Thebes with another 
accumulation of antiquities, and arrived at Boolac 
after ten months' absence. 

He there engaged Signor Ricci, a young man 
from Italy, to return with him to Thebes, and to 
make drawings and imitations of the hierogly- 
phics. Mrs. Belzoni resolved to visit the Holy 
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Land in the meftii time^ and to wait ior Beboni 
at Jerusalem, whither he intended going when 
the model of the tomb was completed. 

Emily. — ^But why did not Mrs* fielzoni go 
with him? 

Mas. A.*-^Becaiise she did nol a<taiiire theia* 
habitantk of ].«ix0r and TJiebas; and the idaa.<rf 
visitiiig the Holy Land had first . indiioed hac^lD 
accompany Mr. Belzoni into Bgy|it 9 dtacrcfet^ 
thinking this a good opportumty, lihe kft Cairo 
attended by the Irish boy and a Janizafy* 

Belsoni however, before he returned to lliebea, 
determined to visic the Pyramids in company 
with two other Europeans^ Can you iell me 
bow they are situated ? 

Emily.— Oh yes, mamma. It is impossible^nr 
us to hav# forgotten (hat when Belzoni Was Arst 
at Cairo he visited tibem^ and that they are sea^ 
tered about on the Libyan desert^ to the west of 
that place. Before you go on, will you tell us 
by whom, and when these pyramids w^e hnStf 

Mas. A.-**There is so little agreement i^nsi 
the subject of the founders, my love, either amnnii^ 
the natiyes or historians, that we, like Hhiy, 
must consider this imcertaiuty as a just terward 
of the vanity of these by i^ons they wereactnsi^ 
ly erected; and <tf oottrse^ as we eanliot4ster- 
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mine^iWiio^ wore tine builders 6f dl^DEi, we fihould 
only misspeiid our time by attempting to fix the 
period of their erection. I betieve that their 
lMl^^ARtilInity must be near three UiouAuid years, 
aa HerodotttB, who you know was one of our 
tap&t historians, and who iived above two thou* 
sand years ago, found so little satis&ction in his 
inquiries after them i and Diodoras, who also 
JiveA before the birth of our Saviour, supposes 
the great pyramid to have been built one thou- 
sand years before his time. 

Emii-y.— Will you tell me, dear mamma, why 
the uncertainty in^ wliich we are left respectibg 
tliem5 should be a just reward of the vanity of 
those by whom they were erected ? I do not un^ 
derstand what you mean by saying so. 

Mrs. A.-Mt is generally^ supposed that these 
pymmids were dengned- as tombs and monu- 
ments for the dead J and does it not appear tp 
you, my dear Emily, that n little vanity must h^e 
actuated men to spend so mvuAi time and be at 
so much expense for suck a purpose ; inten^ng, 
M it were, to convey to fiiture ages proofs of 
their power, and mementos of their greatness ? 

JEmily. — Was this the only motive for which 
tiMBy were built, do you imagine, mamma ? 

Mas. Ki^Bf no aacans, my dear ipirL I am 
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not 80 uncharitable as to suppose that^ The 
Egyptian theology taught its votaries^ thftt so 
long as the body was preserved from decay the 
soul continued with it, and hence we may ac- 
count for the great pains and curious precau- 
tions of the Egyptians with regard to their de- 
ceased friends. 

Emilt. — ^I am glad to hear this, mother, for I 
shall be no longer puzzled with wondering what 
so many tombs and monuments were for; and 
the motive for embalming the mummies is now 
very clear, 

Bbrnard.—-! have been waiting patiently: a 
long time, mamma, for you to tell me whether 
the pyramids were hollow, and whatBelzoni did 
there ? 

Mrs. a. —Some of them had an entrance, and 
others had not. Whilst Belzoni's friends weat 
into the first pyramid, which is nearly the heigbt 
of St. Paul's Cathedral, in London, he seated 
himself on a large stone near the second pyra- 
mid, which is about the same height, and fisced 
his eyes on that enormous mass, which for so 
many ages has baffled the conjectures of ancient 
and modern writers, 

Bernard. — I should like to know all ihe 
thoughts that passed through his mind as he sat 
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upon Ihttt great stone. I dare say lie was pro^ 
jecting soine wonderiiil plaii ! 

Mrs» a. — ^The sight of tins amazmg work 
a^tottisbed Mm^ as inueh as the total obscurity in 
wbicb we are of its origin, it» mtfirior, and its 
constmetion. One of tbe greatest wonders of 
the world stood before him, witbout bis know* 
ing whether it had any cavity iirithin, or whether 
it was only one soUd mass. 

Qwrar • — I fi»resee what is comings mamma. 
IThere was an entrance into tbe other great 
pyramid, and. Bel^em was projecting one into 
this. I see by yomr noaile that I am in tbe right. 

Mns. A.rr*Vacious attempts. had been made 
by nttm^rons trwdilers. to find an ei^rance into 
this pyramid, but so tneflfectually, that there 
s0emed little probability that even our enter* 
prizing Beteoni could sueceedi However, elqpe* 
viwce had taught him to antfeipate success ; and 
he knew very well that the greatest difficulties 
vwy be overcome by patience and perseverance. 

He rose at length, and, by an involuntary im- 
pulse, walked round the pyramid, surveying 
every part, and almost every stone. When be 
came on the north side, he observed indications 
thfit induced him to attempt searching there for 
im entrance. He perceived an accumulation ot* 
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huge stones ; consequently he had some hopes 
of finding a passage tinder this heap of ruins. 

The following day he resolved to make a 
closer examination, without communicating his 
secret to any one. This review encouraged 
him in the attempt, and he applied without loss 
of time to the Bey for men to assist him in pene- 
trating one of the great pyramids of Egypt-*- 
one of the wonders of the world ! 

Accordingly he left Cairo, having provided 
himself \nth a small tent and some provisions, 
that he might not be obliged to return to tibre 
city. He found eighty Arabs ready to work, and 
immediately set about the operation. They vrete 
daily paid one piastre (or sixpence) each. Seve* 
ral boys and girls of your age were also employed 
to carry away the earth. as the men dug it. BeI-> 
zoni contrived to ensure their good-wiH by trifles 
and pr^ents, and by pointing out to them the 
advantage they would gain if they succeeded in 
penetrating into the pyramid, as many strangers 
wottld come to see it, and they would get bak- 
shis from them. ^^ 

Owen. — Belzoni knew that nothing has sd 
much influence on the mind of an Arab as Tek*^ 
soning with him about his own interest, and 
shewing him the right way to benefit himself* 
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Be does not seem to understand any thing else* 
I wish^ mamma, that Belzoni had had eighty 
honest Englishmen in the place of those eighty 
Arabs! 

Mas* a. — You have a good opinion of your 
own countrymen^ to think that their master's 
interest is dearer to them than their own. Well^ 
be it so. These Arabs worked with earnestness 
for some days ; but after many vain expecta* 
tions, and much labour in removing the mortar^ 
which was so hard that their hatchets were 
nearly all broken, they began to flag in their 
prospect of finding any thing; and Belzoni 
seemed about to become an object of ridicule, 
for making the attempt to penetrate into a place 
which appeared to them, as well as to more 
civilized people, a mere mass of stone ! 

BERNARD. — What made it appear so, mamma? 
and why did they use hatchets? Would not 
spades have been better ? 

Mrs. a. — ^They were the only instruments 
that could be procured. The cause of the pyra- 
mid appearing like a solid rock was, that the 
mortar which fell from the upper part of it had 
been moistened by the dew (for in spring an4 
summer very heavy dews fell in Egypt at night),, 
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and had graduaify i^naed itself imto one mass 
wMi the stenes. 

Belaooi'8 hopes did not forsake hin^ notwilii- 
standing so many difficulties presented Uien- 
salves ; end the Arabs, although their seal was 
aomewhat lessened, did not cease to work as 
long as they received a daily piastre. At last, 
itfter sixteen days of fruitless toil, one of the 
Arabian workmen perceived a small duidc 
between two stones of the pyramid. 

Bbrnajuk— This gave Belzoni great joy^ I 
suppose. How large was that little chink, 
mamma ? 

Mas. A.«*-Belzoai could just thrust a loi^ 
pahn stick into it^ which he did upwards of two 
yards ; and the Arab was equally delighted with 
himself, thinking that he had found the entrance 
so eageriy sought for. 

Encouraged by this circumstance, the people 
resumed their former v^^our, and the work w^lt 
on i*aptdly. After removing one of these stones, 
and .a great quantity of sand and rubbish, they 
eameto an opening inwards. Having made it 
wide enough to ent^, Belaoni took a candle ia 
his hand, and, looking in, perceivod a apadous 
cavity, of winch he could form no ooqiectoia. 
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The size of the entrance was increased, and he 
found that it was a forced passage, probably 
Intended to find a way to the centre of the py- 
rfttnid. But the hope that this would lead to 
the real entrance was in vain: it gave him none, 
and, after much trouble in enlarging it, he re- 
mained as ignorant as he was before he began. 

Bkbnard. — I shall be very sorry if he despair 
of entering the pyramid on this account. 

Mrs. a.— He gave a day's rest to the Arabs 
after this disappointment, and dedicated the 
interim of their repose to a closer inspection of 
the stupendous pile : for, according to your 
wish, Bernard, he was determined on the ac- 
complishment of his intended purpose. 

Owen,— I suppose that the ill success of the 
discovery of the forced passage was considered 
as a failure. However, I hope he will not give 
it up. I dare say the thought of Young Mem- 
non, and of the temple of Ybsambul, gave him 
encouragement. 

Mas, A.— The result of this day of researches 
was, that it would be better to begin in another 
part; and accordingly the Arabs were again set 
to work. They liked to receive their money, 
but they had no expectation that an entrance 
would everbe^found; and Belzoni often heard 
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them uttermg in a low voi^e, ^^magn(¥m!** 
which is^ in plain £agUsh^ madman ! HoweYer» 
they went on with their excavations, and in a 
few days Belzoni discovered a large bloc^k of gra- 
nite : this gave him much pleasure* The next dlay 
three large blocks of granite were uncovered^ 
His expectation and hope increased ; as, to att 
appearance, he was near attaining the object of 
his search. Happily, he was not mistaken ; for 
on the next day, the 2d of March 1818, at noon, 
they came to the right entrance into the pyra- 
mid. It proved to be a passage oi|ly four feel 
high, and it was almost filled up with larg^ 
stones, which had &llen from the upper part* 
With some difficulty the stones were drawn out 
of this passage ; and it was not un^ the evening 
of the next day that th^ reac^bed ^ portcullis^ 
which obstructed their labour. 

Bbbnard. — ^A portcullis, me^nma ! What is 
that? 

OwBN. — I can tell you, Bernard. It ^ a sort 
of machine like a harrow, hung over the gates 
of a city, or any other place, to be let down ta 
keep out an enemy. 

Mrs. a. — At first sight it appeared to be a 
fixed block of stone, and said ne plm ultff^ a^. if 
ready to put an end to all Belzoni's project&« 
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In lime, however^ the portcullis was raised 
high enough for a man to pass. An Arab en^ 
tered with a torch^ and returned saying that the 
t^^ce within was very fine, 

Bbrnard. — I should like to have had a torch, 
and peeped at the fine place within the port- 
cullis myself! Should not you, Owen ? 

OwBN.i— You forget that the man was art 
Arab! a great enemy of yours, you know.— 
Well, mamma; 

Mrs. a. — ^They continued by unwearied ef- 
forts to raise the portcullis, and at last made 
the opening large enough for Belzonl to ent^ 
It; and, mftei* thirty days' exertion, he had 
the pleasure of finding himself in the way to 
the central chamber of one of the two mighty 
pyramids of Egypt. Having passed through se- 
veral long passages cut out of the solid rock, he 
reached a door at the centre of a large chamber, 
and, walking two or three steps, stood still to con* 
template the place where he was. It was a strik- 
ing scene. He was in the centre of that pyramid 
which, from time immemorial, has been the 
subject of the obscure conjectures of many hun- 
dred travellers, both ancient and modem, and 
against whose hollow sides the eoutid of a hu- 
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man voice had not re-echoed for more than a 
thousand years ! 

Emilt. — Oh^ mamma! how awful it mast 
have been! This was better than all — ev^n 
than entering the temple of Ypsambul^ or the 
tomb of Psammuthis I 

Mrs. a. — Belzoni's torch, formed of a few 
wax candles, but faintly glimmered; and he 
looked around on the spot where not a ray of 
light had penetrated for more than eleven cen- 
turies ! He was in the middle of one of those 
stupendous pyramids, which, in defiance of the 
ravages of time, still remain as monuments of 
ancient magnificence, and of the evanescent 
glory of those by whom they were erected. 

When Belzoni had examined, and entered and 
re-entered the many chambers and passages 
within the pyramid, he returned to open day- 
light, highly gratified with the result of his 
researches : and I imagine, Owen, that he felt 
no small degree of satisfaction in applying to 
himself our favourite motto — 

OwBN.-^" JDoJor omnia vincit/^ mamma! 
And it shall be my motto, whenever I have any 
thing difficult to do. 

Mrs, a.— In a few days, Belzoni, having ar- 
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ffioged his afiaii^^ became anxious to return to 
the valley of Beban el Malook ; and not omit- 
ting to provide himself with every thing neces- 
sary for forming models and impressions of the 
figures^ emblems, and hieroglyphics in the tomb 
of Psammuthis, he set off for his old habitation 
among the sepulchres of Thebes. 

BERNARD. — Do let us follow him^ dear mam- 
ma : I am very glad he had such success in en- 
tering the pyramid, and I hope he will have as 
much in every thing that be undertakes. I see 
that patience is a very good quality, mamma. 

Mrs. a.— So it is, my dear boy 5 and if you 
win exercise it till to-morrow evening, I mean 
to tell you something more. 


CHAP. IV. 

Evening came. The curtains were drawn ; 
the candles lighted; and the juvenile party 
seated around their mother. ^^ Mamma always 
fulfils her promise,*' whispered Bernard to 
JEmily : *^ we need not put her in mind of Bel- 
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Mrs. A. overheard her little boy, smiled, and 
resumed her narrative : 

Our friend was just about to return to the 
tombs of the kings when we took leave of him 
last night, I believe. After a rapid and agree- 
able voyage up the Nile, he arrived there, and 
immediately proceeded to take drawings and 
models, which employment detained him some 
monthB. 

And we are now going to accompany him to 
the Red Sea. 

Emijly. — ^To the Red Sea, between Egypt and 
Arabia ? I wonder what he means to do there ! 
Will you please to tell us, mamma, what induce- 
ment Belzoni had for going to the Red Sea ? 

Mas. A. — Yes -, you shall hear presently. 

Our old friend, Mahomed Ali, the Bashaw, 
had been informed that there were some sulphur 
mines in the mountains near the sea-coast, and 
had sent an escort of soldiers and sixty camels 
to load with sulphur : but they had not suc- 
ceeded in procuring it. However, this poor 
success did not discourage Ali, who was always 
ready to persevere in any enterprize. I dare 
say you recollect that he was of an active, inqui- 
sitive disposition ; fond of new projects and new 
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pursuits 5 like a certain person of my acquain-^ 
tance ! 

Owen (laughing). — Oh, yes, mamma! He 
was delighted with the electrical machine, be- 
cause he had never seen one before ; he had a 
sugar-mill, a silk manufacture, and a gunpowder- 
mill 5 and now he wanted sulphur. Sulphur is 
used in the composition of gunpowder : per- 
haps that was what he wanted it for. 

Mks. a.— He was advised to send some Eu- 
ropeans to the Red Sea, who might bring him 
word whether it were worth while to proceed in 
the discovery of sulphur. A Monsieur Caliud 
undertook the task, and set off, accompanied by 
an escort of soldiers and miners from Syria. 
But he found the mines as sterile as they had 
been described, and returned back ; not neg- 
lecting, however, to visit the emerald mountains 
in his way, according to instructions he had 
received from his former employer, Mr. Drou- 
etti. 

Bernard. — I do not much like Monsieur 
Caliud, mamma, now that you say he had been 
employed by that troublesome Mr. Drouetti. 

Mrs. a. — He found several caves or mines in 
those mountains which had evidently been left 
by the ancients. 
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Emilt.— Did Belzoni see Monsieur CaUud? 

Mrs. A^ — ^Yes ; and his account tempted him 
to commence his expedition. Monsieur Caliud 
told him that there were mines in the country, 
ami also that he had visited a place called Sakiet 
Minor, situated in a valley near the sea, and 
surrounded by high rocks. From the account 
he gave Belzoni, a notion became impressed on 
the minds of many antiquaries in Egypt that it 
must have been the ancient city of Berenice ; 
and from the moment that our friend heard this 
report, he conceiiM the idea of making an 
excursion into those deserts on a visit to Bere- 
nice, and only waited a proper time to execute 
his intended journey. 

Emily. — ^When did he set off, mamma, alid 
how did he travel? And why did Monsieur 
Caliud fancy that the city of Berenice was in 
that valley ? 

Mbs. a. — Time had almost destroyed every 
remnant of it ; but Caliud reported that he had 
discovered the remains of eight hundred houses, 
and several temples, as well as a small chapel cut 
out of the rock, and that the ruins resembled 
those of Pompeii. Of course, our enterprizing 
antiquary was anxious to inspect the remains of 
this once celebrated place, and having hired a 
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boat to take them to Edfu^ they embarked near 
Gournou. The company consisted of himself, 
Mr. Beechey, a doctor who was going to cross 
the desert, two Greek servants, a miner, and 
two boys to take care of the baggage. 

Emily. — What wj^ere they going to cross a 
great sandy desert ! That will be delightful ! 
Will you be so good as to wait whilst I open the 
atlas, mamma? 

There, now I have have put my little finger 
at Gournou, just by Thebes, Jind I am going to 
foUow them either to the sulphur mines or 
emerald mountains, or Sakiet Minor, as you 
please. 

Mrs. A. — It so happened that they were to 
behold one of the greatest calamities that have 
occurred in Egypt in the recollection of any 
one livmg. The Nile rose this season three feet 
above its usual height, with uncommon rapidity, 
and carried off several villages and some hun* 
dreds of their inhabitants. 

Emily. — And did Belzoni witness this dis- 
tressing scene ? 

Mrs. a. — Yes : he says that he never saw 
any picture that could give a more correct idea 
of the deluge than the valley of the Nile at this 
season. The Arabs had expected an eictraor- 
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dinary inundation this year in consequence of 
the scarcity of water the preceding year, but 
they did not apprehend it would rise to sueh an 
height. 

BEBKABn.-^I thought you had told us that 
they generally make fences of earth and reeds 
around their villages^ to keep the water from 
entering their houses. 

Mrs. a. — So they do. But the force of diis 
inundation baffled all their efforts* Their cot- 
tages> being buil^ of earthy could not stand one 
instant against the current^ and the water 
had no sooner reached them tlaan it levelled 
them with the ground. The rapid stream ear* 
ried off all that wits before it; men^ wodten, 
children^ cattle^ com^ every thfaig waa wished 
away in a moment^ and left the place where the 
village Agalta stood, without any thing to in^ 
cate that there had ever been a house on the 
spot* Belzoni says, they appeared to be in the 
midst of a vast lake, containing various islands 
and magnificent edifices. On one side they be- 
held the high rocks and the temples of Goumou, 
and on the other the vast ruins of Caruac and 
Luxor. He saw several villages in danger of 
being destroyed like that of Agalta. The rapid 
stream had already carried away their fences^ 
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and the unfortunate inhabitants endeavoured to 
ascend the highest parts, with the little they 
could preserve from the water. Their distress 
was very great. Some of them had only a few 
feet of land, and the water was expected to rise 
twelve days more, and after that to remain twelve 
days at its height, according to the usual term 
of the inundation. 

OwBN. — How melancholy it would have made 
me to see them, mamma 1 Could they not have 
contrived little bridges from one island to ano- 
tilier — little bridges of beams, you know, like that 
upon which Belzoni crossed the pit in the tomb ? 

Mas. A. — It was a most distressing sight. 
Some poor wretches crossed the water on pieces 
of wood — bridges would have been no security ; 
some on buffaloes or cows, and others with reeds 
tie4up in large bundles. The small spots of 
high giround, that stood above the water were 
crowded with people, who held out thcdr hands 
and implored help. 

Bernard. — Poor creatures ! There obliged 
to stand, dreading every moment, I suppose, to 
be washed away ; or, at least without any hope 
of relief before the end of twenty-four days. 

Were there no boats to be had, and had they 
nothing to eat, mamma ? 


168 FRUITS OF ENTERPRIZE. 

Mrs. a. — The scanty stock of provisioiis tbejr 
had saved was the only subsistence they could 
expect. The Cacheffs and Caimakans of die 
country did all tiiey could to assist the unfortu- 
nate creatures with their little boats, but thqr 
were so few in proportion to what were wasted 
that they could not relieve the greater part of 
them. 

OwBN. — Could not Belzoni have taken some 
in his own little boat ? 

Mrs. a. — ^He would have done so most wil- 
lingly^ but he knew it would be dangerous to 
attempt it, for so many would have entered it at 
once that the boat would probably have sunk. 

On their arrival at Erments, where happily 
theJand was very high, they found many of the 
neighbouring people collected. 

Bbbnar]>. — ^I dare say Belzoni landed there, 
"however, and employed his boat to fetch some 
of the poor wretches. He was courageous, 
mamma, and papa says that real courage is ge- 
nerally mated with humanity and kindness. 

Mas, A. — ^You are right. Belzoni was re- 
joiced to find that he could be of some little 
service, and his boat was sent again and again 
in company with others to fetch the people from 
the opposite village. It at first returned with 
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men and boys ; then with meii^ corn, and cat- 
tle.; then with more corn> buffaloes, sheep, 
goacdy asses, and dogs ; and then with the wo- 
men, who, lam sorry to say, are there treated' 
as the most insignificant part of their property. 

With the gratifying reflection of having been- 
of some little service, our party arrived at Esne. 

Owen* — Did they go to see their old friend, 
Khalil fiey ? 

Mrs* a. — He was from liome y they therefore 
proceeded to the island of Hovasee, on the oppo-^ 
site side of the Nile to Edfu. 

£mii.t.*-A little dot points out the situation of 
this island, mamma. How long did they stop^ 
there? • 

Mri9. A*^— Only long enough to procure camels 
and men to accompany them across the desert,^ 
and they then went on shore on the eastern side,' 
and set off the next day. 
• BBgiNAR]).--^Just tell me, mamma, how many 
camels- they had. 

Mrs. a, — ^They had sixteen of these patient, 
gentle creatures; six of them were laden with 
provisions, water, and culinary utensils. Ca- 
mels were much better than horses, because 
they are used to carry merchandize across the 
large sandy plains, which would be impassable 
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ualess Providence had created this usefol animaly 
which is capable of enduring hunger nnd &» 
tigue^ and wonderfully provided with a resource 
against thirst by an internal formation^ wfaldi 
enables it to drink at one time water enough to 
serve it £^r many days. 

The party was increased by a soldier firom 
Esne, four camel drivers, and a Scheik to guide 
them. 

BBmNARn*— Fourteen men in all. But pofay 
who was the Scheik ? 

Mrs. A.— Scheik Ibrahim was an Arab. He 
had engaged to attend the caravan as chief, pip- 
mising to conduct Belzoni and his friends to the 
ancient Berenice. 

Bbrnaru.-^-I suppose the Scheik was a fine, 
brieve fellow, and I hope he will guide them 
there in safety. 

Mrs. a. — ^They set off very early in the morn- 
ing, and arrived at the first well in tiff ee haQC& 
There they remained the whole, day waitiqg for 
Ibrahim, who had not yet joined them* How* 
ever the following morning he appeared, and 
they entered a good and level road throu|^ a 
valley. Many sunt and sycamore trees w^ee 
interspersed about this valley with the fAiomy 
plant called basillah. 
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OwRHf.-^U not that the plant upon which the 
camels feedy mamma? 

Mr8« a. — Yes, my love. It is green I believe 
in the springy but it soon becomes dry, and of 
course of a straw colour. It bears a small fruit 
of the size of a pea. The stalk resembles that 
of a rush, and it nerer grows higher than three 
feet. As our party advanced, the valley became 
narrow, and the trees, in some parts, thicks $ 
but they gradually diminished until Belzoni and 
his companions found themselves on a wide ati4 
open plain ; they took up their abode for the day 
at a sort of temple or inclosure, evidently 
built for the accommodation of travellers. The 
next morning they pursued their * journey. Not 
the least vegetation was to be seen any where. 
Sometimes they passed over wide and level 
plains, and sometimes crossed hills of loose 
sand, till two hours before sunset, when they 
entered a valley called Beezak by the Arabs. 

Bbrnard.-^I am glad they are come to a val-* 
i^y, mamma, because the valleys appear to be 
more generally fertile than the hills. 

Mas. A.-«*Several trees were scattered about 
in it, and the usual thorn also. 

EtfaT.— Then the camels had a feast, mam-* 
ma ! Did they halt there for the night ? 
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Mrs. a. — ^Yes : and'Belzoni was gratified by 
perceiving the marks of camels' feet impressed 
oil the sand> whence he condyded that he was 
on the high road to Berenice. 

The next morning the caravan was divided 
into three different detachments — 

Bbrnard. — Stop^ mamma^ if you please. Wm 
you tell me what you mean by saying the cara- 
van was divided ? 

When Owen and I went through the little 
gale at the end of the plantation one day, we 
saw a kind of cart going down the lane, and 
some gypseys with it ; Owen called that a cara- 
van. When we went to see the elephant at——, 
last summer, it was in a great wooden house on 
wheels you know, and papa said that was a ca- 
ravan. So I am quite puzzled. 

Mrs. a.— I will explain it to you. We (lo call 
such a caniage as you mention a caravap, in 
England; but in the eastern countries, by a 
caravan is meant a company of travellers, who 
for mutual protection and safety agree to cross 
the desert regions together. 

The luggage and provisions were sent for- 
ward ; the doctor was ill, it was therefore dan^ 
gerous for him to proceed any farther, and he 
returned towards the Nile> whilst Mr. Beteoni 
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and his friend Mr Beechey went a little out of 
the way to see something that the Ahahde had 
mentioned. . 

Emily. — Who are the Ababde, mother ? 

Mas, A. — An independent tribe, who, pre- 
ferring freedom and liberty to any thing elsey 
reside among the solitary rocks and deserts 
which extend from the confines of Suez to Nubia^ 
on the borders of the Red Sea, where they live 
upon dhourra and water. But such is their love 
of liberty, that they would rather submit to 
this mode of life than to the command pf any 
government on earth. 

OwBN. — So would 1 1 rather than be subject to 
the caprice of a tyrannical power at all events. 
Liberty, independence, for me, mamma ! WU^ 
you tell me something more about the Ababde ? 
I admire them very much. 

Mrs. a.— Eerhaps your admiration would be 
lessened were you to see them : they are of 
small stature, badly made, and have generally a 
pipe in their moudis. Sometimes, but not often, 
they kill a lean goat, and this .they consider a 
great feast. Their principal care is for their 
camels, which are their support. 

Emily. — How can that be, mamma ? I 
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thought that they never wanted to travel serosa 
the great deserts. 

Mrs. a. — Because when they are arrived at a 
certain growth they send them to be exchanged 
for dhourra, which ^^ I have told you constitutes 
their food. 

OwKN. — In what manner do the Ababde spend 
their time ? ^■ 

' Mas. A.— Some of the most industrious cut 
wood and make charcoal with it, which they teod 
to the Nile on their camels, and barter it for 
dhourra, tallow, and tent cloth. Few, however, 
undergo such a labour, for . they like to live at^ 
their ease. 

• Bernard. — Well, mamma, I would much 
rather be one of the harmless Ababde, and cut 
down sunt trees among the rocks and deserts, 
load my camel, and honestly, earn the reward of 
my labour, than one of the demtful Arab&^at 
Gournou. 

Mrs. A.<— The Arabs of Gournou seem to have 
made a strong impression on your mind, my 
dear. However I am of your opinion, that a 
poor and honest life is preferable to one depen* 
dant upon mean resources. 

EMiLY.-*-What was Belzoni going to see when 
we left him, mother ? 
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Mrs. a. — ^He entered with his Meiids Into a 
sandy plain^ with rocks of white stone on each 
side nearly perpendicular, and passed through 
several beautiful and romantic valleys. The 
soil was sandy and stony, but the thorny trees 
and the sunt trees formed a complete forest in 
many parts. One who wishes to retire from the 
world might find a charming retreat in these 
wilds^ were it not for the want of water, and all 
that is necessary to the subsistence of human 
life, besides the intense heat of the sun, which 
on calm days is so great as to be almost insup- 
portable. Advancing onwards, in three, hours 
they reached a summit, whence they perceived at 
some distance what appeared to be the walls of 
a large and extensive town, surrounded by high, 
rocks, as if by fortifications. On their approach, 
they found it was an extensive sandy plain, wixh 
several granite eminences. From this place 
they travelled to the left, towards the valley in 
which it was intended they should halt. The 
caravan had reached the place before them, and 
they proceeded on their march till they overtook 
it near a well situated in the midst of rocks, 
which, interspersed with trees, formed an am- 
phitheatre round it. There they remained a day 
or two. 
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Bben ARD.— Did any of the Ababde visit them 
whilst there ? 

Mrs. a. — ^Yes : it was a novelty for strangers 
to come 80 near them ; the greater part of them 
bad never quitted their mountains^ and those few 
who had been to the Nile to purchase dhourra were 
accounted men of great knowledge. They said 
that they were content to live in that wild state^ 
as all their forefathers had done, to remain free 
from tyranny and despotism; and that th^ 
would be quiet if they were left so ; but on the 
contrary they would sooner perish than lose their 
liberty. 

OwBN. — Brave, independent fellows 1 But I 
should have admired them still more had they 
not been so indolent. 

Mrs. a. — You would have been amused if you 
could have seen with what curiosity they eyed 
the strangers, and at their ignorance of things in 
common use with us. One of them perceived a 
piece of lemon-peel lying on the ground and 
wondered what it was, whilst another took it up 
and ate it with an air of great self-sufficiency. 
. Ow£N. — Ha ! ha ! I dare say he had been to the 
Nile, and did so to shew the great knowledge he 
had acquired — that lemon-peel is good to eat — 
how wonderfully clever ! 
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Mrs A.^Belzoni gave them a piece of loaf 
sagar, and when they had eaten it they declared 
that the valley he came from must be better 
than theirs, as it produced such good and sweety 
bread. 

Owen. — Had they arms, mamma ? But I sup- 
pose not> for as their neighbours did not injure 
them, of course they would not wish to attack 
their neighbours. 

Mas. A. — Unfortunately they had some use for 
them, for the soldiers and miners who had ac- 
companied Mdusieur Caliud to the emerald 
minfesj which are among these mountains, had be* 
haved very ill towards them, assailed their huis, 
and committed many depredations, of which the 
Ababde complained very much. Then* arms 
w^re chiefly slings, spears and swords. 

Early.on the morning of the 28th Belzoni and 
his party again set off, and travelled for two days, 
when they saw the Red Sea at a great distance, 
and bent their course through several valleys to 
a very high motmtaln. called Zubara. 

EMitY. — ^Zubai*a! That is a curious name for 
a moimtain, mother. 

Mrs. \. — ^It is given it in consequence of the 
emeralds which have been found there. At the 
foot of this mountain about fifty men were en« 
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camped^ and at work in the old mines of the an- 
cients^ in hoped of finding some of the precious 
stone* Thdr work had commenced about sin 
months before^ bat h^ been attended iiHUh«o 
success, as the mines were neariy choked op 
with rubbish. Belsoni contrived to acquire ali 
the information he could about the object of th^ 
expedition^ and received very favourable ac- 
counts of it, being assured that the ruins of the 
town of which he was in search was only six 
hours' distance ; he therefore hoped to have a 
fine view of it belbre night; Whilst the camels 
halted he went to see the entrances in$o the 
mines. They were something like the common 
tombs or mummy pits at Goumou, cut in the 
vockj and extended a great distance before 
the emeralds were found. Belsoni procured 
an old man frdltn among the natives lo guide 
them to the ruins of the anticipated Berenice, 
and Sought information from some of the 
miners who had been at the very place t^hen 
Monsieur Caliud was there. Their accoimts cer-^ 
tainly did not correspond with his } heiiad niied 
Belzoni's expectations very highly, you know. 

EMiLY.-^Oh yes, mamma. There must Save 
been a city I am sure, for Honsieur Caliud told 
Mr. Belzoni that he had discovered the remd&is 


FRUITS OF ENTERPRIZC, 179 

of eight hundred houses, and several temples, as 
well as a small chapel cut out of the rock, and 
that the ruins resembled those of Pompeii. T 
dare say that these people went only in search of 
mines, and did not pay much regard to the beau- 
ties of architecture, or the grandeur of ancient 
ndns! 

Mrs. a. — So Belzoni thought ; and, encou- 
raged by this hope, they prepared for a depar- 
ture the following morning. When they had 
gone about half a mile, they perceived that they 
were without their guides. Both the Scheik 
Ibrahim, and the old man who was to conduct 
them over the country to see the town and other 
places, were missing : they were consequently 
obliged to return in search of them, and found 
Hiem hid behind a rock, conversing secretly with 
each other. 

Owffij.— That was very suspicious. Pray what 
account did they give of themselves ? 
. Mrs. A.-— They professed to have been iu 
search of a sheep which was stolen in the night, 
and they had nothing else to live upon ; but, as 
they said they could not find it, they again set 
off for the much-desired and ancient city of 
Berenice. 
Bbrnard.— I do not much like that oU man. 
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I shall not be surprized if they meet with some 
disagreeable adventure through his means. — 
Why did he hide himself behind a rock to look 
for a sheep ? and what could he have been talk- 
ing about ? I should like to know ! 

Mrs. a. — ^They trusted themselves to his 
guidance, however. Their road laid thfot^ 
high rocks^ and narrow valleys, embosomed with 
trees, until they had gradually approached the 
mountain of Zubara, the highest of the emerald 
mountains. Here they were led by the old man 
in various directions, through wild and craggy 
places, for seven hours. He told them that the 
spot he wanted to see was near, but that they 
had a high pass to go over the mountain named 
Arraie. 

Bernard. — Before we follow them, wH! you 
be so good as to tell me where Pompeii is. Emily 
says that Monsieur Caliud stated th&t the ruins 
of Berenice resembled those of that city. 

Mrs. a. — It was once a large city of Kftly, 
my love, but was overwhelmed by an eruption 
of Mount Vesuvius. About fifty years since, a 
farmer was digging for a spring of water or 
deep ditch, when he c^me to the top of magni- 
ficent buildings. This was the first diswvety 
for many hundred years ; and now several streets 
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and t^ie ruins of maiiy majestic buiktinga have 
been discovered. The name of the place was 
Pompeii. 

Our travellers continued their journey^ for 
hope gave them patience, and ascended some- 
thing like an ancient road, or rather path. On 
the summit of the mountain above they observed 
a large wall, $o situated that it appeared to look 
over the path and both sides of the mountain. 

Bba^aed. — Come, this must have been some 
encouragement! I quite expect it was the 
city ! 

Mrs. a. — When they reached the top of the 
road their camels were quite exhausted t some 
of them had fallen on the way, and were un- 
loaded to enable them to ascend; and the strong- 
est camels had to return to fetch the loads of 
the others. 

Bernard.— Ah) mamma! a steep craggy road 
over a mountain is no more adapted to a camel 
than the deep sand of the Desert to a horse* I 
dare say that my little Smiler would not have 
been so. fatigued: he is used to climb up the 
Cumberland mountains, you know. 

OwBN. — But not one of the Ctunberland 
mountains is to be compared with that of Arraie. 

Mrs* A. — When they reached th6 summit. 


181^ FRUITS OF eNT£RPUZ&. 

4bey began to look for ih^ de9ir^ Berenice ; 
but^ 4tla8 ! ia vain* Tbeir hopes had been «o 
raised by Monsieur Caliud^ that Belzoni^s active 
imag^ation had already pictured the reiuaiiis of 
some mitfestic dome^ pr lofty -column^ or noble 
fidificej by which he expected to di^nguish the 
|owD> and which was to serve as a guid^ to ^le 
9pot^ whither be intended to hast^en the meiueAt 
he . beheld it. His companion was. not - lea^ 
anxious than himself,- and his ideas were equsJly 
excited. They had iQa4e arxaDg^ments how to 
proceed when they arrived there. As their :pro- 
vision was scanty, they <:ould stop but a few 
days, and had already . distributed their tim^ 
aocordiAgly. He . was to take drawings of all 
the beautiful buildings^ monuQ|enli% AgUreis^ 
paintings^ sdulptures^. statue^ ;Wd coluvms. 
Belzoni was to survey all the vast ruins as &st 
as he could j to ob^^ve where any thing was to 
be found or discovered ; to take measui>esi-of all 
ijie .monuments and plans of every stone in .tiiat 
great pity. 

; Such plea^g. ideas had the fertile fancy of our 
antiquaries excited. Now to the.fact. 

From the sumpiit up^A whiph. they were^ they 
expected to have a view not only of the st^ but 
qf a widepliUi^also; ^ it .wasjaaturat to.*^- 
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pose^ tihat a idwn like Pompeii cdiild not hay« 
been entirely built among^ those wild moun- 
tains. Not pereeiving ahy^ they expected to he 
agreeably surprized, cm turning some of the 
rocks^ by beholding one. The old man told 
them that, previous to reaching the town, they 
would see some grottos in the mountains, which 
their vivid imaginations made them conohuk 
were the tombs of- the inhabitants of Berenice. 
They advanced insensibly, continually keeping 
their, eyes fixed on the points of some rocks 
which stood belbrehim, widi the hope that, on 
turning the next angle, th^e glorious sight would 
present itself: and, indeed, the scattered and 
ruined M^iEiUs of some ancient enclosures an^ 
nouneed to them that they would soon see some 
habitation. 

They observed a. square hole in the rock, which 
had evidently been cut by some of the miners in 
form of a diapeL 

Belzoni now began to congratulate himself 
ttiat they had nearly arrived, and,< whilst em-^ 
ployed with these thoughts, the old man who 
was at the head, serving as a guide, made a sign 
to halt. The drivers gave & signal to thecamels^ 
and the camels, who w^e already weary and 
exhausted by passing over the mountains, did 
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nol wail for its repetition, but, wttli all the ittg^-* 
gage^ were crouched in a moment on the 
ground, before Belzoni was able to account for 
it. ' He told the drivers that he did not intend 
to st^p there, but wished to advance fiarther 
into the town, where the houses might be seen; 
when, to his no small astonishment, he was toM 
by the old-man that thb was the very spot where 
the Christian had been before. 
- Emilt* — ^What an odd, mysterious old man he 
was, .mamma ! I do not admire him at all. By 
t^e/ other Christian, he .meant Monsieur Caliud, 
I . suppose. But it is quite impossible that he 
could have called this place Berenice: and 
where were the eight hundred hcmses ? 

Mrs. a. — ^Belzoni himself could hardly sup« 
pose that the account he had received would be 
so exaggerated, as to lead him to suppose he 
should find another Pompeii instead of the place 
at which he had just arrived; and he reproached 
the old man for stopping there^ and not advanc- 
ing ' to the town, which, according to bis own 
account, could not be far off. He again pro- 
tested that this was the spot, and that there was 
no G&ter with houses, in any part of the deserts 
or mountains. Belzoni was incredulous; and 
resolving not to submit to what he believed to 


b^^tite loijj^kion of theTold imu, as it now 
waiitedfoKir hours to sunset^ be mounted Us 
eajBCfcel agiua. 

BeitNAtti). — His poQr> wenriexfccaBa^l 1 liifta-' 
gup it would mu}^ ratihttr hane staid where it 
W4ei^ than tiaye.gQaie in seareli of old Berenwee^ 
Didhit^fri^nd^ Mr.3eeGliiey> gotoo? . 

,M&8» A.— Yes : consequaptly all the leavaTMi 
followed at a distance. They entered a long 
TlkHey> and^ filled wkh the hope of seeing (2ie 
aMcieat dty^ our travellers . proceeded for foot 
hours witbpat p^reeiving a single habitatton. 

£A[iLy.-^Oh t I fancy5 mamnia, how desolate 
and how* much cU^ppointed they must have 
feltv The sun was <^ just setting, you know^ 
therefore it < was getting dark; and m> home 
was- near. I wonder inhere they sl^t that 
night ? 

. Mrs. A.^At length tisiey reached a vBlk^ 
called Wady el Gomal^ whiah was almost covered 
with a beautiful tree called, the egley ; and having 
lost all hopes of finding Berenioe that evening, 
they halted to rest on a <leanbed of sand^ which 
I.beUeve was as comfortidi)le as the sugar-oane 
bed, Bernard^ though Belzoni would certainly 
rather have slept among the magnifieent tem« 
pies of the great* city. But the poor camels, 
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ioitead oCrepoaiig^ w^e oUigwi ta fet^h v^ar, 
hoih for jfehemselMes and their masteB^ from a 
well not less than fifteen miles distaat. 
• Ow»»>-rI caaoot .JiaagMMi, mother^ what e<wild 
iadttce the <M man not to shew them the -ptoce 
deseribed by Monsieiur Caliu4« Perhaps.. the 
miners at Zubara bi|d todd him to keap i^.fi«M^t, 
for fear Belzoitti should djscaver any eau^zald 
mines in or near Berenice. 

■ 

Mas. A.--^Indeedj they, did not know wtot te 
think. Their prpvisions foegmi;to make th^a 
cautions : they had bisouil: fiur twentyday^ tet 
their sheep was lost» you remember, Slill they 
were easily satisfied^ so that they did but reaeh^ 
the desired emporium of the .commerce ff^f" 
merly carried on by the; nations of Europe with 
India.^ 

Early on the following morning they per* 
ceived a high monument four or fire miles from 
the valley^ and as they had to wait for the retora 
of die camels, they thought Aey might^aaeiad 
the mountain to have a view of the eoualttypor 
of the remains of the oelebrated Berenice, ^Ebey 
set off^lEuid observed on <heir way several flocks 
of iR^lld antelopes skipping about the eraggy 
rocks on eftch side i^ the beautiftil valley, wUeb, 
being ornwoiented with suvaroe and dcbbo trees 
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iifi ftddition to the egley^ formed a deligh^l 
• contrast to the wide sandy desert. No one had 
probably been in this spot for many centuriQs^ 
atid very likely no one will pass tfaroagh it for 
many more to come. When they reached the 
suinmit of the mountain, they, took a view all 
arotmd : they had a small telescope with them, 
and the peak on m^hich they stood commanded 
a prospect many miles in extent. 
• Bbrn a rd .^^Now for Berenice I 
' Mas. A.--* Alas ! this much-songht-for town 
vanished^ or rather never appeared. No rem* 
nants of it were to be discarned, and Belzoni 
m\glkt have exclaimed in the words of Shakes- 
peare: 

Itie cloud-caqpt towen, the gorgeoat palaeesi^ 
The floleinn temples, liie great globe itaelf^ 
: . . Yea^aUwlwdiituiberitSyalMUdifisolTey 
And, like the baseless fabric of a Tision, 
LeaTe not a wreck behind.** 

* . indeed, there was ocular demonstration in the 
' jtrttth of this assertion^ with respect to its towers, 
. tJemples, and palaces ; for the once brilliant and 

flourishing city had disappeared, and they now 
\ l^egan to be persuaded that Monsieur Caliud had 

seen the town, with its eight hundred houses^ 
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and so much like Pompeii^ in his ownJaia^MT 
lion only. 

OwsN«— TJbat provoking Mr.Caliudt, I 
thought uoAing good would ever come . fpfi^ni 
htm and his wond«»ful talea, and I Uk9 tbe.<^ 
man better now. r ^ 

Mas. A.-f— Belaoni observed some high wfxmr, 
tains on the aonttb-east^ which- the old nian, w|^ 
had followed them aU the way^ said were near 
the sea. They determined to pursue that <^oucse> 
and to. try whether they . could reach the spot 
described by a former traveller as being, the 
situation of the Berenice Trogioditica. 

LAuitA»»«-Hope seemed aliways to cheer our 
traveller; nothing compelled him to renoum^ 
his projects* . 

Mas. Aw— They desc^ended tJie.mountain^ and 
returned to the beautiful valley in. which th(^ 
had passed the preceding night. 

Bbanard.-— And they waited there,. I sop-., 
pose, for the return of the camels with a froih): 
supply of water? 

Mes. A. — Yes : they wanted it sadly, for a 
single zemzabie only remained. . 

BKRNARo.-^What do you mean by a skoh 
zabie ? 
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Mrs. A. — ^A leather bag^ containing about 
three quarts, was so called. Their thirst was 
great, and they felt in some degree the calamity 
of living without water. Hunger is painful to 
endure, but thirst is far more intolerable. At 
last^ however, to their great joy, the camels ap- 
peared in sight. The poor drivers were exceed- 
ingly fatigued, and almost unable to proceed. 
The caravan travelled on for some hours, and 
arrived in another valley, the rocks of which 
were nearly perpendicular. After this the hills 
became small, and the sandy banks rising one 
behind another made them expect to see the 
sea very shortly. They went on tiU a late hour, 
and at length halted at a spot where they thought 
the sand might again prove a comfortable bed» 
Fortunately for Belzoni it was so ; for his camel 
was so weary, that no sooner did he reach it 
than he threw him off his bacH^ and leaving him 
there, saddle and all, set off without delay to 
feed among the thorns. 

Early the next day they resumed their jour^ 
ney ; but the hills of sand, instead of diminish- 
ing, increased in size, which made them fearfol 
that they were yet far from the sea. However, 
about noon the valley opened all at onoe> and 
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al the dbtance of five miles they saw the Ara- 
bian Gulf. 

£mily. — ^How nluch joy the sight of the open 
hori2on must have given them, after having 
b^en^o long shut np in that narrow valley 1 

&RN ARi>. — ^I should think they, were glad to 
plunge in the sea when they reached it, and to 
stand on the beach and let the billowy waved 
roll over them. 

Mrs. a.— They perceived, on arrivibg at the 
shore, that it was composed as &t as diey could 
see of a mass of petrifiu^ions of various kinds. 

Emily. — I have heard, mamma, that. the Red 
Sea is particularly noted for Its sea- weeds, c<»'als, 
diells, and similar productioiis, and that the 
bottom of it is literally a forest of sub^marine 
plants. ^ . 

Mas. A.— And tliese are forined into a solid 
mass like a rock, which extends from the bank 
of sand that forms the bouodaiy of the tide, and 
runs into the sea for a great length. They re- 
solved to take the road along the coast until they 
sboidd reach the spot which was pointed oi;t as 
Berenice, according to the accoimt of the tra4 
veller whom I named before. 

EMiLY.«^Will you be so good as to show me 
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Us sitoation? It i» not markefi on the map^ 
mamma. 

Mb8. a.— No, not on <mr modem maps. 3ut 
I believe it is just by that point of land projecting 
into the sea, called Cape Lepte, a little .bejrbnd 
the 24th degree of latitude. ... 

• Emily.— I have made a dot vrltii my pencil, 
and I shall not forget that it is intended for Bene^ 
nice. Go on, mother. . 

M&s« A«-^They acquainted the drivers witb 
their intention, who, poor crpatures^ wenp .too 
much fatigued willingly to acquiesce in it. They 
indeed went so far as absolutely to. refiise pro- 
ceeding, but at last found it in vain to resist. It 
was concluded that twp of the cameb -should ga 
first to the nearest well for water, and that the 
caravan sluniki wait their retni'a. During this 
interval Belzoni and his. friends made a little ex>* 
eursion akmg. the coast; the plain which ex- 
tended from che mountains to the sea, was cover* 
ed in many places with woods of sycamone trett^ 
and at the foot of these mountains they saw sere* 
tH mines of sulphur, which they wished Maho« 
med All could have viewed also. They made a 
good repast out of some shell-iish^ which abound 
along the coast, and they were probably as great 
« feast to our wearied and hungry iriends, Emily, 
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ft, 

as the train oil was to your little Greealan- 
den. 

EMiiiT.— WeU, mammay I am glad they foiind 
somethings and that they did not perish by 
hanger. 

Mas. A«— On their return to the caravan they 
found that the guide had met with an acquain- 
tance of his who lived by catching fish, not fiir 
from where they were. . His only habitation 
consisted of a tent four feet high and five feet 
wide ; and bis wife^ her son and daughter^ formed 
the fiimily* 

BBBNARUft— If this old fisherman were as 
goodnatured as the fisherman near the lake ot 
Winander-mere^ mamma^ I think he would have 
gone and procured some fish for them when he 
saw they were so hungry. Our fisherman, gave 
us shrimps in abundance, you loiow. 

Mas. A. — Money presented an attraction, and 
persuaded him to try what he could do. Thdr 
mode of fishing is somewhat strange. 

BxRNABj>. — Oh do, dear mother, describe it 
very particularly. I dare say they had no little 
nets as Robert and Alfred had at the cottage in 
Westmoreland. 

Mas. A. — ^They make a curious sort of boat, 
in which I own I should not much like to see my 
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Mule Be!?iHiTd.' They throw in the water part of 
Ae trunk of a tree, at one end of which a small 
jiole is stuck upright to serve as a mast, and on 
the top of it a piece of wood is horizontally 
fiMtened. A wo6tlen «haWl being thrown over 
it, form^ a kind of sail; two fishermen place 
themselves on the large trunk, as you used to do 
across your stick horse, and by means of a chord 
filstened to the middle of the sail, they take the 
wind more or less as is required. 

Owen. — When the fishermen are thus equip- 
ped^ and at some distance from the shore> how 
do they seise theit ptesy ? 

Mrs. a. — Belssoni could scarcely tell, but he 
fittlcied that they daited their long spears at the 
ftsb, and procured them by this means. The 
cAd man brougllt one to Belzotki : he could not 
teH its naiBe^ but he bad seen a very good re- 
presentation of in among the hieroglyphics in the 
tomb of Psammutbis. 

£mily.~How long^ was it before tbe camels 
made their appearance again ? 
. Mrs. a. — ^They returned in the course of a day 
or two^ witb a load i^fiteA water, and the eara* 
van now divided info two parties. The Greek 
servant and soim of the camels were sent to a 
spring in the adjacent meuntidns, there to wait 
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the return of the rest, who set off in the foreMOB 
along the coast. On their road th^ pasBed the 
abodes of several otb^ fidyermen: but wfaevi 
they saw our travellers at a distance, they 1^ 
their t^ts and marchedoff towardsihemQUQtaiiis. 
All the signs that were made to ^U^ ikem . weni 
of no avail. 

Emily, — ^Th^ were like the people of MsiHii^ 
ty, mamma^ who hid themselves in that great 
hole under the ruins of an old castle, and .would 
not come out when Belzoni went to visit Ikem. 

. Mrs. a.-— Yes : I recollect they leftth^r faulu 
in a similar manner. When our Mends arrived 
at the tents, they found sopie esculent iiditji|s€ 
roasted^ which the inhabitaiita had no doubt 'i^** . 
tended for then* oTvn supper. Th^ howwfer 
partook of th^ir menl,. aiMl having left some 
money in payment on the top of a water jar> con*- 
tinned their journey. Towards evening they 
left the shore^ and began to feel the shqrt::al» 
lowance of water, as they knew that, wilii&ut 
great care, it would;soon b^eiUirefy gone* Aifew 
hours aft^ they crossed a v^ry extensive plai!!, 
^nd arrived agsm at the sea. Not:eMpectifig to 
discover the remains of B^eniefs that night, it 

\yas an agi:e^ble surprise to find themsi^vea.iin 
at once on one of those jbec^.of rluvMl whi«b 
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, . . • ■ . 

p^kit (mi Ui^ sittiation of ancient towns so often 
seen in Egypt. They entered, and- at once be- 
lied the tegvto^ 'Sitnata^ns of the bouses, the 
]^ri&e^l streets, and iti the centre a small * 
B93^tfan tomple^ nearly covered with sand, as 
wiil as the iosides of the houses ; their wonder 
increased on examining the materials with 
ip0i(Mi the houses were built: they could see 
Hdlhitig but coral, roots, madrepores, and several 
peirifitodons of varioui»^ea-weeds. 
. Emily. — ^These were singular buildings, how- 
ever, fiiamma! We have heard of the little huts « 
k^Fcfiru, which are made of bamboo canes ) and 
of the wigwams oi North America, formed of 
Mikes, and- leaves, and turf; and of the dwellings 
irf'vthe littie Laplanders, composed of bark and 
fei&«4eer. skins' $ and- we have seen the cottages 
€if poor pwple in Eafglaiid built of nnid ; but we 
Imie Barer heard of coral and sea-weed houses 
•befiyrel 

' ^Mas. A.«^The irituation of this town was de- 
Hg^itfui. Our travellers concluded it to be the 
Bei«»iice laid down byiyAovlIle, as it nearly 
agreed witii llie situatiea marised on his map. 
They determined to examine it most minutely; 
They iBMSMedilbe tewn, a»d took tiie plan of 
the temple, ndii^was boUt of soft caloareous 

82 
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earthy m the Egjrptiau slyla. Tkim grmAAi^ 
ficiilty was about tl^ wa^r ^ it wm b^gimm^0 
scarce that tbejr had rtaaon tp #ead rettoioias 
t^ere the whole of the neiit di^» The nagypeii 
well was a day's journey dieWt, Notn^lfeb- 
staQdiiig^hi^e?»»eis«i¥et^ft> Aey weva AsHer* 
mined to eadure ii^ rather tiUaa giro wif ^bma 
project; ^ad btiag iMoia|i||^ th^ dt^M^^Hm 
hour of rest to an esponuMitioii of the phiOQb 

Bebnard.— *Haw very. oiMoh tiffed^ msi-bam 
very hwgry they must hi^va beep I Ttejc had 
only ta}<en some Wsaui^ tod waMir finr » long 
l4ioe> exQ^t the fish whkh (bi7 ffnmd* im ik^ 
tents of 1^ fiah^man. 

Mas. A.<^Th9y oontei^^d .tlN«i>alv«a 
well with vespeet to fiM^ hitf dietr -tMast 
po^dttu^Uy ^i^e^tUi^i wd thijr 
whichy some day^ i^efor^^ eonfiEi^Mrf im^. thTM 
quarts^ wa^ n^^rly epply. He^vipewp/ tto-Aqr 
might be perfectly sure of hayipgactwfly re ac fc ad 
Beraokey they p^suaded the 8chdk. to. ga^teihM 
with them^ just to take a survey oC tike €mMtf$ 
and to l#aire the r^ of ^e pcpple wharo-lliey 
were i|i th^ i^ew tune. . Bpfi^re thcqr depaftod 
th^y s^et little Muos^ to dig ne^ ihe teoiplei « - 

BBai7Aa9»7rT|4t^ Mim% nmmias whi^iraf^ 
he? 
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MftdlA.-^One of 'the boys who had. been 
brought with thetu from Go^uraou. He was to 
Ittg^iu-the temple ; he hart nospade, poor fellow ! 
but 89 it was only soft saiid^ a shell or caquQle 
««pplied the place of one. 
- < Eiffii^Y. — I remember that two boys joined the 
eaMMnm an Gonmou^ to take care of the luggage, 
and I suppose he was one of them. 

Mb«. a. — Proceedingonwards, they saw nothing 
bo^Bn eKtensive plain to the foot of the moun- 
tain that formed the cape on the soulb ; they had 
ffsielcape^ bat could see no sort ot elevation, or 
any thing else that ceidd lead them to imagine 
tii^e were any remains of habitations. They 
there fore returned to the town, and found that 
the boy had excavated about four feet of sand, 
pear one corner of the temple, and to their sur- 
prise dificovered that it was Egyptian. They had 
imagined that it was erected by the Greeks. The 
#ail3 were adorned with sculpture and hierogly- 
pMds, and they carried a small marble slab away 
aa amemento. 

'£MTLT.-^The little Mnssa had worked very 
^vell, I think, considering he had only a shell in 
the place of a spade. 

Mrs. a.'— The plain that surrounds this town 

s 3 
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plaoAs o| sunt and rayafo«». 

Omof.— We hayehc^M af tbo cniiA tBt«» ImMT 
finraiofiiifiqiiileatte^wiiams* YiiiljmkdemlA^ 
it to us, mother ? . 

Una. A.'^h h % 01IIIBU tfee^ Mid ite lniv«3v««k 
90mWe'iho0e of tkielsnrel; ilgrawB^oMi'Miiv 
saltwaler^ andgmeittiljroirtof ibeMefau BsU 
soni careftdljF ^caauned the town, and MWMed 
the houses (of wMoh there were two Aomaul^ 
that- he nu^Aottah^awwiig report^ aad Im 
Mfitidcea fov aiM^lier Caiittd, This plaoe bei^f 
on the coast, wi^ once aport of coaametee widi 
in^a. Ifoving^speiitaaBaiiehiimetbcraa&dii^ 
prudently cmM, they recommeneedliieir jooni^ 
towards* th& novtlib^wesl^ &tt^ iMtmMmg afts in ne 
ffitore tiaoe ta insp^t the y^hoke ^f • the "taiiii^' 
' Owen.— /Fo Ae nmth*west: tiien they' are 
r^^urniAg^ te;Bslte, I suppose ? I hope iOmf wiH 
fell in with -settle weH, for they ttiiist he esN 
tremely thirsty hy this time. 

Mrs. a.— They left the spot on theei^eniiif ^ 
the same day, and after tra^elihig aoiiiehoiHrs 
by moonlighty fovlfiiiiately arrived at the well^f 
Aharatret, a mountainous piaee, wtare tbe y^Ml. 
was good to dyittk. 


■ BwMff AEP^-^What joy it mwl bav€ giveit 
IbMn ! But their biseujts were nmtif gfmi^ bjf 
lilMltivie^ I sbould think? 

iin^^ A*-^Ye99 hawaver, tbey w^e «geee»U|F 
surprised to find a few sheep arouad the well) aei 
tliqrjioped to h» able to purchase one. They 
mflfvmebsd, inti^iiding.to do i^ whea the gufir^ 
dfeU of tlM» Ao^ beat a £c»«ed nmrch ioto tJm 
immlajpy and drove the intended repast aw^ag^ 
&MiitbMb. Etutth^y were npt iacUned to be 
det^iy^d of what tb^ e^uM purchase; and they 
9mA some of the drivers to foUow the floc^ 
uttipb they williBigly did^ being as hungry «i 
49sq»selve9» The 6igitive.s were pursued and 
i|(Q|p|ied. Thc^ rea^ii?d the flock, uxid found that 
ii9i guardisM^ were twp shepherd girls. The 
tawfiy (coloured ^yoiifihs were surprised at the 
fyimtain by their pursuers, and took refiige on 
tbemQunt^ins; but, unlike the fishermen on the 
CQast of the Red Sea, or the people of Mainarty^ 
tb^ were easily persuaded to r^urn^ and allow- 
ed 4jm hiuig^ group to take one of th^ kynbs. 
libe/^sarayaii arrived at Saki^t Mwor again in a 
^W' dayf 9 and thrice proceeded to the valley of 
Wady el GeonaL; aft^> which it crossed a very 
wide saudy plain, and reached the entranceof the 
chain of mountains that leads to the Nile. Their 
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camels were by this time . so mucfa'exhattil#d as 
to be scarcely able to go on ; they had already 
lost three on the road.- It is difficult for -those 
who have never seen a desert to form a correel 
idea of one; it appears like an endless plain of 
sand and stones, without roads or shelter, with- 
out any sort of produce for food. The sa^etefed 
trees and shrubs of thorns, that only appear wbea 
the rainy season leaves some moisiure^ bainelf 
serve to feed wild animals and a fewbirda* 
Every thing is left to nature. The spniigs of 
water are generally at the distance of four, sfa^ 
or eight days' journey. One of these may per- 
haps happen to be dry, and then if tlie saiise 
dreadful calamity happen at the next well, \irideh 
is so anxiously sought for by the wearied travdU 
lers, the misery of their situation cannot well 
be described. 

Bernard. — ^The camels »e with tibem^ you 
know, mantma. 

Mrs. a. — Although t^eir only dependance is 
placed on these useful creatures, yet they Amt»f* 
selves are sometimes so lliirsty as to be imtte 
to proceed. Tfa^ir conditf on must bedi atooiMng y 
for it admits of no resmiree. Many peri^ the- 
victims of insatiable thirst. It is in such a stole 
that the value of a cup of cold water is really felt. 
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EMiLv*--Aiid what a prize a single zemzabie 
must be! 

Mrs. A.—'In tbsse cases there is no dislanc* 
tion; if the master has iione> the servant will not 
give it him : for very few are the instances in 
whkh a man will voluntarily lose his life to sava 
that of another, psurtieularly in a caravan in a 
deserl^ where the people are strangers to each 
other. What a situation for a man to be placed 
in! riches will avail nothing; be may perhaps 
be the owner of the caravan, and yet die on the 
desert f<N' want of acup of cold water 1 no one 
gives it to him ; he ofiers all he possesses j no 
one bears him s they &re Ml dying, though by 
wriMng a few mles liirtliev ^imf mi|^ bn 
fared rtiMeaiaela ar^ilywg 4ewn and will AOt 
atten^pt to rise; no ana has strength to walk; 
only he who has so much as a glass of that VispnA^ 
wUeh he would not fiari wHh for all tbs emeralds 
of Zubara, has any ^ance of Uvii^; and if 
he to ennbted to erawl a vDe tether, perh^is 
he dies too. 

OwBif.'-^Qhf mwHita^ how dreadfiil I What 
aaitnatientobeptoeedinl exposed to the bum** 
ing sun» without wat^ and wittout shelter^ in 
the midst of a burning de$fertl 

Mas. A.~I believe the sufferings of those who 
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have experienced what it is, are the greatest a 
human being can sustain. The eyes grow in- 
flamed ; the *tongiie and lips swell ; a hollow 
sound is heard in the ears ; a faintness or lan- 
guor takes away the power to move ; some wan- 
dering tears escape from the eyes; the poor 
sufiferer drops on the earth and becomes insen- 
sible : all these feelings arise from the want of 
a little water. 
And now we will return to Belzoni. 
EttriLY.— Yies, mamma. We left hhn just 
entering the chain of mountains that leads to the 
NMe. 

Mrs. a. — The caravan proceeded pretty much 
ae before imtil it arrived on the banlcs of that 
river^ and the freshneM. of its water made them 
sensible of its superiority over that of almost 
any other. 

They went on board their little boat the same 
idglit, and set off for Esne. 

Bbrnard.«— How did the country look, mam- 
ma P You know when they went up tlv^ mfe, 
almost all the land around was under watel^i ^d 
the poor people were standing about Dtf the 
lit^ islands, holding out their hands and &i- 
ploring assistance. What a scene it mdstVftve 
been ! . . • 


1 


FRUITS or ENTERPRI3UE. 203 

Mas. A. — Althoogh the water had only re^ 
tired fifteen days, yet all the lands that were 
before overflowed were now hot only dried up 
but actually planted ; the muddy villi^es carried 
off by the current were all rebuilt 3 the feocea 
opened ; the Fellahs at work in the fields ; the 
aspect was quite changed, and all presented a 
scene of industry and happiness. 

They arrived at Esne in a day or two, and vi* 
sited the Bey, who received them very politely, 
inquired about the miqp^, ai^d was anxious to 
learn the result of their journey. They th^n 
set off again, and reached Our well known Gonr^ 
nou after an absence of forty days* 


CHAP. V. 

^^ Mamma !'' exclaimed Bernard^ running into 
the break&st room where his mother was seated, 
and throwing his straw-hat on the sofa, ^^Do 
you know what I have been thinkiug about ?" 

*' Indeed, my dear," said Mrs. A.j " your em- 
ployments, are so various, and your thoughts are 

generally dependent upon them I suppose^ that 
I feel at a loss to imagine/^ 
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^ GuesB) mMMm > ^ gmM T^ exdaitted Ber- 
sard. 

The kind mother endaav^uivd to gratify her 
little boy, and menlioiied his gard0ti— -his don«- 
lie]F--hia little telegraph~his finroorite eheiry* 
tMm i*-bttt; all in vain. 

'' Ihave been thiaUag/' flaidhe, '' thatin^ienl 
am older I shall gel Owen or papa to teach me 
haw to swim,- and* that I shdil iy my kite whilst 
Iain in the water^ as Dr. Fraakttnifid when he 
was a b^y. H<lw do yim approve of my plait?' 

Mas. A.«-*'I ow«i that I think aoma^Bttte daa^ 
would' be attached to it, just at {MMenlpbiOwai^er. 
Dr. Franldin waa a native ofJBosten, iB'Am^%ea» 
and was taught the practice of swimming when 
very young, so Aat he was partieolarly eaq^eri 
and skilful in this as in almost eray olhar res* 
pect. But what led-yoM- to think (tf him now ? 

BBiRrARD. — Owen and I are just come fi^m 
the park, wtiere vim famra been- flyicfig omr- new 
kite; afMl Owen haabeimteiUaigmehowmueb 
pleased J>t. Franklin was w4A bis now ttelhi^ 
ofswimmhig. Do yonpettEkambeitit, mamma? 
He one day washed to amuse hims^^ wii^' his 
hiaaaad.to enjoy at tha^saaoetimethoplMltre 
of swimming, so> ha gat into tte wa!i0i^;and 
lying on hb badk^ held- the:end ^ 4be stftoff in 
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kte hands and we»t aldng itt isiieh a delii^lM 
mann^. I wish I had been Dr. FVanfclin ! He 
engaged a boytooany bis clolhes t^edud the 
pond, to a place which he pointed out to Mm on 
the other side, trhitel he in the mdan lim^ 
crossed the pond with his kite flying high in the 
lur. Was it not a clever idea ? 

Mrs. a.— He managed to do two things at 
mice, oertaiiily. Bitt I do not admire Dr. Franks 
lin for his new mode of swimming only. He 
was clever whHst a boy, and w4ien growa up 
became a very nseful diaracter, and rendered 
•great serviees both to his own country and the 
world ai large ; however, I would advise you not 
to 4ittempt to inutate him in Ae exploit that has 
l>leased yon so nuach, until yoiii hw^e^acquired a 
little of his experience* 

I can, if you please, tell you of another 
achievement performed by means of a kke. 

'^ Pray do, dear mamma,^' Said fiemaed, as 
ke readied his little stool, and fdaced himself by 
tbe side of his moth^. 

Mas. A.~Y<m have perhaps he^d of Pom* 
pey's pHlar. 

BEBi!ijjsn.*-~Yes, mamma. It isinot flur from 
Alexandria, the place at which Bel2oni Umded 
wheft he went to Egypt, and I suppoaeHiat Ibis 
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oolumu was erected to the memoiy of the great 
Roman warrior, as papa calls him. Pompej 
was kiUed as he was going to that country, you 
know, soon after he had stepped into tlie tittle 
bark. I wonder whether Achillas was sorry 
when he heard Cornelia shriek. Do you think 
he was, mother? 

Mrs. A. — ^The feeling of humanity was a 
stranger to his bosom ; but we will talk about 
that another time* ^ 

The column called Pompey^s Pillar is one 
hundred and ten feet high ^ the monument k 
London is two hundred and two feet from the 
ground, so you may judge of the height of the 
former. It has suffered litde or no injury fiom 
time. It is of the Corinthian order, which Is 
at once simple and beautiful. The pedestal has 
been somewhat damaged byjthe inistrunuents of 
travellers, who are anxious to possess a relic of 
this antiquity ; and one of the volutes of the 
column was immaturdy brought down a few 
years ago by the ingenuity of some English 
captains. So I have heard, however ; I cannot 
vouch for the truth of my^ story farther thau the 
authority of the traveller who relates it.* 

Bbrnard. — Go dn^ mamma. I Want to know 
how they managed to procure one of &e rolnte^* 
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I suppose that it had not steps within it, as the 
monument has : and pray when was it built ? 

. Mrs. a.— *Pompey was killed in 706. The 
time of the erection of the pillar is scarcely 
known, but it was named after him in the fif- 
teenth century, when learning began to revive 
from a torpid state in which it had long lan- 
guished, and men of science bestowed names on 
all the monuments* 

A strange fancy entered the thoughts of om 
of those seamen as they^^were coasting about in 
the harbour of Alexandria^ and the eccentricity 
of the idea caused it to be immediately adopted, 
for its apparent impossibility only made them 
the more anxious to put it into execution. And 
noWf Bernard, perhaps you may b^ as long in 
discovering their scheme as I was in guessing 
^t your thoughts were employed about Dr. 

Franklin. 

Bebnaed.— I believe it has something to do 
with Poinpey'» pillar : perhaps they intended lo 
IQpuntit, mamma $ but how they could possibly 
contrive to do so, I am sure I cannot tell. 
. Mrs. a. — They ordered out the boat, and with 
proper implements pushed ashore, intending to 
^rink a bowl of punch on the top of it. They 
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arrired ait the qpa^ mid many eoittrhbooes werd 
proposed to aceocnplieh tbe dewed profect. 
' But lUieir labour was vain ; and tbey began to 
despair of success^ when tbe geoias who struck 
out tbe frolic happily suggested the means df 
performing it. 

A man was despatched to tbe city fbr a paper 
kite. The inhabitants were by thia time ap- 
prized of what was going forward aa^ flecked 
in crowds to be witnesses of the address and 
boldness of the Englteh. The govenior of A)^x* 
jOidria was t<M that some si^kM*s were aboiit lo 
pull down lV>nipey^& pillar ) however^ he pcrfite- 
ly left MMtt to tbensselves^ saying that the Eiig^ 
lish were too great pa^iocs to in^re the retnafaM 
of Pbmpey. The kite was brought^ and Ae 
iirind b^ig te die right <fireotidn^ it fietr so di- 
rectly over the pillar that when ft f<^ cm'Ae 
other side the string lodged upon the ca^ta). 

Bbrkard. — Clever, ctevB* people! Who be- 
sides could have lliought of such a plan 1 I 
foresee what is coming ! They will be up in li 
minute or two ! 

Mas, A.— The chief obstacle was now over- 
eome. A thick rope was tied to one end of tbe 
string and drawn over the column by the eiid to 
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iKhieh the kite was Ifixed. By this rope one of 
the sailors ascended to the top (sailors are used 
to run up the shrouds you know, and this was 
«omewhat simOar) ; in less than an hour a kind 
of rope ladder was constructed, by which the 
whole company w&atup, amidst the shouts and 
claps of the astonished multitude. 

BEaKABD. — ^How delightful to be a sidlor! 
Sailor? can do such wonderful things! And 
what a useful kite T 

Mrs. a,— To the eye below, the capital of the 
pillar does not appear capable of holding more 
than one man upon it ; but our seamen found 
it could contain ,no less than eight persons very 
conveniently. 

£mily. — ^Didno accident happen, mamma? 
I should have thought that looking down from 
such a height would have ma4e them giddy. 

Brbnabo.*— Youforget that they were sailors, 
Emily, and used to look down from the tall, tall 
masts. But did they do the pillar any injury, 
mamn^a } 

Mas. A. — ^The only one was the loss of the 
volute I mentioned before, which descended 
with a thundering sound, and was brought to 
England by one of the captains. They reported 
thai one foot and an ancle of a statue were still 
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remaining upon the dnmainciit^ ptcbMf 
Pompey himseUl 

Bbunarb.-^Do yaa betteve the accocmt yoa 
have ^ve& us to be trae ? 

Mas. a. — I cannot say that I am sure soch a 
thing did really and actually happen* i eaa 
only depend on what I have heard ftoto ^>A«f». 
fiut the adventurers themselveB have left a me- 
mento of the fact> by the initials ot their moEomi 
painted in large black letters just benealb the 
capital. 

Bbrnaro. — Weli, it is a v^ amusitig anee- 
dote, mammal Kites are very ing8nious<»<*a8 
ingenious as the somebody who thought of tl^ 
plan : and I like my own pretty kite that Ed* 
ward gave me far better than any otfa^. With- 
<mt kites^ they eould never have get to tlie top 
of Pompey's pillar. 

EMII.V.— Yon know^ mother, that JMtom 
was at Alexandria. Did he see it ? 

Mrs. a.— -I cannot tell, my dear | I doi «ot 
recollect that he mentions it: but he'ivM^at 
Alexandria more than once, for he todk the 
obelisk thither which he discovered in ike 
ifiSand of Philoe. 

Emilt.— Do, dear mamma, tell us somelMiig 
nbout that dbdBisk: I was quite intarested to 
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know what beeame at ft Bilasom left It fai Ibe 
island <rf Philoe^ on his return from Ytwambul, 
and gare the Aga four dollars to pay a guard finr 
it till he could procure a boat to convey it down 
the Nile, 

OwfiN^— *The obelisk was lying among severi^ 
blocks of stones : it was made of granite^ and 
was twenty*two feet long. Go on^ if you please, 
roodier. 

Mas. A. — ^I dare say .you recollect that we 
left Belzoni at Gournou. He did not remain 
there very long, but went up the Nil^ to 
Assouan. 

Emil¥. — Here is the old town of Assouan ; it 
stands on a hill which overhangs the river, and 
is on the opposite side of the Nile to the first 
Cataract, and Philoe is in the Nile between 
them. 

Mrs. a.— Belzoni went to this island to take 
a view of the bank, where he had to embark the 
obelisk. In a few days he set the men to work, 
and procured a boat to put it in. The greatest 
difficulty seemed to be to persuade the captain 
to have the boat launched down the Cataract, 
which it necessarily must be, with the obelisk 
on board. However, the promise of a hand- 
some present procured an assurance that he 
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forget that he generally succeeded in whatever 
he undertook: he often proved the truth of 
mamma's motto, ^^ Labour conquers Mf' 

Mas. A.— The obelisk was still peeping a littte 
above the water. The labourers were of va^ 
lious humours : some were sorry, not for the 
obelisk, which was no toss to them, but for ibe 
loss of what they might have gained in future 
operations^ by passing it down the Cataract: 
others were laughing, probably at the evident 
disappointment expressed in the countenance of 
our friend. Some went one way, ftnd somQ 
another ; and he remsdned alone, absorbed In 
thought, and contemplating the little part thai 
projected out of the wat^. 

EifUY.-^And now, \ suppose, he began to 
reflect and to see the posobillty of takmg ^ 
obelisk up again. I hope he wUl contrive a gopd 
plan, and put it into execution, 

Mrs. A. — ^He reflected, indeed^ that he was 
aa badly oflf as he had been with Young Men- 
tion, in being destitute of any instruments ; aipd 
that the palm-leaf ropes which he had with hira 
were broken, and old, and of little use. 

OwBN.-— That was very unfortunate ! Coidd 
he get none any where ? 
. Mft9. A.^-He soon made up his mind to huve 
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Ihe obelisk taken op at all events; and accord* 
ingly ordered the men to come the next morn- 
ing, and sent to Assouan to procure some new 
ropes for the purpose. 

Emily.^ — ^Will you tell us, dear mamma, in 
what manner this mighty operation was per- 
formed, for I cannot imagine ! 

Mas. A. — The labolirers were excellent water- 
men, and could bear the water the whole day 
without difficulty; so Belzoni had the advan- 
tage in this respects The following morning 
the work commenced. Several men entered the 
river, and made a great heap of stones on the 
side of the obelisk opposite to the shore. 

Owen. — That was to form a bed for the levers 
to rest upon, I suppose. 

Mas. A. — ^Yes : he then placed the levers 
under the obelisk, so that by their pressure it 
was forced to turn round upon its axis. 

OwEK. — But I do not understand how the men 
could put down the levers under water as they 
do on shore. 

Mrs. a. — ^They could not, certainly, my love; 
but, by seating themselves on the extremity 
of the long pieces of wood, the pressure of their 
own weight produced the effect. 
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long poles^ called the teven». paised unkr Ibt 
obelUk, «id the other ends of them reetednyM 
the rock of stones ; and so the nen sealed Aenn- 
aelves on those ends, and thos caused the .^belidc 
to turn gently rounds and rornid, and xwmA, 
until it reached the drjr ground. ; 

Mrs. A.~Exactly so. Two ropes wef^iibo 
passed under it^ and the men on diare puUcA the 
two ends of these ropes with aU theimigbt. 
At the aide wiiere the levers were some gog^ 
^iven were stationed^ who were reacty to pot 
large stones mider die obelisk as it roae, that it 
might not return to its former situation. 

OwBN.-^I can fancy how busy they aH toataed. 
The men at the ropes were pulling wilh ^ 
their strength ; those on the roek wi^ riaing 
and sitting, to make the levers act; and tiie 
divers were placing stone after stone, wiitlst the 
obelisk was gradually rising and moving rovnd 
ateacfeturn by its own weight. Sotheygi^ABy 
until, to Belzoni's great joy, he beboMs it omi^ 
more on terra Jbrma. 

Mbs. A.-^Where It was in the course of tnft 
days ; but another difllicij^ awaitt^ it b^baeiit 
reaches Alexandria. 
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Elf is.T.~-Aiid that fe descending the Cataract, 
I expect. You were saying something about its 
beuig launched. 

OwEN.--.You forget^ Emily, that it is not yet 
embarked. 

BEBNARD.^^Pray tell us, mamma, how that 
was done. Belzoni will make no deceitful piers 
again, I dare say. 

Mrs* A. — ^This operation was performed by 
means of a bridge of palm trees, thrown from 
across the boat to the land under the obelisk, 
•which was then turned on the bridge, and 
placed on board ; when in the centre of the 
boat the trees were mored from under it; and 
no sooner was- this done than the party set off 
with the obelisk, to have it ready to be launched 
down the Cataract the next morniilg. 

Owen* — ^I want to know how this dangerous 
operation was performed. I hope that it will 
not fall into the Nile again. 

Mrs. a. — It had to descend the greatest fall 
of water in the Cataract. When the mundation 
is half high in the Nile, it is a column of wat^r 
about three hundred yards in length, which falls 
among rocks and stones prqjecting in varioiis 
directions. The boat was brought to the margin 
of the cascade ; a strong rope> or rather a small 
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i^Bble, was fiistenedto a large tree, thei^d of 
which was passed through tiie beams of die 
boat, so as to be slackened . or 8t03>ped at 
pleasure. In the boat there were only five 
men ; and on the rocks on each side of the cas- 
cade a number of others in various places, wkh 
ropes attached to the boat, so as to put it either 
one side or other, as it reqiured, to prevent its 
running against the stones ; for you know if it 
'bad been touched ever so slightly, with such a 
weight on board, and in such a rapid stream, the 
-boat would probably have been dashed to pieces. 

OwsN. — But I thought that the rope Belzoni 
had got from Assouan was strong enough to 
stop it in its course, in case it shoxdd be in 
danger of running against a rock. 

Mrs. A. — It was only sufficient to cheek it; 
and you forget that when the boat was moving 
so rapidly^ an attempt to stop its progress would 
make the water run in and sink it in a moment. 
Under these circumstances, all depended upon 
the dexterity of the men who were posted in 
various parts to pull or slacken as necessity re- 
quired. Belzoni did not fail to use all the per- 
suasion possible, and the wild people, as be calls 
them, were upon this occasion as cio'eful as so 
many pilots. The Rds, or owner <^ the boat. 
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'Wsm in giieilt duress, thinking it M'ould eertainljr 

be lost. .' 

- EMiL¥.-7Then was lie present, mamma ? 

Mrs, A.— Yes: he had engaged his vessel 
m^ely because it happened that his trade failed ; 
but when he saw the danger it was in, he cried 
lUce a chikl, and begged Belzoni would relinquish 
his project and retiurn his boat to him ij^ safety, 

OwBN.— How foolish to cry like a child. \ 
hope Belzoni paid no regard to his distress. 
. Mrs. A.— -Tears were certainly useless, but 
we must remember that his livelihoods poor feU 
low, depended qa his boat. When he saw it on 
the point of beiii^ launched, be threw himself 

with hi» ^Ce -fa^^^faft grmm/lj anA Ait^ nrkf »i4aQ t\}\ 

it was out of danger. When all I was ready, Bel- 
zoni gave the. signal to slacken the cable. 

Owen. — I wish I had been there, mamma. It 
must have been such a grand sight, 

Mrs. A, — ^The boat moved forwards with 
great rapidity. The men on land slackened the 
rope, and it continued its course till it reached 
the bottom of the. cataract. 

Bbhv ART), *-^{clapping his hands.) — I am glad 
of it, mamma ! I am glad of it ! I like Belzoni 
to receive the reward of his labour ! How de- 
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lighted the poor Reis most have been ! I dure bbj 
he did not lie on the ground any longer. . 

Mrs. a. — Oh^ no, he went full of joy to con- 
gratulate himself and Belzoni. The workmen 
altogether seemed pleased at the good success of 
the attempt, even independently of the interest 
they might, derive from It. This was grati^ing 
to our amtiquaryj for it is not very ofiienthat ^jicii 
feelings enter the bosoms of the Arabs. 

Having only two or three places of little 
danger to pass, they arrived safely at Assouan 
on the same day. Belzoni immediately frepareA 
to depart from thence to Thebes s he quitted the 
boat, travelled ^b^ land, ^d took up his old 

Emilv. — ^But what became of the obelisk ? I 
thought it was going to Alexandria. 

Mrs. a. — ^It proceeded to Luxor. 

Emlly. — Just by Thebes, mamma. 

Mrs. a. — And from thence to Rosetta, where 
it remained some time. 

Bernard.— You say that Belzoni took up his 
residence in Beban el Malook. I am afraid he 
forgot that it was settled for him to go to Jeru- 
salem to join poor Mrs. Belzoni. 

Mrs. a. — No, he had not forgotten. He had 
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iTritten to tell her that he could not go into 
Syria, and she had in consequence returned from 
Jerusalem, and now waited to welcome his 
aifival in the valley. 

I once told you, as you perhaps recollect, that 
the entrance into the newly discovered tomb was 
situated under a small torrent of water, which, 
when it rains, runs into it. This is not often 
the case in Egypt, but it so happened that whilst 
Belzoni was absent up the Nile it did rain, and 
consequently the water ran into his tomb, carry- 
ing with it a great deal of mud, and damaging 
tome of the figures. However, this disaster 
could not be remedied. Belzoni completed his 
models and drawings, and with some difficulty 
removed the great sarcophagus and put it into a 
strong case. The place it had to pass to reach 
the Nile was rather uneven for more than two 
miles, but it was conveyed on rollers, and put 
safely on board; and our traveller was now 
about to bid a final adieu to Thebes. 

Before he embarked he retraced the scenes 
which had yielded him so much delight ; he paid 
a melancholy visit to the magnificent remains 
of ancient grandeur; gazed for the last time upon 
the temples and columns which have triumphed 
over the corroding influence of the universal 
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ravages; 'and beheld the vallejr, the place. fn 
which bis labours had been cmwned wHIi so 
much success, with painftil feelings and mfaigled 
emotions of pleasure and regret. He 1^ liie 
spot so long known, and so long endeared to him, 
in January 1819, and arrived in Cairo dffi fid- 
lowing month. At this place they stopped only 
a few days, and cohtinued their voyage to Bos^t^ 
ta, where, taking the obelisk with them, they fe-» 
embarked on board a djerm, and arrived hi the 
course of a short time at Alexandria, wh^ice 
they intended to take a passage for Europe: " 

Bernard. — (looking very mournful.) — 'And 
now mamma, all our pleasure is ended I Belzoni 
is really going back to England, and we shall 
hear of his adventures no morie! 

Mrs. A.-^They did not quit 41^xandri» imme* 
diately, and if you please we may yet acoompMiy 
our friend in another journey that he took to 
visit a temple in the western Desert : we -have 
not «yet been on that side of the Nile. * 

Emily. — Will you shew me the situatioh of 
that temple upon the map, Laura, and tc^ me 
why Belzoni went there ? 

Laura. — ^The temple of Jupiter Ammoil kad 
been an object of search for a long time, and by 
more than one traveller, but the true spot wliere 


it exiatied had aot yet been fixed upon^ and to 
discover tbis^ as well as to visit some pyramids, 
and search for the famous Labyrinth, presented 
grand attractions to Belzoni. 

Emily.— Why was the temple dedicated to 
J^^piter Ammon ? 

Laura. — Because Jupiter Ammon was one oi 
tlie Gods in the Egyptian mythology* He was 
worshipped under the figure of a ram. 
' Mrs. a. — Having left Mrs. Belzoni in Roset- 
ti^ our traveller took a small boat and proceeded 
to Benisoeu^ where he arrived in nine days. 
. Emxlv.— 'My finger is following him up. the 
Nile, and now it stops at Benisoeuf, a long way 
south of Cairo. Who accompanied Belzoni^ 
mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — A servant and a Moorish Hadge who 
was just returned from Mecca, and begged to be 
. allowed to join him. At Benisoeuf they pro- 
cured donkeys to take them as far as the Lake 
Moeris. They set off on the same day, and di- 
rected their course through a large plain of cul- 
tivated land, of corn, and other products of the 
country^ This plain was all under water at the 
Hmeofthe inundation, excepting the scattered 
villages which appeared like little islands as I 
jbave before described. A few miles from the 
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Nile the mountains on the west lure, but low; 
They open and form a valley into a province 
called the Faioum ; and it was at this entrance 
our party arrived on the first night of their 
journey. 

Bbrnaed. — Did they sleep on the sand^ mam- 
ma? 

Mrs. a.— They took their station under some 
date-trees near a canal that parses through the 
valley about two miles from the first pyramid. 
Here, after a little repast, Belzoni went to sleep 
on his usual bed, a mattress thin enough to serve 
as a saddle when folded up, but forming, when 
laid on the soft ground, as comfortable a bed as 
he could desire. The servant, .the Hadge, and 
the donkey drivers kept watch in their turn^ 
and this plan was pursued during the whold of 
the journey. 

BEaNARO. — What do you mean by the Hadge, 
mamma ? It is a curious name. 

Mrs. a. — ^It signifies pilgrim ; you may re- 
member that he was just returned from A^ecca. 
The next morning Belzoni again set off, and ^ 
soon arrived at the pyramid. He found it was^ 
composed of burnt bricks, and about sixty feet 
in height, affording a fine prospect from the top. 
Our party then continued along fhe hills till 
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they were opposite another pyramid of about tho 
■ame size^ s^urroanded by smaller tombs^ ofyi the 
remains of a magnificent Egyptian temple^ The 
whole country was very fertile, and interspersed 
with plantations of fruit trees and roses. 

Emjlt. — What, do roses grow in Egypt! I 
did not know that before. 

Mrs. A.— This place is celebrated for the mak- 
ing of rose-water, which is sold in Cabro, and all 
over the country, for the use of the great people, 
who continually keep their apartments sprinkled 
with it, ai\d presi^nt it also to any stranger \jrhoi 
visits them, ' 

. OwsN. — I remember that when you were 
talking of the customs of the Egyptians, you told 
us that a slave generally carries a silver plate in 
which essences are burning, to perfume the 
beard and sprinkle the visitors with them. I sup- 
pose they us^ rose-water procured from -the 
roees that grow in the valley around the Faioum. 

Mrs. a. — Next morning a soldier joined the 
party as guide, and they advanced towards^ the 
lake Moeris, but . arrived only at Senures that 
night, a village ten miles from it. 

Emily. — How very convenient maps are, 
mamma; I can trace their route so well. Here 
is Benisoeuf on the Nile^ where they hired 
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the donkeys; and here is the chidn of mountunsy 
and a space left for the entrance between them 
into the Faioam; they have only just to cross 
thb province to reach Birket Keroum^ as the lake 
is called on the map ; the pyramids themselves 
are marked^ and I believe I know the very spot 
where the rose trees grow, and the roses blow,- 
bnt not to 

'< IToififf their fweetaess on the deflert air/' 

Go on, dear mamma. 

Mas. A. — ^LeavingSenuresthe following morn** 
mgy they proceeded on their journey, and af^ 
ter passing through several groves of palm-trees^ 
the view opened all at once on a wild country 
gradually sloping to the edge of the lake. The 
water extended some way on each side, and the 
mountains opposite had an awliil and steril ap- 
pearance; At noon they reached the lake, but 
could observe no trace of any living being* The 
guide conducted them along the shore, till they 
arrived atafisherman's hutsituatednear the place 
where the canal discharges itself into the lake< 
The hut was inhabited by a few poor fishermen, 
and the guide sent one of them for a boat, the 
only one to be had, but the shabbiest thing ima* 
ginable. It was composed of rough pieces o{ 
wood sisarcely joined, and &steaed by four other 
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pieces, wrapped together by four more across, 
which formed the deck : no tar, no pitch, either 
inside or out, and the only preventive against 
the water coming in was a kind of weed mois* 
tened, which had settled in the joints of the 
wood. However, there was no alternative : Bel* 
•zoni wished to cross the lake, and he was obliged 
to submit to what he could not help. He step- 
ped in, and they advanced towards the west ; as 
evening came on the plantations and groves dis- 
appeared, the lake and the mountains alone re* 
mained in sight, and when they reached the 
shore, the owner of the boat, who accompanied 
them as pilot, lighted a fire, whilst the others 
went out to fish with a net, and soon returned 
with a supper offish. 

The land where they now were had formerly 
been cultivated, as there appeared many stumps 
of palm and other trees, and around them wild 
vines twined their luxuriant tendrils in profii* 
sion. The scene here was beautiful : the silence 
of the night ; the beams of the radiant moon 
shining on the calm surface of the crystal lake ; 
the solitude of the place ; the group of fisher- 
men; the little fire ; altogether formed a picture 
which Belzoni had never before in reality wit- 
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uessed, though I know not how often his lively 
imagination had painted such a scene. 

However morning came : they entered their 
shattered vessel, which nevertheless conveyed 
them safely till they arrived near the end df the 
lake, where they landed, and set off fof the 
temple of Haron, about three miles distant 
standing in the midst of the ruins of a town, and 
surrounded by fragments of columns and other 
temples. Part of the town was covered wi& 
sand ; on one side of it there was something like 
a gateway, and a little way off a Greek chapel, 
elevated on a platform widi cdlars und^ iL 
After having taken a proper view of the temple 
and the town, Belzoni went to see this smM 
Greek chapel, accompanied by the two boat- 
men ; and not apprehending any danger, left his 
gun and pistols in the temple ; but he now nead^ 
suffered for his thoughtlessness : for just as he 
was mountmg the little steps that led to the 
platform of the chapel, a large and fufiote 
hyena rushed from the apartments bencMh; 
stopped three or four yards from him, howled 
dreadftilly, and then turned round as if detefw 
mined to attack him. 

BBRNARD.-^Oh, mamma, now he is lost ! Jie 
is lost ! 
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is in Londoa at tke present lime* 

Thefierce aniimal appeared on 4iecmid'du>ug&ts 
ta rettnqu&h hs- intent^ ga^e a hideom roar^ and' 
galteped away as fiistras it could. 

Qwwf^^I wish I had been there : it should 
never here escaped in that way. I wdtfld have 
abot it ia a^moment! 

BsHNARD.— But Belzoni had no pistot with' 
hkat you know; I^ far vsy part^ Aikik tha.f it 
was a v^ dteadftil adv^ntwe^ and I ate glad I 
wasnotifthidplsRie. Idi^^sayAehilla^, when 
bekiB«d'FM»pey, wotM hapire been tenifled had 
he heard that ravenous hyena set up its^ horrid 
vioar, thotig&^he paid no regard to the shr-leks of 
CofflfeUo^ 

What Blade it f^ np the altemptiido you 
tIAokf mamma > 

Mrs. A.~BeIzMl atlrihufied ila flight to the 
naase maMte by Ae tw^ boatmen who were near 
atthetteie. 

Halving ^orreyediiie tem^de, andeseapedother 
Aftigers, he retiimedwillil hH aifendaists to the^ 
boat^ and ihey wcve waA^ back by a high wind 
io the spot they had l«ft In tSte- memtog. They 
tiiere e^€petcd plenty o^w^ood^nmde a ftr^ and 
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parsed the lu^ht under shelter of a notat httog' 
aver two sticks planted in the g^nnd* 

Belzoni had heard that the sUiiation o^ilhe 
labyrinth \¥as on the west side of the lake Mcm^ 
and he employed the few foUowing dofn in 
makiifg dilig^it researches in .that part in lu^es 
of finding some remains of it : but in ¥ain> frr 
not the smallest appearance of an edifice 5vto to 
be* seen. 

BBBNAiin.^^What do yon mean by the lal^«^ 
rinth, mamma ? Papa calls the new shruUiecy 
a labyrinth bec^ause there are so many UMle- 
paths iu it. Was: the labyrinth BdsBoniiwidied 
to discover like onrs ? 

Mas. A. — No : it was not^a shrabbery ; hot a 
celebrated buildings apparently designed, aa: -ft 
pantheo|^ of all the il^^ptian gods that seece 
worshipped in the provinces. T^tm asloidddiig* 
edifice contained no less than tibsee fiiaiifiBSBl 
chambers, fifteen hundred of which: warerjaid^- 
terraneous, and set apart either for the i^qmkhae 
of the kings/ or for the abodes of tfae-eaoeed. 
crocodiles. The passives were so niunemns 
and intricate^ the doors aad entrances so many* 
the gall^ri^ and k^bies so extensive and almost 
innumerable^ that it well deserved the design- 


tion bf'ktbyri$Uh, trUbh woid implies a place 
ibra^ wkh JtteackrieaUe windings* 

BBB]iABa>.--4)li9 mamma! What a deligbtful 
place it would have been for Ude and seek ! 

Ofmts. ^loHghmg.)— You would have hid to 
io«iie purpose Indeed, Bernard^, lor you would 
lamer have been found from that time totiiis ! ' 

Mas. A."-^Bebsani ikiled in his endeavours to 
discover diis wonderful structure j but as it was 
not of great height, the lower apartments .being 
imdevground, be conchided that it was probably 
Jimried by d» earth which is yearly brought 
<lbMe by the water of the Nile, He had no 
doubt but it was somewhare there, from the 
nanber of stones^ cohimos, and other relics of 
aaiiqttity .that were scattered about, some on the 
road, some in the houses of the Aybs, and 
eAevs wed in the erection of hots : alL implying 
that some imgnificentand i^Iendid btiilding had 
6Uen to ruins. Having given up the attempt as 
frnidess, oor enterpriaang traveller prepared for 
life jouniey into tbefSldah on the west: accord* 
ingly he waskt to see Hussuff B^, and to request 
he would procure a Bedouin guide to conduct 
liiia throii^h the desert; he said that the Be- 
douins were all encamped in that part of Uie 
province which was subject to Khalil Bey. 
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JBEinut^'litfmgbtrtlMift Mr ip^ 
KbalUBey liwdat Bane, tmi iMd Ikc^geMBit 
Bifivt €i At Upper jRr(MriQM» Jiokimeii . dittt 
place aad Awnniin 

4^ inoMdfaieljr^ .liOi)iBir ^ gua ^tl^awfioitatti- 
tka finm A^a :iap0eikig )tibe £ltol^flR4te 
^Rrest': Init mm ^ M opp ohttetfe riosiiMMB^ftlhmi 

iilm that Me of thate'tefefiiiiB^ «4m> ih§AMM 
«D^« Hliie DMif bfl^ -hadja jwigjitirfwiwli Witi» 
we rf ttp fiehiihs >€f ^he^JBtariu TTrtwMii 
Ihoeifld that 4iif8 eidifidyBk ^iimM iifinnaiiiMnr 
Maa ilriAnr, Urn i w uwa n td all a^hhrajirfaha 
fiBDip, iMl.SQti«ff in4lie flboMimgl fir llw flHk 
wg$in. He .-pMB^d (Juroogb hovnera .ai ! fo i M% 
maih'wliidi, as! faiim aaaclffaefiinet tlMyaMlMMlhe 
rMeH«p«lfir$ theeoticmplaiit was qalbaaknite4 
fittlJga «nre ao plenl^d Aat; the peopfe fiiiia 
tbcm je the Mia and ^aeat tfaemite Caireu ii^ t«ai 
Mi^ ivten Jthqr ^trimd xm thetenks iei the 
NHe. 

> 8Mia4efti.-*4iriaolii nnfoUed hie eaikile md 

^beptenthegrottaiagMii^iaappose}! -•» 

Mrs. A^^Kest atiii'M mmMf «s 91M1 elaq^ 
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upooa piilow of dMrni he iww liecome so ai> 
ewKnned to iscoaveaient Ihlags as act to rested 
tiiem.r He proeecded on *his journey the'neict 
-morning, and went to see Khi^lBejr, ivlio was 
now eommander of B^dsceufl He was^ a^ h^ 
liad beea beiore, verjr polite^ »id glad to render 
his fnexid any .eervioe in his power. Betaoni in^ 
fomteA him lliathe wished to penetrate imto the 
WBStera desert; he cfirecsdj compHed with his 
peiyiest, and apnt fioar the Sch^ or chief of tibe 
fiedouias. Ant the ^cdieik was not so . punetiial 
asTcKhalit, and did not arrive for two or Aiee 
days; indeed, wfai^i he did come he protested 
that he was unable to show hfan the rood to the 
l^bce he wislied to irisit. ; The Be^ insiifted Aal 
he should find seme^one in his camp who knew 
the road, whieh he of oeurse ^omisi^ to do^ 
and it was agreed that Selioni should meet 
jldieik Gromar at a viftige at the foot of the 
desert^ ^enee he was to conduct him to- the 
BUoah. 

Ehilt.— Is the name of that viiibige SedflMU 
el S^abel, mamma ? Such a place is marked om 
the map. 

Mas. A.— It is, my dear s there the Bedouins 
wereencamped, and among th^mSefaeikGrumar,. 
a tall stout man,, six feet high^ with a. stem 

xa 
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A jQort of jwHiarily orw dioM whom im tum^ 

Ovttv.-HOh, vsliat A Abtm ittoluvg .feUavr i^ 
jttst rig^ A>r a S<tettL 1 
\ BvBX4tii.~ntt, JBawM^ telLvsYifaoitiliefBe- 

Mbs. A.^— JMoit vttuig^. aataqr «l» ft Idlie 
of lj»te «Ik> lim a 'Wftodcra^ 
^ttttled JiafakaDioo^ hut ^otaqdeMr 4i<M>^i^ 
diat n£ the Awhs of figypt ia gte^siL Xhey 
andiTUed iala a graatMMttber.fitf trflM^ aad 
distiognisha^hylhenaiMSQf^hdrahMa* Badi 
idbeionm « sori of vittaff«» aaKl aaoh tetily 
Jiaa a teat or peitaUe hut of teovn* IMr 
tents cMtiit of ftur stiaka aal in iSie gmiadl, 
.about a ytiadi in baighi», t» whifihJs.tetaiml <me 
iif their diawli ai a eoTer> with another befated^ 
ao a$ tofcnria 9^ ktod of shelter fi»m the jkui, 
^fjpidt (^ daw^ Thry SMorailsr 9ilo)» tlMh* 
camps in a fertile ^pot^ but always at tha foe*4f 

th« xaodiatato^iKNir ibo dm»!ta. 

of surprise they may soon be in thair natbre 

^- M»f, A;*«^<rha man eooMnoaly waer .» 4aiik 
.heowAbiTMa^ wj^chfioyera ibem fcfunhwMl to 
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ibiat. The 'vattien fire l&swise covered with a 
4Uds tivoofien ^rment^ folded aroimd them in 
an elegant manner. 

B£fiNAB3>«-^A baraean ! ^ What is ihkt, caam- 
ma? 

ltfifti*A.-»^A «oit of largis woollen shawl^ 
ivhidi conjBtltutes the chief mann&cture among 
the AraN. The iv^ork it done by the : women^ 
^irbo mskt mo use of the rimttle, btnt conduct 
ererytihireaA WiA their feigers, and then with a 
machine Ae/f ham ia tfadr hands, not unlike 
>a wooden isomfo^ pr^ss down each thread as they 
'lay it across* 

EMiL74*-^The |)ed{>le of Mainarty nse no ^Ibxtu 
tie, and I dare say they never heard of one, or 
th^ would not go without «itch a useful thing. 

WhatoAer employmrats hare Ae Bedouins, 
mamma ? 

Mas. A.*^71ie young boys and girls attend 
tiie flodks; the husband is engaged in tilling the 
ground, and the wife grinding at the miM, 
working at the loom, or dressing provisidn$. 
Theof tents are not very sumptuous within'^ they 
are generally nused from the sand, which with^ 
ont any prepairatioa serves for the floor of the 
Apartment. 

OwMXL-^l^hen when any one rises from this 


236 raciTs or sirTEavRixiL 

Stilt floor, with his large heavy Acmlng baracati, 
he must raise a cloud of dust enougli to eclipse 
the whole family. 

Mas. A; — ^When the Bedouins wish to con- 
rerse they do not sit at their ease, as we idoi, 
upon sofas or chairs, without any ceremony, but 
place themselves in a formal circle on the 
j^und : the man who speaks first makes a 
smooth place with his hand on the sand, and 
.continues the conversation willi his fingers, 
maldng spots, and strokes, and points, as re- 
quired. When they meet each otiier, they ex- 
claim, ** Salem Atieke/* ** Peace be with you,'* 
dapping at the same time the right hand on the 
heart* 

EuiLY. — ^Well, I would rather be a wandering 
Bedouin than one of ihe independent Ababde ! 

Now will you return to Belzoni. 

OwBN. — ^Do, mamma. He was just arrived 
at the camp of the Bedouins, which made us 
wish to know who they were: and the proud 
Sciieik Grumar was going to. attend him 
through the desert. Did they ride upon donkey^ 
or upon ctoiels ? 

Mrs. A^-^They exchanged their donkeys for 
the latter, and advanced towards the wesl^ 
passed through several rocky valleys, and slept 
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tiigfat the fdlkgie of some fifdm tireasaffimkd 
tliem shelter; BBfl an tibe moniiiig^ eotttinuing 
their aniise, tSiegr camera a 'wide .opeu»iiiaiB.cf 
iaiid and stones^ with seFeral hes^s piled above 
the cost;. Thete -were ixmrnii^ hut neattiing of 
the temple x4 Jupitfir JUssanion wis to be sem. 
Xfaey .W6»t om imjbil at >noon:the3rfiaw ja Jti^ hili 
ata distance^ jaaad AoOn after the guide pointed 
out the rooks of fbeiEdixmlu la tibe aftennooa 
iO:their.gfidat jof itbejr^sow. two^crovra-r- 
. JBBitsNARD««<^Tno4ar0wsr! Whatoftfaat?^ We 
can aee iplcaotf uof emfn'ovesf dn^iii the grm&e. ^ 
: Mmi; A^y-f^Mad yvu beea in. Bdbumts f\m^ 
pcm migbt have batqi .e^pkally T^eed, ior 
the :appeai«iioe :0f thaie 4)ir«bs oras tksure^ign 
thfl^ watm* /^^^.not feat off, a great ^eat to the 
^raveUeriiiiAJio^; sandy ^lesert. , 

Emiz«t^'«— Yaa hane ^neixtiaQed the ElkMiii fie* 
Tieral iimee^ jnasmna : wbat do yoa mean by it?. 

Mrs. A^^-it b a irailey anrraunded by high 
roc^ rndiidi ftrrn a spacious plaia of twelve 
miles long^ aimost coiKared wiHh sand; some 
email htUs, ovei^ovn ^wiih nuhes -aad oiber 
plants^ are sc^ttened here itnd ^here^ and t!he tenu 
pie of wbiidi Beizoni ims i|i seasich . mm fop- 
posedtD luiAre befa in or m^arl^apDW Ouc 
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trrnvdlers advanced towards a forest of date 
trees^ situated near a village named Zaboo^ and 
all of them were exceedingly thirsty. Before 
the camels arrived they scented the water at 
some distance, and set off at full gallop, wiUioot 
stopping till they reached a rivulet, where, hav- 
ing alighted for a short time to allow the camels 
to drink, Belzoni observed a certain uneadness 
in the manner of Scheik Grumar^ for which he 
did not know how to account. 

OwENt — Had he been an Arab of Goumou, I 
should have thought that some had design had 
entered his head : but he was an hone^ Bedouin 
yon know* I want to hearivhat reason he had 
for behavm^ so. Go on, if you please, mamma. 

Mas. A*-«Bdizoni went farth^ down the ri-> 
vulet to drink too, and after having w^ered ihe 
camels, they were about to proceed slowly 
towards the village; but no sooner were they 
mounted than they heard some one calling to 
them, and at the same moment a man rushed out 
ol the bushes with a gun, and put himself into 
an attitude as if to fire upon them. 

Ow£N«— Some plot of Scheik Grumar*s, fop 
certain 1 Pray who was that mab ? 

Mrs* A.-— His appearance- was not very ter- 
rifying^ nw did his4ress bespeak him to be ii 
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person of much consequence. He was not 
more than four feet high^ of a chocolate colour 
(as the Bedouins generally are), and covered 
with a black woollen cloth. The Scheik imme- 
diately dismounted^ speaking to him in the 
Arabic dialect. The man recognized him, and 
Belzoni was pleased to observe they appeared 
friendly towards each other. The man was 
anxious to learn of whom the party consisted : 
the guide told him that they were people in 
search of old stones ; to which he replied that 
no one ever came there to seek for old stones^, 
and he did not know what the Scheiks of Zaboo. 
the village to which they were going, would 
think of it ; he Raid also that he had intended to 
shoot Belzoni while he was kneeling to drink at 
the spring. 

Owen.— What an escape! Scheik Grumar 
was of some use, for you know, mamma, if that 
mysterious little man had not recognized him, 
he might have carried his design into execu- 
tion. 

Mrs. A.— They continued to advance towards 
Zaboo, and the man began to walk before them ; 
but when they had nearly reached the village, 
he ran off as fast as he could into a wood of palm- 
trees. Our travellers . now entered a valley^ 
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which fi^rfiied a* mo9l ptettkig eofitras€^ c& the 
bHrreft scenc^^ ^ the desert^ fop it tfte^ Ml of date 
and palm^tT^s^ some covered widi btosfiom) and 
otb«p9 loaded ^«4ih fruit; aprfeotd scented Uie 
air with their mellow fhigtanee ; figB, almomis^ 
and grapes grew in pnofedi^n ; the gmnnd was^ 
covered witk venfure, and here and t&ere a spot 
of cultivated land wasr seeir waviftg' with rice. 
On their approacMi^ a wide plaefe^ tbe g^^ 
halted and desired them to wakf till bhs retam ; 
he walked on^ and Bel2k)Ai per^?¥<ed dilat he 
went into a kind of habitation at- sei^e 'diitonce* 
OwBN.— I am sure if I had been- Bd^i^e^ T 
would'never have waited there at tbe plearare of 
Seheik Granar. 

Mrs. A.-^— The poor ScheSc se^ns no &- 
vourite of yours, perhaps you will alter your 
mind presently, 

lialf an hour passed and he did not return : 
Biel2oni inqisifedof the dri\ners where the gtdde 
was gone; they replied they did not know. 
Another hour passed, no Seheik appeared; 
BehEoni was tired of waitmg, and ^et off 
with Ms' gun towardb the pfetce whi<* he had 
seen the guhle enter, but before he readied the 
spot he heard the voice of mefn^ women, atad 
cbildt^eiD ; and when he came nearer he s«w a 
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wall eadosing a great many houses, and just 
within the gates there was a yard, in which were 
assembled all the chiefs of the villages^ and many, 
others, sitting on the ground, debating \yhether 
or not the strangers should be admitted, and the 
guide very busy in persuading them that they 
were but harmless people, and only come there 
to look after old stones. 

Owen. — My opinion is changed, mamma. I 
did not much like the conduct of the Scheik at 
first, but it seems : he wished to make friends 
with the inhabitants of Zaboo, and that he was 
a brave fellow after all. I will not form a judg- 
ment so soon another time. 

Mrs. a. — ^Endeavour to adhere to your reso- 

a 

lution, my dear boy; for it is not wise* to form 
an unfavourable opinion upon too slight a foun** 
dation. 

On the arrival of Belzoni, their whole atten« 
tion was turned towards him, and a i)erfect 
silence ensued. He walked straight forward, 
when they all rose without speaking a word, and 
gazed upon him in wonder and astonishmetit. 
He inquired who was their Scheik, when his 
guide pointed out three or four old men, telling 
him they were the Scheiks of the place. Belzoni 
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AMk haiMfe «4th chemf flMie of the people re- 
oefved him ^th good-faUBiour^ and others^weiit 
aiway nmmittring. They inquired wh»l he 
tiraiited. He (xridAem he was a almnget, and 
merely oame lo visit the plaoe^ as he expected to 
fliMl s^me stames beicmging to his ancestors, and 
hoped they «hoidd be friends. At the sane tinie 
he sent his guide to fetch Ae tiimels^ and on 
their arri««i ordered <oSee to be ma^. A fine 
earpetwas spread upon the ground, and they 
became sociable by degrees : in a dM>rt time the 
rest of the village had assemUed : cows, camels, 
sheep, donkeys, men, women, and ehiktr^, all 
gazing upon him in amazement. 

EMtLT.^The people had never seen a Frank 
before, I dare say. 

Mns. A.-^Theywere acquainted with Tuika 
and other tribes of Arabs, but had never seen a 
Christian. They told Belzoni that lie would see 
ttOthteg fiheare, but mtnt go som^rhereelse; 4i 
seemed that they (Sd not like the thought of Ms 
aeardiilag for stones, iiewever'they^ve Mm 
4i large bowl of rice for his supp^, and he lighted 
n wite^ candle, wMch surprised them very much, 
As ijhey had never seen a caiidle befecei'bat 
tttey used M^ ti^kner i^bbily, 'for without say-* 
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lug H'BiBglewordtiifyallxosQ up aBd^w9|ki»| 
off with tke candle^ learmghifn m the 4|irM> witli^ 
his carpet and saddle to sleep, on. Thjuoircuiii^ 
slimcedid bo4 disturb his jrqK)6%. and tlie ueaci 
i»oniiBig, after scmie little difficulty^ attdmai^y 
aesurauees that stones and not, txemVf^ y^.ej^ 
the objects of his search^ Bcteoni sat>.off througli 
a thick wood of palm-trees, and trarersed ipjang 
sandy plaii^> barrcflii deserts^ miised edi^iefs^ an(} 
old towns ; but np teoiple (tf Jupitor Anmo^ was 
to hie seen, and be retomed hai^m.daspsjr to 
Zaboo* 

£m (£.T.<-^Did be^ proq^ from, theoee to the 
Nile, mamn^? 

Mm. A.^*-Not immediately^ By tbja fyw the 
inhabiti^nts of the village of £1 Cassai^wUdi. ia 
only separated firom Hdboo by a big^b copk^. were 
informed tiiat a stnao^r bad arjdy^ tbcv'e in 
stariAi of treapmse. . Tbey w^e.aU in an iQ»oar 
tmmediateiy, ai|d pr<»te8ted tlmtM QiuHiid «iev^ 
enter dieir yyiiiee. 

' BsKViVRn.*— Howmortifymgl What.did Self 
gooi do ? » 

Mas. A.— A man who lived tialf way.. between 
tiba two viUageSj and occaaionalfy rqpopsted: wbntt 
waa passing fr<Hn oa^.to the other,.c^me tq Bel*; 

Y 2 
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mm and said there vfBs a rtrj large temple in the 
ether village, which excited his curiosity ; so he 
got the man to trice a message from him to the 
Selieik and Cady, and tell them that he eame to 
the Blloah- to visit them ; thiat he' was not a sol* 
dier, andthi^t they would gratify him by appoint- 
ing a place where they might meet him the next 
morning. He then returned to the village, and 
the man to his habitation on the side of the rock. 

EiiiLY. — I hope the Scbeik and the Cady of 
£1 Cas$ar were pleased with Beteoni's message^ 
and gave him a kind reception. 

Mrs. A«—-The next morning our friend was 
informed ' that these two great people Were 
coming towards Zaboo. He of course thought 
it favourable intelligence, and hastened to meet 
tbam. The Scheik of tl^ EOMb came first ; he 
was a good-natured looking man,' on horsebadk^ 
dressed in red striped Uneii cloth, wifli pistols 
and gun: the Cady (Cady sigiK&es justice of 
peace) was a rough looking fdlow, HoAM- te 
green cloth and turban, and accoutred like Us 
companion. After these two mighty personages 
eame about twenty horsemen, and as manyfbok^ 
all well armed. Having reached- the village^ey 
dismounted, some mats were brought, and fte 
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chiefi sealed iboHMelves wMlsfr the attendants 
stood ground. Belzoni presented the ussal 
saltttfej Mk&i oMeke^ and was requested to sit 
dawn, among iheni. They became "^ery anxioiis 
io loiaw what had brought him tha^e^ maldag 
jBaojr ioquiriesy and it waa a long time before 
:lJiey pouJdbe. assmred. that lo search for antiqui- 
ties was his imly motiTe* At hist^ howerer, Bet- 
zoni gaKQuad his ead^ and obtained permission to 
eater their villi^ge Hiring made a: repast of co& 
fee, the chiefs setoff^ and when th^ were gone 
our antiquary prepai»d to foUow them. Heeom* 
m^iGe4 his journey before sunse^ passed over 
the sandy banks mi the west of the yillage^ enis- 
sed the plain, aseended the nocks which separate 
the two viUages, and readied El Casaar on the 
evenui^ of theneacj; day* He was received iiy 
•AeSdwIkj wlio waa beeomeqvke friendly to- 
.waods him, with somewhat; like Englirii hospi- 
talitjp : he beggod him to sleep itf his lioase, and 
. 4ent hima large bowl of rice fop his supper. Ac- 
r corcMngly Belzoni accepted his invitatkm, Aoogh 
.1 do not know that he reposed mote soundly 
upion the Schttk'a mat than he had often 
.^ione under a sand<rbank, or upon » isugaiv^ane 
bed, 

V 3 
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S^ihS.^^VfbMtsQtt of hoine bad the Sehtifey 
mMnma? 

Mrs. a* — It was sinubr to the oUbovB, h^Bg 
made of mud ; a few beams of palm«4iiM lidd 
across formed the roof^ on the t6p:of wbicli> ^i^^ 
thrown, a j^reat ^inantity of straw with ol4 toate 
over. They had much coaversalaon togtther^ 
and the Scheik told Bekohi in confidence^ that 
it was the father of the Cady who had so strongly 
objected to his visiting the ruins in their village. 

On the following morning, a long ecmsttltatioii 
took place whether he should or should not be 
allowed to examine them ; at length it was settled 
for the old man himself to accompany him, and 
they set off together. When they arrived at the 
spot, Belzoni was much gratified by. observing 
many ruins and fragn^ents, which shewed. that 
th^e had evidently been some mag|]i%ent edi- 
fice, and though little remained, he returned 
highly delighted, in the assurance that he bad 
discovered the seat of the celebrated t^mpl^ qii 
Jupiter Ammon. 

BBRNAan.-^Well, . I am glad he. succeeded, 
and I think that the man on the rocks deserv^ 
his very best thanks. Did Behtoni return t^ 
Zaboo ? 
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Mk8. a. — ^Yes : he expressed his gratitude to 
the old man who had conducted him to the 
nitns; made several presents of coral^ soap 
smd coffee to the Cady and the good-natured 
iteheik, and parted great friends with all the 
peofile at the tillage of £1 Cassar. An unfortu- 
nMe aiieldelit ha{>pened to him as he was ascend- 
in g the rock he had to pass on his way to Zaboo. 

Bernard. — What was that, mamma ? 

Mrs. a. — His camel slipped its foot on one 
side and rolled down the rock the height of 
about twenty feet, taking his rider of course 
with* him. 

Owen, — That was a very sad thing, for I dare 
say these rocks were not like the sandy spot in 
Wady el Gemel, where his camel threw him 
before. 

Was Belzoni much hurt, mamma ? 

Mrs. A. — Yes: he was very much bruised, 
and conveyed on a donkey to Zaboo, and there 
carried to the house of a Scheik, where he was 
accommodated in a narrow passage wliich led 
from the street door to a yard behind the house, 
l^ls saddle as usual forming his only bed. This 
nvas a miserable place for any one in his condt-- 
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Oouy for the ineii^ wqimii^ eWHtm^. bujEBifcies, 
cows, donkeys^ govtB, and dog^ pitied, bacjk- 
wards and forwaida oiHil;mmU7» totaHy r^gprd- 
lew of him. 

BBRNARXk— I wish I oouM have given ^jp my 
bed to Ke upon* How long W99 it brfore ^ he 
was weU enough to be removed firxnn Mu^tfifitle 
diflagreeaUepasflage? . 

Mrs. a*— *In the course of a few days, tjiopgh 
his side wasatiU paiafol, they proceeded once 
jaiore> and by short stages arrived in about a 
week in the velley^ of the Nile at the Bahr Tou- 
sefj which if you remember they had cross^ 
before : on the evening, of the same day they 
reaohed Sedmin. 

£]fit^Y.-^Ah» Sedmin el J>jabelj at the foot of 
the range of low mountains which forms the 
skirt of the desert^ and where he bad-^igaged 
his guide Scheik Grumar ; the^ he was pretty 
near Beuisoeuf, ipamma, and when he gets 
4here I eipptct his old friend Khalil^B^ will 
l»ke care of himi and be yery glad to see t^ 
too. * 

Mrs; A**^Tbey armed at Benji/soeuf the uf^t 
(ky« Beteoni did not ]:)eiiiain loog at that p^w« 
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but embarked for Cairo^ and thence proceeded 
to Rosetta. 

Emilt.-— MrB. Belzoni was there^ and she 
could take better care of him than any one else. 

Mrs. A.-*At length having settled all his 
affairs in Egypt, ui 1819 our enterprizing tra- 
veller embarked for Europe. After an absence 
of tvirenty years^ he returned to hh native coun- 
try and into the bosom of his family; from 
whence he departed for England^ and I think 
we owe him many thanks for the amusement and 
instruction his ^^ Researches" have afforded us. 

Bernard. — So he actually reached England 
at last ! And I learn from your account^ mam- 
ma, that perseverance will enable us to do great 
things, which without it could never be done ! 

Emily. — And I am glad, mother, to find you 
have proved the truth of your assertion, thfit 
patience conquers difficulties, and crowns all our 
endeavours with success. 

Owen. — Belzoni was quite a boy when his 
attention was first turned to the science of hy- 
draulics ; otherwise he might never have gone 
into Egypt, for he went there, you know, mam- 
ma, in hopes of convincing the Bashaw that an 
hydraulic machine would be of use to irrigate 
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hia fields* Had'he not dene so^ the great pyra* 
mid migbt have remained unop^ied a thou$iu»d 
years longer ; the tomb of l^mmuthisj in the 
valley of Beban el Malook,Wght never have 
been explored, and we should never have heard 
this amusing narrative of Belz<»i's diaeovei^ 
in £gypt mid Nitbia* 

You see how onidi depends upon our youth-> 
fill pursuits. 

Mrs. a. smiled) and said : 


" I grant it^ and no pkdner truth appears, 

'* Ova. xos* ntfowtMSn abb oca xabuzg* txars»'* 
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